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Improvement Plan Gets Test

The American College of Cardiology is
ready to try out its new practice-assess-
ment and improvement program. Twen-
ty practices will participate in a pilot of
the Cardiovascular Practice Recognition
Program during January 2010. The pilot
will test how the program can set goals
and targets for cardiovascular specialists,
provide a road map for performance im-
provements, and standardize assessment
methods. The ACC selected representa-
tives of every type of practice: urban and
rural, small and large, academic and hos-
pital based. Electronic medical records
are not necessary, but practices will be re-
quired to collect data during the month
and submiit it to a Web site. Each will re-
ceive a $1,000 stipend to defray costs.
The organization said it aims to collect
enough data from the 20 practices to val-
idate various program approaches to
“continuous quality improvement.”

Americans Uneducated on Diabetes

Americans earn a “failing grade” on di-
abetes awareness, according to an online
survey sponsored by the American Dia-
betes Association. Participants who an-
swered a series of questions scored just
51% overall. Although more than three-
fourths of respondents knew that not all
diabetes patients need daily insulin in-
jections, only 12% knew that the rec-
ommended diet for people with diabetes
does not restrict starchy foods any more
than does the diet recommended for all
adults. “Many Americans have a very
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limited understanding of the basic facts
about diabetes, as well as the serious con-
sequences for health that accompany
the disease,” Sue McLaughlin, the ADA’s
president for health care and education,
said in a statement. “Unfortunately, nu-
merous myths about diabetes exist, mak-
ing it difficult for people to believe the
science-based facts.” The survey of more
than 2,000 adults was conducted by Har-
ris Interactive.

Stroke More Common in Kids?

The rate of childhood stroke in a man-
aged care plan was 2.4 per 100,000 per-
son-years, two to four times as high as
past estimates, according to an analysis
of imaging studies and diagnostic cod-
ing. The previous underestimates relied
on diagnostic coding alone, researchers
from the University of California, San
Francisco, wrote (Stroke 2009 Sept. 17
[doi: 10.1161/ strokeaha.109.564633)).
The team analyzed the medical records
of just over 2 million children aged 19
years or younger who were enrolled in
the Kaiser Permanente managed care
plan in Northern California from 1993 to
2003. Stroke cases were confirmed
through chart reviews by neurologists.
They found that radiology was signifi-
cantly more sensitive (83%) than was di-
agnostic coding (39%).

Adverse Event Reports Go Unused

The Food and Drug Administration’s
Center for Devices and Radiological
Health fails to use adverse event reports
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in a systematic manner to detect and ad-
dress medical device safety problems, a
report from the Health and Human Ser-
vices Office of the Inspector General
found. Manufacturers and medical facil-
ities are required to promptly submit re-
ports to the FDA center following ad-
verse events, which can include deaths,
serious injuries, and device malfunctions.
But the center has no documentation of
following up on these events, and it fails
to read most reports in a timely fashion,
according to the report. Meanwhile, re-
ports of problems with medical devices
are increasing, the Inspector General’s of-
fice found: The FDA center received
about 73,000 adverse event reports in
2003 but more than 150,000 in 2007.

New Surgeon General Confirmed
Family physician Regina Benjamin has
been unanimously confirmed by the
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Senate as the U.S. Surgeon General. Dr.
Benjamin, founder and CEO of the Bay-
ou La Batre (Ala.) Rural Health Clinic,
will start her work by responding to the
influenza A(H1N1) pandemic, HHS Sec-
retary Kathleen Sebelius said in a state-
ment. The American Academy of Fam-
ily Physicians praised the confirmation.
“All Americans will benefit from Dr.
Benjamin’s medical expertise, clinical
experience, and advocacy for all pa-
tients,” the academy’s president, Dr.
Lori Heim, said in a statement. “She is
committed to ensuring that everyone
has access to health care, regardless of
economic status ....” Dr. Heim also
praised Dr. Benjamin’s perseverance in
providing care to the underserved. Since
the late 1990s, her clinic was destroyed
by two hurricanes, Georges and Katrina,
as well as a fire.

—Alicia Ault
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Cardiology Opportunities — Interventional Non-invasive

Practice in a technologically-advanced program offering a full spectrum of cardiac services.
Expanding tertiary referral network, excellent call schedule and highly competitive com-
pensation. Nationally recognized for clinical excellence. Located near the magnificent Rocky
Mountains in Billings, Montana. Friendly college community has great schools, safe neigh-
borhoods and family activities. Exciting outdoor recreation just minutes from home. 300 days
of sunshine! Contact: Rochelle Woods, 800.303.6893

rdwoods @ mountainmedgroup.com

To place a classified ad in Cardiology News, contact Andrea LaMonica, (800) 381-0569;
FAX (914) 381-0573.
Email ad to: a.lamonica @elsevier.com
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& EKG Machines at Rock )
Bottom Prices!’

Medical Device Depot sells the best name brands at the lowest prices!
See beforeyou buy!!

Trade-ins Welcome!!

Our machines come with a long-
term warranty and in-office training.
Choose from the following special deals:

AT-1i: Multi-channel EKG
wiinterpretation $2,477 $1,398
AT-2i: Multi-channel EKG wiinterpretation

9 fill mama nrintat €2 2777 €1 @CLC
& it page pnmuut Pad i PLIOIV

AT-2 light: Multi-channel EKG
wiinterpretation, full page printout &
alphanumeric keyboard $3,645 $2,275
AT-2 plus: Multi-channel EKG
wiinterpretation, full page printout,
alphanumeric keyboard & EKG

YEAR
-~ WARRANTY

AT-2 plus combo, EKG
w/Spirometry pictured

Pulse Oximeters from $199 -Spirometers $350-$2500 - PC Based
EKG $1800 - Stress Test Systems $2995 - PC Based Holter

waveform dlsplay $2995 $2,677 System $2900 - Ambulatory BP Monitors - Vital Signs Monitors
from $300 - Dopplers from $395 - Refurbished Ultrasounds

Add spirometry for $1,000
Call for on-site demonstration or more info!

877-646-3300- www.medicaldevicedepot.com

Also available at www.elsevierhealthcareers.com
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