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Disclaimer
CARDIOLOGY NEWS assumes the statements made
in classified advertisements are accurate, but can-
not investigate the statements and assumes no re-
sponsibility or liability concerning their content.
Classified advertising in OB.GYN. NEWS should
avoid the use of language that imparts bias
against persons or groups on the basis of sex, race
or ethnicity, age, physical or mental disability, or
sexual orientation. The Publisher reserves the right
to decline, withdraw, or edit advertisements.
Every effort will be made to avoid mistakes, but
responsibility cannot be accepted for clerical or
printer errors.
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DiAttorney.com 

Call to learn how we can help you 
with your disability claim.

Our law firm represents medical and business professionals who are 
either preparing to file or have been denied benefits under their 
insurance policy. We also handle lump-sum buyouts.

Established in 1979, our litigation experience and disability claim 
handling knowledge has allowed us to help our clients receive 
disability benefits. Visit our website at: 

Hollywood

ATTORNEYS

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Moving?
Look to Classified Notices for practices

available in your area.

Have questions on classifieds?
Call Andrea LaMonica (914) 381-0569 • (800) 381-0569 for more information.

The Philadelphia Prenatal Diagnosis Update & 
Obstetrics/Medical Complications of Pregnancy Meeting

June 10-11, 2011
Hilton Philadelphia City Avenue, PA

Topic highlights for 2nd day: Maternal Heart (Dr Elkayam, Dr Bove, Dr Eisen) &
Renal Diseases (Dr Silva)  in Pregnancy, Maternal Mortality and Obesity and more. 

Information/Registration: http://philapregnancycenter.com/index_files/Page667.htm
Contact: 215-627-2229; Prenataldiagnosis@gmail.com

Online registration:  https://cme.med.upenn.edu/eventschedule.html

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas
and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME)
through the joint sponsorship of the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Philadel-
phia Pregnancy, Ultrasound & Genetic Center and the Obstetrics Society of Philadelphia.
The University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine is accredited by the ACCME to provide
continuing medical education for physicians.

The University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine designates this educational activity for
a maximum of 15.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the cred-
it commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
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Cardiology News Rates
4 Column Classified Ads

From 1” to 12”
Sizes from 1/48th of a page

to a full page

For Deadlines and
More Information Contact:

Andrea LaMonica
60 Columbia Road, Building B

Morristown, NJ 07960
Tel: 1-800-381-0569

or fax your ad to: 914-381-0573

Email ad to: a.lamonica@elsevier.com
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36 PRACTICE TRENDS  M AY  2 0 1 1  •  C A R D I O L O G Y  N E W S

HHS Puts $1 Billion Into Reducing Readmissions
B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

F
ederal officials are pouring a $1 billion into a new
initiative aimed at reducing hospital readmissions
and preventable injuries. 

The “Partnership for Patients” brings together physi-
cians, nurses, hospitals, patient advocates, insurers, and
employers for a 3-year project that will help spread the
lessons of successful quality improvement initiatives
across the country and provide tools for health care
providers. 

Many hospitals have already had success in reducing
readmissions or nearly eliminating hospital-acquired in-
fections, but those initiatives have not been adopted
widely enough, Health and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius said at a press conference to launch
the Partnership for Patients. 

“The challenge is how to figure out how to make
these models spread and accelerate this care improve-
ment,” she said. 

The goal of the program is to reduce preventable
hospital-acquired conditions by 40% compared to
2010 rates by the end of 2013. And officials are also

seeking to reduce hospital readmissions within 30 days
of discharge by 20% compared to 2010 rates. HHS of-
ficials estimate that the quality initiative will save
60,000 lives and up to $35 billion
in health care costs, including up
to $10 billion in savings for
Medicare alone. 

The $1 billion investment of
federal funds comes from the Af-
fordable Care Act. HHS officials
said they were making $500 mil-
lion available right away through
the Community-Based Care Tran-
sitions Program to support ef-
forts to improve care transitions between hospitals and
physicians in the community. Starting on April 12, hos-
pitals and community-based organizations that team up
to provide transition services can submit applications
to HHS for funding. 

An additional $500 million will become available
from the CMS Innovation Center to fund demonstra-
tion projects aimed at reducing hospital-acquired con-
ditions. 

Under the Partnership for Patients, HHS officials are
asking hospitals to focus on nine types of adverse
events including drug reactions, pressure ulcers, child-

birth complications, and surgical
site infections. 

Officials at Health and Hu-
man Services also plan to re-
cruit a group of “pioneer” hos-
pitals that would seek to
improve care for all forms of
harm and complications, ex-
plained Dr. Donald Berwick, ad-
ministrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Dr. Berwick added that these hospitals would go be-
yond the list of nine conditions set forth and seek to
transform themselves into “safer, high reliability or-
ganizations.” 

“By assembling this partnership and committing to
these ambitious goals, we’re sending a clear message
that we can no longer accept a health care system in
which only some Americans get the best possible care,”
Ms. Sebelius said. ■

‘We can no longer
accept a health
care system in
which only some
Americans get the
best possible
care.’

SEC. SEBELIUS


