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Testing Urged for Secure E-Mailing to Patients

BY MARY ELLEN SCHNEIDER

New York Bureau

be testing reimbursement strategies

for secure electronic messaging be-
tween clinicians and patients, if the Amer-
ican Health Information Community has
anything to say about it.

The group, which advises Health and
Human Services Secretary Mike Leavitt on
health information technology (IT) inter-
operability issues, voted in May to urge
payers to pilot-test secure messaging to
evaluate possible forms of reimbursement,
physician work-flow issues, and the impact
on patient involvement in their care.

The widespread use of secure systems
that allow patients and physicians to com-
municate by e-mail has the potential to im-
prove quality and lower costs, especially
among patients with chronic diseases, Dr.
Douglas E. Henley, executive vice presi-
dent for the American Academy of Family
Physicians, said at a teleconference of the
American Health Information Community
(AHIC). Reimbursement will be essential to
stimulating the widespread use of email and
other communication tools, said Dr. Hen-
ley, who is a member of AHIC.

Public and private payers may soon

Deadline Nears
For Medicare ID
Application

Physicians need to apply now for a na-
tional provider identifier number in or-
der to start using them in May 2007, ac-
cording to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services.

The national provider identifier (NPI) is
a 10-digit number that does not expire or
change; it is used to speed claims process-
ing. The Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act mandates that the NPI
be used for all standard health care trans-
actions involving both public and private
payers starting on May 23, 2007. Small
health plans, defined as having annual re-
ceipts of $5 million or less, are given an ad-
ditional year to comply.

A physician needs only one NPI, re-
gardless of the number of specialties, li-
censes, or practice locations he or she
may have. Once assigned to the physician,
that number will stay with him or her
through job changes and relocations.

Physicians will need to have several
numbers on hand before applying, such as
their health care license number or cer-
tificate number and any “legacy identi-
fiers,” such as a unique physician identifi-
cation number (UPIN). If physicians have
numbers issued by Medicaid and other
health plans, they also need to be includ-
ed in the application.

—Nancy Nickell

Apply online for an NPI at

https:/ /NPPES.cms.hhs.gov; or call
1-800-465-3203 for a paper application. For
mote information, go to http://www.cms.hhs.
gov/apps/npi/01_overview.asp.

AHIC also voted to recommend that the
Healthcare Information Technology Stan-
dards Panel, an independent group that fa-
cilitates harmonization of standards, work
on defining standards for secure messag-
ing that will be interoperable with elec-
tronic health records. Dr. David J. Brailer,
the former national coordinator for health
I'T and the vice chair of AHIC, said the de-
velopment of standards in this area should
move along quickly.

And in an effort to ensure that access to

secure messaging is available to all patients
and clinicians, AHIC is asking officials at the
Health and Human Services Department
to look at how to address the gaps in access
to computers and the Internet for poor and
underserved populations and the safety net
providers that provide their care.

AHIC also recommended that the fed-
eral government work with state agencies
and professional societies to develop new
licensing alternatives that address the abil-
ity to provide electronic care delivery

across state lines through secure messag-
ing systems. This will be especially im-
portant in times of national emergency,
said Dr. Mark McClellan, administrator of
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services and cochair of AHIC’s chronic
care workgroup.

In another recommendation, the group
called on the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality to look at existing stud-
ies on health IT use by the elderly, ill, and
underserved populations. m
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See what he can regain
from your prescription choice

Write his testosterone back to normal
and help him leave the symptoms behind.
Easy-to-use AndroGel® provides results on multiple levels.?
* Proven to restore testosterone within 24 hours?
— Achieves steady state in 2 to 3 days
— Remains in physiological range

PO |

P Ta N e T2 an
dlL Udys DU, YU, dllU 1oy

* In clinical trials, improved symptoms including?

— Mood/energy
— Sexual desire and function
— Body composition

-

— Bone mineral density

——"

-
,‘.%

W

——t

AndroGel’

Please see brief summary of full prescribing information on adjacent page.
AndroGel is a registered trademark of Unimed Pharmaceuticals, Inc, a Solvay Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Company.

All rights reserved.

Printed in USA

(testosterone gel) 1% &

Help him regain what's lost

Indication: AndroGel is indicated for replacement therapy in males for conditions associated with a deficiency or
absence of endogenous testosterone.

Contraindications: Androgens are contraindicated in men with carcinoma of the breast or known or suspected
carcinoma of the prostate. AndroGel is not indicated for use in women.

Warning: Geriatric patients treated with androgens may be at an increased risk for the development of prostatic
hyperplasia and prostatic carcinoma.

The most frequent adverse events reported by >5% of patients associated with the consistent use of AndroGel
included abnormal lab test, acne, prostate disorder, and application site reaction.

References: 1. Mulligan T, Borel R, Frick M, Zuraw Q, Stemhagen A. The HIM Study (Hypogonadism in Males): an epidemiological program to estimate the population prevalence
of hypogonadism in men over 45. Poster presented at: Annual Scientific Assembly of the American Academy of Family Physicians; October 13-17, 2004; Orlando, Fla.
2. AndroGel [package insert]. Marietta, Ga: Unimed Pharmaceuticals, Inc; 2005. 3. Swerdloff RS, Wang C, Cunningham G, et al, and the Testosterone Gel Study Group. Long-term
pharmacokinetics of transdermal testosterone gel in hypogonadal men. J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2000;85:4500-4510.

Marketed by

Solvay .
Pharmaceuticals

June 2006


Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.
You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.

GENERAL ----------------------------------------
File Options:
     Compatibility: PDF 1.2
     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes
     Embed Thumbnails: No
     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually
     Distill From Page: 1
     Distill To Page: All Pages
     Binding: Left
     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi
     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] Point

COMPRESSION ----------------------------------------
Color Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes
     JPEG Quality: Low
     Bits Per Pixel: As Original Bit
Grayscale Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes
     JPEG Quality: Low
     Bits Per Pixel: As Original Bit
Monochrome Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Compression Type: CCITT
     CCITT Group: << /Columns 5 /K -1 /Rows 56 >>
     Anti-Alias To Gray: No

     Compress Text and Line Art: Yes

FONTS ----------------------------------------
     Embed All Fonts: Yes
     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes
     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %
     When Embedding Fails: Warn and Continue
Embedding:
     Always Embed: [ ]
     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]

COLOR ----------------------------------------
Color Management Policies:
     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB
     Intent: Default
Working Spaces:
     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain
     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1
     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2
Device-Dependent Data:
     Preserve Overprint Settings: No
     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No
     Transfer Functions: Preserve
     Preserve Halftone Information: Yes

ADVANCED ----------------------------------------
Options:
     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes
     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes
     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes
     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No
     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes
     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes
     ASCII Format: No
Document Structuring Conventions (DSC):
     Process DSC Comments: Yes
     Log DSC Warnings: No
     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes
     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No
     Preserve OPI Comments: No
     Preserve Document Information From DSC: No

OTHERS ----------------------------------------
     Distiller Core Version: 4050
     Use ZIP Compression: Yes
     Deactivate Optimization: No
     Image Memory: 524288 Byte
     Anti-Alias Color Images: No
     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No
     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes
     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1

END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------

IMPRESSED GmbH
Bahrenfelder Chaussee 49
22761 Hamburg, Germany
Tel. +49 40 897189-0
Fax +49 40 897189-71
Email: info@impressed.de
Web: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<
     /ColorSettingsFile ()
     /LockDistillerParams false
     /DetectBlends true
     /ParseDSCComments true
     /DoThumbnails false
     /AntiAliasMonoImages false
     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
     /MaxSubsetPct 100
     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)
     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]
     /ColorImageResolution 150
     /UsePrologue true
     /ColorImageDepth -1
     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
     /PreserveOverprintSettings false
     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
     /EmitDSCWarnings false
     /CreateJobTicket false
     /DownsampleMonoImages true
     /DownsampleColorImages true
     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 5 /K -1 /Rows 56 >>
     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>
     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)
     /MonoImageDepth -1
     /PreserveEPSInfo false
     /AutoFilterGrayImages true
     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     /SubsetFonts true
     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
     /ASCII85EncodePages false
     /PreserveCopyPage true
     /EncodeMonoImages true
     /PreserveOPIComments false
     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>
     /AntiAliasGrayImages false
     /GrayImageDepth -1
     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
     /EndPage -1
     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
     /EncodeColorImages true
     /EncodeGrayImages true
     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     /Optimize true
     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
     /MonoImageResolution 300
     /GrayImageResolution 150
     /AutoFilterColorImages true
     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]
     /ImageMemory 524288
     /OPM 1
     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
     /EmbedAllFonts true
     /StartPage 1
     /DownsampleGrayImages true
     /AntiAliasColorImages false
     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
     /CompressPages true
     /Binding /Left
>> setdistillerparams
<<
     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]
     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]
>> setpagedevice


