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Medicaid Children Lack Access to Specialty Care
B Y  F R A N C E S  C O R R E A

FROM THE NEW ENGLAND 

JOURNAL OF MEDICINE

C
hildren who get their health insur-
ance through Medicaid and the
Children’s Health Insurance Plan

may not have the same access to specialist
care as do their privately insured peers, ac-
cording to a study conducted in Chicago.

Researchers at the University of Chica-
go completed calls to 273 specialty clinics
in dermatology, otolaryngology, en-
docrinology, neurology, orthopedics, psy-
chiatry, and allergy/immunology, posing
as mothers seeking appointments for a
child who needed specialty care. Every
caller said that he or she was referred from
the child’s primary care physician or an
emergency department. 

Data were collected by trained, super-
vised graduate students at the university
from January through May 2010 (N. Engl.
J. Med. 2011;364:2324-33). Two-thirds of
callers who said their child was insured by
Medicaid or CHIP were denied appoint-
ments, compared with 11% of those

claiming private insurance. Only 89 clinics
accepted both Medicaid and CHIP insur-
ance. Medicaid/CHIP enrollees had to
wait an average of 42 days for their
appointment, compared with 20 days for
those with private insurance. 

The study was conducted in Cook
County, Ill., where the ratio of specialists

to the population is
218 to 100,000, the
highest in the nation. 

Lead author Dr.
Karin Rhodes of the
University of Penn-
sylvania, Philadelphia,
said that although she
was not entirely sur-
prised by the findings,
she was disappointed
to see such disparities.
As state and federal
governments struggle
to pay for Medicaid,
cutting the funding
will only further
exacerbate existing
access disparities.

Although this issue is not unique to Illi-
nois, it occurs almost exclusively among
private practices that function under the
fee-for-service payment model, according
to Dr. Ronald E. Kleinman, physician-in-
chief of MassGeneral Hospital for Chil-
dren, Boston. Private practices often are
daunted by the logistics of these public

plans, such as onerous paperwork, low
reimbursements, and extended waiting
periods – often 6-12 months – for pay-
ment, Dr. Kleinman said in an interview. 

The state of Illinois supported the study.
Dr. Rhodes and her colleague reported no
relevant conflicts of interest. ■

Two-thirds of Medicaid/CHIP enrollees were denied
appointments, compared with 11% of those privately insured.
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Have questions on classifieds?
Call Robert Zwick (973) 290-8226

for more information.
Email ad to: r.zwick@elsevier.com

Disclaimer
PEDIATRIC NEWS assumes the statements
made in classified advertisements are ac-
curate, but cannot investigate the state-
ments and assumes no responsibility or li-
ability concerning their content. The
Publisher reserves the right to decline,
withdraw, or edit advertisements. Every ef-
fort will be made to avoid mistakes, but re-
sponsibility cannot be accepted for cleri-
cal or printer errors.

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

PRACTICES FOR SALE

Commonwealth Emergency Physicians (CEP) is a democratic and responsive physician
group providing emergency department medical services at Inova Loudoun Hospital (ILH)
in Leesburg, Virginia. Opportunities are available for BC Pediatric EM Physicians or BC
Pediatricians with pediatric emergency medicine experience to join the group. 

ILH - The Pediatric ED sees an annual patient volume of 17,000 with tremendous growth
expectations. Each room has bedside ultrasound and critical care capabilities.  Physician
coverage is 24 hours per day with midlevel coverage during peak volume times. ILH shares
ties with two of the nearby tertiary care pediatric teaching hospitals; Inova Fairfax Hospital
for Children and Children’s National Medical Center.  

CEP offers an excellent hourly guarantee plus incentive pay structure, a comprehensive ben-
efits package which includes malpractice insurance with tail coverage, moving al-
lowance/sign-on-bonus of up to $50,000 and partnership potential.  

For more information, contact Sharon Doggett at (800) 346-0747, ext. 6008 or email:
sdoggett@psrinc.net

SOLO PEDIATRIC PRACTICES
FOR SALE

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES
1. New York-SW Nassau County, L.I
2. New York-Northern

Westchester City- w/Condo
3. Texas- Houston

Call: Gary Wiessen
631-281-2810

buysellpractices.com
All inquires totally confidential

MONROE,
LOUISIANA

Affinity Health Group in Monroe, LA, is
looking for a BC/BE Pediatrician to join
rapidly growing, multi-specialty group prac-
tice to provide direct care to pediatric pa-
tients.  Practice consists of private and
Medicare Insurance. $125,000-$175,000/
Yr base pay, plus BENEFITS.

Contact Michael Echols at 1-888-823-
1910 x1267


