
Bryant Homer Womack:  
Honoring Sacrifice

Bryant Homer Womack was 
born in 1931 and raised in Mill 
Spring in southwestern North 

Carolina. He and his 4 siblings grew 
up doing farmwork. Womack en-
joyed the outdoors, especially hunt-
ing and fishing. After completing 
high school, he was drafted into 
the U.S. Army in 1950 and later de-
ployed to Korea.

PFC Womack was assigned to 
the Medical Company, 14th Infan-
try Regiment, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion. During a firefight near Sokso-ri, 
Korea, on March 12, 1952, his night 
combat patrol began taking heavy ca-
sualties. Womack exposed himself 
to enemy fire in order to treat his 
wounded. Although wounded, PFC 
Womack refused medical treatment 
and continued to provide aid to oth-
ers. He was the last soldier to  with-
draw from the engagement and died 
of his wounds soon after. Not yet  
21 at the time of his death, Womack 
was buried at Lebanon Methodist 
Church in his hometown.

PFC Womack received a post-
humous Medal of Honor in 1953 
(Sidebar) and Womack Army Com-
munity Hospital, located on Fort 
Bragg near Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina, was named for him in 1958. 
The first medical facility to serve 
Fort Bragg was constructed in Sep-
tember 1918 as a U.S. States Army 

Hospital. In June 1932, an 83-bed, 
3-story hospital was built and des-
ignated Station Hospital One; it 
was closed in 1941. The building 
is now Headquarters for XVIII Air-
borne Corps and Fort Bragg. Station 
Hospital Two and Station Hospital 
Three were cantonment style hos-
pitals that replaced Station Hospital 
One. In 1949, the medical facilities 
were combined and became the U.S. 
Army Station Hospital.

On August 3, 1958, a new 9-story 
facility was opened and named 
Womack Army Community Hospital 
in honor of combat medic and Medal 
of Honor recipient PFC Bryant H. 
Womack. It was renamed the Wom-

ack Army Medical Center in 1991. 
This facility was the principal medi-
cal facility for the Fort Bragg com-
munity for more than 40 years.

In March, 2000, a new Womack 
Army Medical Center with more 
than 1 million square feet of space 
was dedicated. This new health care 
complex was part of the U.S. Army 
Medical Department’s plan to in-
crease patient access to more medi-
cal and specialized resources at Fort 
Bragg.  ●
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HISTORICPROFILES
COL (Ret) John R. Pierce, MD

COL Pierce is a retired U.S. Army pediatri-
cian who served as chief of pediatrics, director 
of medial education, and chief of the medical 
staff at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. COL 
Pierce also was a consultant in pediatrics to the 
U.S. Army Surgeon General for 7 years. He co- 
authored a book on Dr. Walter Reed and his  
research on yellow fever and edited a book on the 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center.

General Order No. 5,  
January 12, 1953:  
Citation for Medal of Honor
“PFC Womack distinguished himself by conspicuous 
gallantry above and beyond the call of duty in action 
against the enemy. PFC Womack was the only medi-
cal aid man attached to a night combat patrol when 
sudden contact with a numerically superior enemy 
produced numerous casualties. PFC Womack went 
immediately to their aid, although this necessitated 
exposing himself to a devastating hail of enemy fire, 
during which he was seriously wounded. Refusing 
medical aid for himself, he continued moving among 
his comrades to administer aid. While he was aiding 
one man, he was again struck by enemy mortar fire, 
this time suffering the loss of his right arm. Although 
he knew the consequences should immediate aid 
not be administered, he still refused aid and insisted that all efforts be made for the benefit 
of others that were wounded. Although unable to perform the task himself, he remained on 
the scene and directed others in first aid techniques. The last man to withdraw, he walked 
until he collapsed from loss of blood, and died a few minutes later while being carried by his 
comrades. The extraordinary heroism, outstanding courage, and unswerving devotion to his 
duties displayed by PFC Womack reflect the utmost distinction upon himself and uphold the 
esteemed traditions of the U.S. Army.”1
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