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National Provider Identifier Deadline Is Nearing
B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

Ne w York Bureau

The clock is ticking for physicians to
sign up for a National Provider
Identifier, the new 10-digit number

that will be used by Medicare, Medicaid,
and many private health plans to process
claims.

The deadline for registering for an NPI
number is May 23. 

Physicians who are not using an NPI af-
ter that date could experience cash flow
disruptions, according to the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

The transition to a single identifier that
can be used across health plans is required
under the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996.
Most health plans and all health care clear-

inghouses must begin using NPIs to
process physicians’ claims in standard
transactions by May 23. 

Small health plans have another year to
become compliant. 

“The NPI is the new standard identify-
ing number for all health care billing trans-
actions, not just for billing Medicare or
Medicaid. 

“National standards like the NPI will
make electronic data exchanges a viable
and preferable alternative to paper pro-
cessing for health care providers and
health plans alike,” said Aaron Hase, a
CMS spokesman. 

As of Jan. 29, more than 1.6 million
NPIs had been assigned, according to
CMS. 

Physicians and other health care
providers can apply for an NPI online or

by using a paper application. In addition,
organizations like hospitals or profession-
al associations can submit applications for
several physicians in an electronic file. 

Officials at CMS are urging physicians
who haven’t yet signed up to do so soon.
A physician who submits a properly com-
pleted electronic application could have his
or her NPI in 10 days. 

However, it can take 120 days to do the
remaining work to use it, Mr. Hase said.
The preparation includes working on in-
ternal billing systems; coordinating with
billing services, vendors, and clearing-
houses; and testing the new identifier with
payers, he said. 

So far, the process of obtaining an NPI
has been relatively easy, said Brian Whit-
man, senior analyst for regulatory and in-
surer affairs at the American College of

Physicians. The application process itself
takes only about 10 minutes, he said.

But one thing to be aware of is that you
may already have an NPI. Because some
large employers may have already regis-
tered their providers, physicians may be
surprised to learn that they already have
a number, Mr. Whitman said. 

As the May deadline approaches and
more and more physicians get registered,
the next question is how widely CMS
plans to disseminate the NPIs. 

CMS officials have said they are consid-
ering creating some type of directory of
NPIs that could be available to physicians
and office staff. ■

Physicians can apply for an NPI online at
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov or call 1-800-465-
3203 to request a paper application. 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

PEDIATRIC POSITIONS
CENTRAL CONNECTICUT
400-bed community hospital has two
Pediatrician openings – outpatient (no call)
and an inpatient/outpatient position. These
hospital-employed positions offer a com-
petitive salary and a full benefits package.
Located in Central Connecticut just 25
minutes from Hartford. Affordable homes,
excellent schools, and a variety of social
and recreational amenities. Contact Ken
Sammut at 888-372-9415 or
e-mail ksammut@cejkasearch.com
ID#28174PW. For more opportunities, visit
www.cejkasearch.com

Naples, Florida
Dynamic dedicated BE/BC FT/PT Pediatri-
cian with good interpersonal skills is sought
for an established dynamic 3 pediatrician pri-
vate practice in beautiful Naples. Great ben-
efits and work environment. Reduced call
and early partnership is available for the right
person. Well organized practice with EMR
and frivolous lawsuit prevention program.
Practice has great business staff and great
financial profile. Affluent gulf coast commu-
nity with low crime and excellent schools.
Great year round weather. Great place to
live. Please contact Diane at 239-593-7000
or dsmith@docs4kids.us

PRACTICE FOR SALE

VERY BUSY PEDIATRIC SOLO PRAC-
TICE OVER 25 YEARS FOR SALE IN
JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY.
CALL 1-877-238-3972

WESTERN
NORTH CAROLINA

BE/BC Pediatrician FT/PT to join well-
established, friendly 30-year practice in N.C.
mountains. First year guarantee. Please
send CV to 828-369-4241 or
marlene_lanepaf@yahoo.com also visit
our website at www.pafkids.com

North East Florida
Opportunity

Board C/E Pediatrician is invited to work few
steps from the Atlantic Ocean in the beau-
tiful Jacksonville Beach, enjoy working with
2 Providers in a growing Pediatrics Practice.
Enjoy the best school system in Florida. Live
where the river meets the beach and drive
to Disney. No hassle of attending deliveries,
no ER calls. Competitive salary and bene-
fits. Fax your resume to 904-242-4221.

Phoenix, Arizona
New opportunity for FT BC/BE pediatrician to join our practice in Phoenix’s west valley. Op-
portunity to run your own office with two mid-levels with the support of a large group. This po-
sition is in an underserved area of Phoenix with high Medicaid and Spanish speaking
populations. Evening call 1:7, Weekends 1:10. Compensation includes competitive salary, strong
benefit package including 401(k), and substantial time off.

Please contact Chris O’Connell at (623) 332-6370 or coconnell@dvpeds.com for more
information.

New Mexico, Farmington
The Land of Enchantment

Join a group of seven Pediatricians and one CPNP in Farmington, New Mexico, a rapidly grow-
ing city in the Four Corners area and a great place to raise a family! Enjoy Rocky Mountain
Beauty, Southwestern Culture and World-Class Golf, Skiing, & Trout Fishing....
Hospital Employed Position. Excellent Benefits. Salary & Production bonus. Retirement Plan.
Call 1 in 5. Contact Terri Smith – San Juan Regional Medical Center. Phone: 888-282-6591.
Fax: 505-324-3370. E-mail: tsmith@sjrmc.net     www.sanjuanregional.com

Orlando, Florida
Immediate position for Pediatrician in the
Orlando, Fl. area. BC/BE, licensed in the
state of Fl. Great Compensation package,
including CME. June graduates can apply.
Send Resume to 407-944-9796.

Position available to join private Pediatric
practice in Oaklawn, Illinois. Affiliated
with Advocate Hope Children’s Hospital.
20 hrs. a week with potential for ex-
panded role within 12-24 months.

Please fax resume to 630-323-1494, or
email to odsawlani@yahoo.com

URGENT CARE—
The Future of Healthcare
American Academy of Urgent Care Medicine

•
Urgent Care Medicine

• Accredited by ACCME
to Provide CME

• Urgent Care Center
Accreditation
Program

• Annual Conferences
• Excellent Malpractice

Coverage Available

Visit www.urgentcaremedicine.org or call 
407.521.5789 to learn more!

Help your patients’ families with 
the frustration of nocturnal enuresis

www.bedwettingstore.com
Order your FREE
patient catalogs.

• Bedwetting alarms 
• Waterproof bedding
• Vibrating watches 
• Books on bedwetting

Your patients’ families find what they need to
support your treatment plan at the Bedwetting
Store, America’s favorite source for alarms,
waterproof bedding, books and supplies. 

Call 1-800-214-9605 for a supply 
of catalogs.


