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Blog Brings Texas Dermatology Students Together 
B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

Senior Writer

N E W O R L E A N S —  Some members of
the dermatology community are getting
in on the latest Internet craze—blogging. 

A “blog,” which is shorthand for “Web
log,” can be anything from an online diary
to a list of Web links. Blogging has really
taken off in areas like entertainment and
politics, but now a group at the Universi-
ty of Texas, Galveston, is trying it out as

a way to bring together medical students
interested in dermatology. 

Medical students at the University of
Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) launched
a blog last summer (www.digutmb.
blogspot.com) as a way to encourage in-
terest in dermatology and improve com-
munication about activities on campus
and in the community. 

Tasneem Poonawalla, Pharm.D., a med-
ical student at UTMB, and Richard F. Wag-
ner, Jr., M.D., a professor of dermatology

there, presented information on the blog
at the annual meeting of the American
Academy of Dermatology. 

“People are just more cohesive now be-
cause of the Web site,” said Dr. Poon-
awalla, who came up with the idea for the
blog and operates the site. 

Ms. Poonawalla said she doesn’t con-
sider herself to be technologically savvy
but found that creating the site was fair-
ly easy. She used one of a number of on-
line services that help users to construct

Web sites using customizable templates.
The site acts as an electronic newsletter

and offers information on research, clini-
cal experiences, and volunteer opportuni-
ties within the dermatology community.
It highlights achievements by students,
residents, and faculty at UTMB. 

The site can also help students find der-
matology mentors, and even offers infor-
mation to patients about preventive mea-
sures to protect against skin diseases. 

So far, the site has been dominated by
announcements, Ms. Poonawalla said, but
she is working toward creating more of a
conversation on the blog. 

“It’s a great resource,” said Dr. Wagner,
who is also the faculty advisor for the stu-
dent-run blog. 

There has been a lot of positive re-
sponse about the blog, Dr. Wagner said,
and he has used it as a way to provide stu-
dents with more information about pur-
suing a career in dermatology. 

The Web site is unique, he said, because
it is so comprehensive. “Ours is sort of like
a diary of what is happening day to day,”
Dr. Wagner said. 

The biggest plus, Ms. Poonawalla said,
is having so much information accessible
in one place. 

Her advice to people thinking about
starting a blog is to just go for it. “People
tend to get intimidated by technology,”
she said. ■

AAMC Explores

Ways of Curbing

Med School Debt

U.S. medical schools need to improve their
tuition- and fee-setting processes to help
students pay off their debts, the Associa-
tion of American Medical Colleges con-
cluded in a new study. 

The median indebtedness of medical
school graduates has increased dramati-
cally during the last 20 years—from
$20,000 for both public and private schools
in 1984, to almost $140,000 and $100,000
for private and public schools, respective-
ly, last year. Physician income has remained
relatively flat, according to the study con-
ducted by an AAMC working group

To address rising tuition costs and stu-
dent debt, the AAMC recommended that
medical schools offer:
� Greater predictability about the student
costs of a medical education.
� Ongoing financial education for medical
students.
� More financial aid, with an emphasis on
need-based scholarships and on programs
offering loan repayment and forgiveness in
exchange for service in the military or to
underserved populations.
� Periodic self-reviews of attendance costs.

Medical schools should also reevaluate
their funding of medical education and de-
velop innovative methods to generate fi-
nancial support for financial aid programs
that would address current health care
needs, the AAMC recommended.

—Jennifer Silverman


