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Senate Bill Seeks to Encourage Care for Elderly
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Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) has in-
troduced legislation aimed at ad-
dressing the potential crisis in pro-

viding care for elderly Americans. 
The bill, introduced in March, seeks to

offer a combination of educational-loan
forgiveness and career-advancement op-
portunities for health care professionals
choosing practice in nursing homes.

The Caring for an Aging America Act,
S. 2708, would have the federal govern-
ment provide $130 million over 5 years to
benefit physicians, physician assistants, ad-
vance practice nurses, psychologists, and
social workers choosing geriatrics and
gerontology. 

Aid would come primarily through ed-
ucational loan repayments for these pro-
fessionals. The bill already has been en-
dorsed by the American Geriatrics Society,
the National Council on Aging, the Na-
tional Association of Geriatric Education,
the Alzheimer’s Association, and the Na-
tional Association of Social Workers.

The American Medical Directors Asso-
ciation (AMDA), which represents nursing
facility practitioners, has approved the
bill’s concepts in principle. “I think over-
all, this really is a big step forward,” said
Dr. Paul Katz, AMDA vice president and
chief of geriatrics at
the University of
Rochester, N.Y. 

To benefit from
the loan repayment
provisions, health
care professionals
would not only need
to complete specialty
training in geriatrics
or gerontology but
also agree to provide full-time clinical
practice and service to older adults for a
minimum of 2 years. 

In addition, the bill would expand eligi-
bility for the Nursing Education Loan Re-
payment Program to include registered
nurses who complete specialty training
and provide nursing services to older
adults in long-term care settings. 

The proposed law also would expand

midcareer specialty training in long-term
care services through an existing training-
grant program. 

Sen. Boxer also proposes creation of a
Health and Long-Term Care Workforce
Advisory Panel for an Aging America,

which would advise
federal policy makers
on workforce issues
related to long-term
care for the country’s
aging population.

“The medical and
health community is
already struggling to
meet the demand for
geriatric health care

and support services, and the need for
trained professionals is only growing,”
Sen. Boxer said in a statement. “This leg-
islation will provide incentives to help en-
courage qualified practitioners to join the
geriatrics and gerontology fields.”

At press time, AMDA’s Public Policy
Committee was reviewing the actual leg-
islation, which Kathleen M. Wilson, the
group’s director of government affairs,

said is made up of initiatives closely simi-
lar to the concepts endorsed last year.

The loan guarantees in the legislation
could be worth up to $150,000 for a pro-
fessional who provides full-time health
care to older adults for 4 years. 

“That’s fairly substantial, and it has to be
substantial to get peoples’ attention,” Dr.
Katz said. “That’s something I’ve been
preaching for a while.”

However, Dr. Katz also warned that the
bill needs to better define “geriatric
providers” for the purposes of the legisla-
tion’s financial aid, especially non–physi-
cian providers. 

“Right now, for physicians there’s a for-
mal process of being trained in geriatrics,
so it’s not an issue. But for social workers
and therapists, there aren’t always spe-
cialty courses.”

Dr. Katz also noted that the bill is not
specific to long-term care. “It’s focusing on
geriatricians,” he said. 

“What about people who want to
practice in long-term care?” Overall,
though, Dr. Katz said he supports the
legislation. ■
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Under the bill, the federal
government would provide
$130 million over 5 years
to benefit physicians,
psychologists, and others
to choose geriatrics. 

SOUTH

BC/BE Psychiatrist

OCHSNER ST. ANNE
GENERAL HOSPITAL 

is seeking:

• A BC/BE Psychiatrist for an employed
position in Raceland, Louisiana

• Located 40 miles from New Orleans
with a population of approximately
40,000

• Not-for-profit critical access hospital
providing inpatient & outpatient ser-
vices with high quality, cost-effective
emergency, medical & surgical care

• Part of nationally renowned health sys-
tem of 7 hospitals, 600+ member
physician group, and 33 health centers

• Very competitive salary and benefits
• Family-oriented community with year-

round outdoor activities 
• Favorable malpractice environment

in Louisiana
• J-1 visa candidates are welcome to

apply
• Ochsner Health System is an equal

opportunity employer.

Please email CVs to: 
profrecruiting@ochsner.org
or call (800) 488-2240.  
Ref# APSYN5. EOE.

 

BC/BE Psychiatrist
Ochsner Health System North Shore is seeking a BC/BE Psychiatrist
to join an existing practice.

Ochsner Health System:
• Is a fully integrated health care delivery system employing over 600

physicians in over 80 specialties and sub-specialties.  Ochsner offers
services in over 35 clinics located throughout southeast Louisiana.

• Is a not-for-profit healthcare system providing inpatient & outpatient
services with high quality, cost-effective emergency, medical & surgi-
cal care.

• Offers a very competitive salary and a generous and comprehensive
benefits package.

• Has a favorable malpractice environment in Louisiana.

The North Shore:
• Is located near New Orleans, across Lake Pontchartrain.
• Has a population of approximately 350,000.
• Offers sophisticated living in a family-oriented environment, numerous

cultural, historical, and recreational activities, and is ranked as one of
the fastest growing areas in the United States.

• Has excellent public and private schools.

Visit our website at www.ochsner.org  
Please email CVs to:  profrecruiting@ochsner.org
Ref# APSYNS05, or call (800) 488-2240.  EOE

 

PRACTICES FOR SALE

Let’s
help
each
other:

✚
The American Red Cross

advertising contributed for the public good

the
good
neighbor

Clinical Psychiatry News is sent each month
to over 42,000 psychiatrists, and child psy-
chiatrists—both office- and hospital-based.
Bring your opportunities to their attention.

Prime location in Lakewood, Washington,
minutes to Seattle. Spaces available for
three practitioners. Abundant parking,
wheelchair accessible. Seller transferring to
sunny weather. Will stay without money to
introduce patients and resources. Asking for
70K or less if cash upfront. Practice gross-
ing 60K for just 18 hour week, more if full
time!!!
Contact 253-581-6303; jazbaut@aol.com




