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Americans Have Trust Issues
How much confidence do you have in each of these people/groups to do

or recommend the right thing for health care reform?

Notes: Survey conducted Feb. 3-12, 2009, among a nationally representative random
sample of 1,204 adults. “Don’t know/Refused” responses not shown.
Source: Kaiser Family Foundation
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Certified Dermatology
EMRs to Debut in 2010

B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

By next fall, dermatologists will have
a chance to purchase electronic
medical record systems that have

been certified specifically for use in der-
matology practices. 

The Certification Commission for
Healthcare Information Technology
(CCHIT) will give vendors the option to
certify their office-based EMR products as
having additional functions specific to der-
matology. The CCHIT already offers op-
tional add-on certifi-
cation in cardiovas-
cular medicine and
child health. 

Certification for
dermatology will be-
gin in July 2010, and
certified products
should be out in the
marketplace by fall
2010, according to
Dr. Mark Leavitt, chair of the CCHIT. 

The dermatology certification option
will help to address one of the biggest rea-
sons that dermatologists have failed to
widely adopt EMRs—their fear that they
will get the wrong system, said Dr. Mark
D. Kaufmann of the department of der-
matology at Mount Sinai School of Med-
icine in New York and a member of the
American Academy of Dermatology’s
Practice Management Task Force. 

The AAD urged the CCHIT to establish
this certification pathway with the goal of
spurring greater adoption of EMRs
among dermatologists, said Dr. Girish
Munavalli of the department of derma-
tology at Johns Hopkins University in Bal-
timore and a member of the AAD’s Med-
ical Informatics Committee. 

Adoption levels are estimated to be be-
tween 7.5% and 11% in dermatology, ac-
cording to the AAD, putting dermatolo-
gists on the lower end of adoption rates
among medical specialties. 

With dermatology-specific functions
now being certified by the CCHIT, der-
matologists can know there are EMR prod-
ucts in the marketplace that will be able to
meet their documentation needs, Dr. Mu-
navalli said. “There is also an added layer

of protection for practicing dermatolo-
gists to help protect against fly-by-night
vendors, because there is a level of cost and
commitment required on the part of ven-
dors who seek the CCHIT certification.” 

But dermatologists who plan to pur-
chase a certified EMR product still need to
do their due diligence, he said. The certifi-
cation process is an important first step in
assessing a system, but it won’t give physi-
cians a full picture of whether a system will
address their workflow issues, he said. 

Dr. Kaufmann advised physicians to test
EMR systems in
real-world situations
and not to rely on
Webinars and other
product demos of-
fered by vendors.

Although derma-
tologists will have to
wait more than a
year if they want to
purchase an EMR

that has been specifically certified for of-
fice-based dermatology practice, that
should not keep them from adopting an
EMR sooner, Dr. Leavitt said. 

The financial incentives for adopting
EMRs that were spelled out in the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be
available only to physicians who demon-
strate “meaningful” use of these systems
over the next few years. That means that
dermatologists will have to spend about a
year implementing their EMR system be-
fore the first year of the incentives begins
in 2011 if they want to receive the maxi-
mum bonus payments, Dr. Leavitt said. 

Under the law, Medicare providers who
are “meaningful” users of EMRs will be el-
igible to earn about $44,000 over a period
of 5 years. But the payments are front
loaded and phase out over time. In addi-
tion, the law includes penalties for lack of
adoption beginning in 2015. 

Dermatologists who want to begin adop-
tion now can look for vendors who have
products that have been certified for gen-
eral care and offer dermatology features.
Another option is to purchase a system but
make a portion of the payment contingent
on updating the system once the derma-
tology functions have been certified. ■

The AAD urged the
CCHIT to establish
this certification
with the goal of
spurring greater
adoption among
dermatologists. 

DR. MUNAVALLI

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

ELIOT BATTLE JR., M.D., Howard University,
Washington, D.C.
LESLIE S. BAUMANN, M.D., University 
of Miami
DAVID E. COHEN, M.D., New York 
University, N.Y.
SUZANNE M. CONNOLLY, M.D., Mayo Clinic,
Scottsdale, Ariz.
DIRK M. ELSTON, M.D., Geisinger Medical
Center, Danville, Pa. 
RICHARD G. GLOGAU, M.D., University of
California, San Francisco 
NEIL S. GOLDBERG, M.D., Private practice,
Bronxville, N.Y.

ALICE B. GOTTLIEB, M.D., Tufts University,
Boston
ADELAIDE A. HEBERT, M.D., University of
Texas, Houston 
BROOKE ASHLEY-ANN JACKSON, M.D., North-
western University, Chicago
RONALD P. RAPINI, M.D., University of
Texas, Houston
RANDALL K. ROENIGK, M.D., Mayo Clinic,
Rochester, Minn.
ROBERTA D. SENGELMANN, M.D., Private
practice,Santa Barbara, Calif.
ROBERT A. WEISS, M.D., Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore

Executive Director, Operations Jim Chicca
Director, Production/Manufacturing Yvonne

Evans
Production Manager Judi Sheffer
Production Specialists Victor De la Cruz,
Anthony Draper, Rebecca Slebodnik

Information Technology Manager  Doug Sullivan
Senior Systems Administrator Lee J. Unger
Systems Administrator/Application Support
Peter Ayinde

Creative Director Louise A. Koenig
Design Supervisor Elizabeth Byrne Lobdell
Senior Designers Sarah L. Gallant, Julie Keller
Designer Lisa M. Marfori
Photo Editor Rebecca Gardner
Project Manager Susan D. Hite
Assignments Manager Megan Evans
Accounts Payable Coordinator Daniela Silva

V.P., Med. Ed./Bus. Development Sylvia H.
Reitman

Program Manager, Med. Ed. Malika Wicks
Circulation Analyst Barbara Cavallaro, 973-
290-8253, b.cavallaro@elsevier.com

Marketing Associate Jennifer Savo
Director of Sales Mark E. Altier, 973-290-

8220, m.altier@elsevier.com
National Account Manager Sally Cioci, 973-

290-8215, fax 973-290-8250,
s.cioci@elsevier.com

Business Controller Dennis Quirk
Adv. Services Manager Joan Friedman
Credit Supervisor Patricia H. Ramsey
Manager, Admin./Conventions Lynne Kalish
Receptionist Linda Wilson

Advertising Offices 60 Columbia Rd., Bldg. B,
2nd flr., Morristown, NJ 07960, 973-290-
8200, fax 973-290-8250

Classified Sales Manager Andrea LaMonica,
800-381-0569, fax 914-381-0573,
a.lamonica@elsevier.com

Classified Advertising Offices 1120 Jensen
Avenue, Mamaroneck, NY 10543, 800-381-
0569

Address Changes Fax change of address (with
old mailing label) to 973-290-8245 or e-mail
change to subs@elsevier.com

Reprints Call 240-221-2419

©Copyright 2009, by Elsevier Inc.

Editor in Chief Mary Jo M. Dales

Executive Editors Denise Fulton, Kathy Scarbeck

Managing Editor Amy Pfeiffer

Deputy Managing Editor Richard Franki

Senior Editors Christina Chase, Kathryn
DeMott, Lori Buckner Farmer, Joyce Frieden,
Catherine Hackett, Keith Haglund, Gina L.
Henderson, Sally Koch Kubetin, Teresa
Lassman, Mark S. Lesney, Jane Salodof
MacNeil, Catherine Cooper Nellist, Calvin
Pierce, Terry Rudd, Elizabeth Wood

Associate Editors Felicia Rosenblatt Black,
Therese Borden, Lorinda Bullock, Jay C.
Cherniak, Virginia Ingram-Wells, Jane
Locastro, Renée Matthews, Denise Napoli,
Carol Nicotera-Ward, Leanne Sullivan

Reporters Chicago: Patrice Wendling; Denver:
Bruce Jancin; London: Jonathan Gardner; 
Los Angeles: Betsy Bates; Miami: Damian
McNamara; Mid-Atlantic: Michele G.
Sullivan; New England: Diana Mahoney; 
New York: Mary Ellen Schneider;
Philadelphia: Mitchel L. Zoler; San Diego:
Doug Brunk; San Francisco: Sherry Boschert,
Robert Finn; Washington: Alicia Ault, Jeff
Evans, Elizabeth Mechcatie, Heidi Splete,
Miriam E. Tucker, Kerri Wachter

Contributing Writers Christine Kilgore, 
Mary Ann Moon

Editorial Offices 5635 Fishers Lane, Suite
6000, Rockville, MD 20852, 877-524-9336,
sknews@elsevier.com

SKIN & ALLERGY NEWS is an independent news-
paper that provides the practicing dermatologist
with timely and relevant news and commentary
about clinical developments in the field and
about the impact of health care policy on the spe-
cialty and the physician’s practice.
The ideas and opinions expressed in SKIN & AL-
LERGY NEWS do not necessarily reflect those of
the Publisher. Elsevier Inc. will not assume re-
sponsibility for damages, loss, or claims of any
kind arising from or related to the information
contained in this publication, including any
claims related to the products, drugs, or services
mentioned herein.
POSTMASTER Send changes of address (with
old mailing label) to SKIN & ALLERGY NEWS Cir-
culation, 60 Columbia Rd., Bldg. B, 2nd flr., Mor-
ristown, NJ 07960.

SKIN & ALLERGY NEWS (ISSN 0037-6337) is
published monthly by Elsevier Inc., 60 Columbia
Rd., Bldg. B, 2nd flr., Morristown, NJ 07960, 973-
290-8200, fax 973-290-8250. Subscription price is
$103.00 per year. Periodicals postage paid at
Morristown, NJ, and additional offices.

Founding Publisher: Jack O. Scher
Founding Editor: William Rubin

Skin & Allergy News

INTERNATIONAL
MEDICAL NEWS
GROUP

President, IMNG Alan J. Imhoff


