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Associate Editor

edicare and Medicaid benefi-
Mciaries living in Arizona and
Utah are among the first to test-
drive a pilot program that lets them ac-
cess their personal health records online.
They also can add pertinent informa-
tion such as their medications, preexist-
ing conditions, and lab results, and elec-
tronically share them with their doctors,
specialists, and family members.
In a teleconference held by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services to
announce the initiative, Department of
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Medicare PHR Test LLaunched in Two States

givers. Once a patient sets up a PHR, he
or she can then add other information and
ask Medicare to populate it with 2 years
of previous claims data,” Mr. Leavitt said.

This electronic information would be
valuable to both patients and providers,
he said. A patient “could have his or her
life saved because an emergency room
doctor has immediate knowledge of pre-
existing conditions or an allergy or cur-
rent medication. Routine medical visits
could be made more convenient, quick-
er, and efficient by reducing unnecessary
paperwork and duplicate tests.”

The goal of the initiative, known as the
Medicare Personal Health Record Choice
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functioning in the marketplace™” and able
to provide secure sites for downloading
sensitive information. Functionality, ease
of use, compliance with standards, ac-
cessibility to providers and family mem-
bers, and an outreach component to
draw Medicare participants to their sites
and develop PHRs were among selection
criteria, Mr. Weems said.

Mr. Weems said he was unsure how
many people could be expected to sign

up for the pilot program but noted that
the two states have a combined Medicare
service population of about 1 million.
The states also have a mix of rural and
urban residents.

In addition to developing online PHRSs,
Medicare recently launched a nationwide
program that will encourage doctors to
enroll in e-prescribing services. Those
who participate will receive financial in-
centives from Medicare, he said. [ |
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See 25% more patients...or

Cut your expenses 25%
by sharing your overhead.

Smart doctors share office space.

mm Academy of Urgent Care Medicine presents the

2009 Urgent Care Conference
September 23 - 25,2009
Coronado Bay Resort - San Diego, California

+ Apractical conference designed for the urgent care professional

* Featuring a Business Track with information to help you manage your practice &
aClinical Track to help you manage your patients

« Build your knowledge, review important topics, and discuss recent advances in
Urgent Care

« Earnup to 16 Category-1 CME hours
+ Network with like-minded urgent care providers
Register TODAY! Go to www.aaucm.org and click the conference logo.

For more information about this exciting event,
please visit www.aaucm.org or call 407-521-5789.

Your gift today helps
us make o difference
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