
THE PATIENT. A young girl was prescribed paroxetine after complaining of stomachaches and 
headaches. 
 
CASE FACTS. The patient saw many healthcare providers and received several different medications 
until a psychiatrist diagnosed the girl with bipolar disorder with psychotic features, prescribed 
numerous medications, and hospitalized the patient. The girl was released then readmitted to another 
hospital, where a different psychiatrist tapered several medications and left her on low doses of 
clonazepam and topiramate. The patient improved and returned home. Later she stopped taking her 
medications, became psychotic, and was rehospitalized. The patient was then tapered off all 
medications and her condition returned to normal.  
 
THE PATIENT’S CLAIM. She was not bipolar and had a substance-induced mood disorder 
caused by the medications she had been prescribed.  
 
THE PSYCHIATRISTS’ DEFENSE. The patient was bipolar.  
 
 
VERDICT. A defense verdict was returned.  


