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● 77.9% efficacy against all severities of pertussis: 
≥1 day of laboratory-confirmed cough4,5

● 84.9% efficacy against severe/WHO§-defined pertussis: 
≥21 days of consecutive paroxysmal cough with culture or 
serologic confirmation or contact with a confirmed case4,6

● Vaccines that are protective against mild pertussis may be 
more effective at interrupting disease transmission4,7

*Incidence data for reporting 2004 is provisional and cumulative (year-to-date)1; †DTaP = Diphtheria, tetanus, 
and acellular pertussis; ‡CPT is a registered trademark of the American Medical Association; §WHO = World
Health Organization. 
DAPTACEL vaccine is manufactured by Sanofi Pasteur Limited and distributed by Sanofi Pasteur Inc. 
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Outpatient PID Treatment Dicey With Adolescents
B Y  T I M O T H Y  F. K I R N

Sacramento Bureau

L O S A N G E L E S — Adolescents treated
for pelvic inflammatory disease are not
likely to complete a 14-day course of an-
tibiotics nor return for 72-hour evaluation,
according to a study designed to see if im-
plementation of a rigorous institutional
protocol could improve care.

The protocol helped, but only some-
what, Maria Trent, M.D., said at the an-

nual meeting of the Society for Adolescent
Medicine. Previous studies have suggest-
ed that even adults have a difficult time
adhering to the outpatient regimen.

The study compared management of 56
adolescent females diagnosed with pelvic
inflammatory disease (PID) before imple-
mentation of the protocol with the man-
agement of 72 females seen afterward.

The protocol included disseminating a
treatment algorithm and a clinical practice
guideline based on Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention recommenda-
tions, making available a full 14-day course
of medications at discharge, providing
written discharge instructions, and fol-
lowing up by telephone 24 hours to 2
weeks after the patients were initially seen.
The patients were seen in a pediatric emer-
gency department or a primary care clin-
ic in urban Baltimore.

Before the intervention, 38% of patients
did not receive an appropriate regimen,
and only 10% returned at 72 hours to

check on resolution of symptoms, as the
CDC guidelines recommend, said Dr.
Trent, an adolescent medicine specialist at
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.

During the intervention, 91% of pa-
tients received an appropriate regimen.
But only 43% returned for reevaluation,
and an interview with 28 patients con-
tacted after treatment found that only
61% had taken all of their doses.

Physicians should give serious consider-
ation to inpatient treatment, she said. ■
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