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Study: Generic Statins Could Save Feds $8 Billion

BY JOYCE FRIEDEN

Associate Editor, Practice Trends

edicare and its beneficiaries could
Msave $8.2 billion under the new
Medicare drug benefit if benefi-
ciaries were prescribed generic statins for
cholesterol reduction instead of name
brands, according to a study from Con-
sumers Union and Consumer Reports.
The cost of statins to Medicare and its

in 2007, but could be cut to $5.8 billion if
seniors received the generic drugs instead,
according to the report. “For the Medicare
drug benefit to continue without breaking
the federal budget, it will be critical that
medicines are prescribed based on their ef-
fectiveness and track record, not on ad-
vertising campaigns,” said Gail Shearer of
Consumer Reports.

The report also notes that monthly
statin prescriptions rose 2.6% overall be-

April 2005 and the period from May 2005
to October 2005. Some brand-name statins
such as Lescol and Pravachol saw their pre-
scriptions decline, while generic lovastatin
prescriptions increased 15.2%, “a positive
sign that doctors and payers are becoming
more cost conscious.”

In its analysis, the report assumes that not
everyone will be able to switch to the
generic statins. For instance, it assumes a
100% switch from Zocor to generic sim-

beneficiaries is expected to be $14 billion  tween the period from November 2004 to

vastatin when Zocor goes off patent this

June, and a 50% switch from other statins
to generic simvastatin. It also assumes that
all Medicare beneficiaries on Lipitor who
need only modest cholesterol reduction
will be able to switch to generic lovastatin.

Prices for most statin drugs rose mod-
estly during the study period, but some
statin price increases exceeded the general
inflation rate of 3.5%. For instance, Lipitor
rose about 6%, while Pravachol rose about
7% (both increases reflect an averaging of
all dose strengths), the study noted. |

Patients with diabetic peripheral
neuropathic pain (DPNP) want
rapid relief. Now it may be possible.

Burning, shooting, stabbing pain has kept
many patients with DPNP off their feet for
years. Imagine being able to start giving
them relief in just a few days. It’s possible
with Cymbalta—the first FDA-approved
medication indicated for the management
of DPNP. It significantly reduces pain
throughout the day and night,>* so he
can take life in stride again.

Visit www.insideCymbalta.com/DPNP to learn more.
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depression is persistently worse or there are symptoms that are
severe, sudden, or were not part of the patient’s presentation.
If discontinuing treatment, taper the medication.

Cymbalta should not be administered to patients with
any hepatic insufficiency or patients with end-stage renal
disease (requiring dialysis) or severe renal impairment
(CrCl <30 mL/min).

Postmarketing, severe elevations of liver enzymes or liver injury
with a cholestatic or mixed pattern have been reported.
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Cymbalta should generally not be prescribed to patients with
substantial alcohol use or evidence of chronic liver disease.

Most common adverse events (25% and at least twice placebo) in
MDD premarketing clinical trials were: nausea, dry mouth,
constipation, fatigue, decreased appetite, somnolence, and
increased sweating. Most common adverse events in diabetic
peripheral neuropathic pain (DPNP) premarketing clinical trials
were: nausea, somnolence, dizziness, constipation, dry mouth,
increased sweating, decreased appetite, and asthenia.

See Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information, including Boxed

Warning, on adjacent page.
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