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and myriad other issues around Vy-
torin. It also prompted a torrent of class
action suits alleging marketing fraud by
the two drug makers.

The agency said physicians should
not stop prescribing Vytorin or Zetia
(ezetimibe), but should, in conjunction
with patients, “carefully consider the
available data and current labeling for
Zetia and Vytorin as they make indi-
vidual treatment decisions.”

Dr. Jenkins pointed out that neither of
these products has any data on reduc-
tion of heart attack or stroke as of yet.
Cardiovascular events will be measured
in the companies’ ongoing Improved

www.internalmedicinenews.com

Reduction of Outcomes: Vytorin Effi-
cacy International Trial IMPROVE-IT),
which will be completed in 2011.

“If a physician wants the certainty of
using a product that has outcomes data,
[there are] a large number of those
products available,” he said.

Merck and Schering-Plough “acted
with integrity and good faith in con-
nection with the trial,” said Thomas
Koestler, Ph.D., president of the Scher-
ing-Plough Research Institute. “We
stand behind Vytorin and Zetia and
stand behind our science,” said Peter S.
Kim, Ph.D., Merck Research Laborato-
ries president. [ ]
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A WATCH

Percentage of Adults Who Had Cholesterol Checked Is Highest on the East Coast

) 62.8%-68.0%
I 68.1%-73.0%

[]73.1%-78.0%
[ ]78.1%-81.0%

Note: Based on 2005
estimated data from the
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
on the percentage of adults who had their cholesterol checked during the preceding 5 years.
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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