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Fertility Experts Offer Support for Bioethics Report

BY KATE JOHNSON

Montreal Bureau

PHILADELPHIA — Recommendations
on assisted reproductive technologies is-
sued by the President’s Council on
Bioethics in 2004 aim to prevent “rene-
gade investigators from doing unethical
procedures” and are unlikely to meet with
opposition from most fertility experts,
according to Marian Damewood, M.D.,
immediate past president of the American

Society for Reproductive Medicine.

“The government regulation that has
been proposed is on specific targeted leg-
islative measures, such as preventing hu-
man/animal combinations from being
born. And I don’t think anyone would dis-
agree with those measures,” Dr. Dame-
wood said in an interview after the coun-
cil’s chairman, Leon Kass, M.D., discussed
the recommendations during a presenta-
tion at the ASRM’s annual meeting.

The council’s recommendations—pub-

lished as part of a report, “Reproduction
and Responsibility: The Regulation of
New Biotechnologies,” released in March,
2004—fall into three categories:

» The pursuit of longitudinal studies and
data collection to monitor the health and
well-being of women affected by assisted
reproductive technology procedures.

» The strengthening of monitoring sys-
tems to track success rates and adverse
events and ensure compliance with pro-
fessional guidelines.
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INDICATION
REMINYL® (galantamine hydrobromide) is indicated for the treatment of mild to moderate dementia of the
Alzheimer’s type.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
REMINYL® is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to galantamine hydrobromide or to
any excipients used in the formulation.

WARNINGS

Anesthesia: Galantamine is likely to exaggerate the neuromuscular blocking effects of succinylcholine-
type and similar neuromuscular blocking agents during anesthesia.

Cardiovascular Conditions: Cholinesterase inhibitors have vagotonic effects on the sinoatrial and
atrioventricular nodes, leading to bradycardia and AV block. These actions may be particularly important
to patients with supraventricular cardiac conduction disorders or to patients taking other drugs
concomitantly that significantly slow heart rate. Bradycardia and all types of heart block have been
reported in patients both with and without known underlying cardiac conduction abnormalities. Therefore
all patients should be considered at risk for adverse effects on cardiac conduction. In randomized
controlled trials, bradycardia was reported more frequently in galantamine-treated patients than in
placebo-treated patients. No increased incidence of heart block was observed at the recommended
doses. Patients treated with galantamine up to 24 mg/day using the recommended dosing schedule
showed a dose-related increase in risk of syncope.

Gastrointestinal Conditions: Patients should be monitored closely for symptoms of active or occult
gastrointestinal bleeding, especially those with an increased risk for developing ulcers, e.g., those with a
history of ulcer disease or patients using concurrent nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDS).
REMINYL® has been shown to produce nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, anorexia, and weight loss. (See
ADVERSE REACTIONS)

Genitourinary : Cholinomimetics may cause bladder outflow obstruction.

Neurological Conditions: Seizures: Cholinesterase inhibitors are believed to have some potential to
cause generalized convulsions. In clinical trials, there was no increase in the incidence of convulsions
with REMINYL® compared to placebo.

Pulmonary Conditions: Galantamine should be prescribed with care to patients with a history of severe
asthma or obstructive pulmonary disease.

PRECAUTIONS

Information for Patients and Caregivers: The recommended administration is twice per day, preferably
with morning and evening meal. Dose increases should follow minimum of four weeks at prior dose.
Following the recommended dosage and administration can minimize the most frequent adverse events
associated with use of the drug. Patients and caregivers should be advised to ensure adequate fluid
intake during treatment. If therapy has been interrupted for several days or longer, the patient should be
restarted at the lowest dose and the dose escalated to the current dose.

Caregivers should be instructed in the correct procedure for administering REMINYL® Oral Solution. In
addition, they should be informed of the existence of an Instruction Sheet (included with the product)
describing how the solution is to be administered. They should be urged to read this sheet prior to
administering REMINYL® Oral Solution. Caregivers should direct questions about the administration of
the solution to either their physician or pharmacist.

Special Populations

Hepatic Impairment: In patients with moderately impaired hepatic function, dose titration should
proceed cautiously (See CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY in full prescribing information and DOSAGE
AND ADMINISTRATION). The use of REMINYL® in patients with severe hepatic impairment is not
recommended.

Renal Impairment: In patients with moderately impaired renal function, dose titration should proceed
cautiously (See CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY in full prescribing information and DOSAGE AND
ADMINISTRATION). In patients with severely impaired renal function (CLer < 9 ml/min) the use of
REMINYL® is not recommended.

Drug-Drug Interactions

Use with Anticholinergics: Galantamine has the potential to interfere with the activity of anticholinergic
medications.

Use with Choli and Other Cholii itors: A synergistic effect is expected
when cholinesterase inhibitors are given concurrently with succmylchollne other cholinesterase inhibitors,
similar neuromuscular blocking agents or cholinergic agonists such as bethanechol.

A) Effect of Other Drugs on Galantamine: In vitro - CYP3A4 and CYP2D6 were the major enzymes
involved in the metabolism of galantamine. CYP3A4 mediated the formation of galantamine-N-oxide,
whereas CYP2D6 was involved in the formation of O-desmethyl-galantamine. In vivo - Cimetidine
increased the bioavailability of galantamine by approximately 16%. Ranitidine had no effect on the PK of
galantamine. Ketoconazole increased the AUC of galantamine by 30%. Erythromycin affected the AUC of
galantamine minimally (10% increase). Paroxetine increased the oral bioavailability of galantamine by
about 40%.

B) Effect of Galantamine on Other Drugs: In vitro - Galantamine did not inhibit the metabolic pathways
catalyzed by CYP1A2, CYP2A6, CYP3A4, CYP4A, CYP2C, CYP2D6 or CYP2E1. In vivo - The protein
binding of warfarin was unaffected by galantamine. Galantamine at 24 mg/day had no effect on the
steady-state pharmacokinetics of digoxin (0.375 once daily) when they were coadministered. In this study,
however, one healthy subject was hospitalized for 2@ and 3« degree heart block and bradycardia.
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis and Impairment of Fertility: In a 24-month oral carcinogenicity study in
rats, a trend for an increase in endometrial adenocarcinomas was observed at 10 mg/kg/day (4 times the
Maximum Recommended Human Dose [MRHD] on a mg/m? basis or 6 times on an exposure [AUC]
basis and 30 mg/kg/day (12 times MRHD on a mg/m? basis or 19 times on an AUC basis). No increase in
neoplastic changes was observed in females at 2.5 mg/kg/day (equivalent to the MRHD on a mg/m2
basis or 2 times on an AUC basis) or in males up to the highest dose tested of 30 mg/kg/day (12 times
the MRHD on a mg/m2 and AUC basis). Galantamine was not carcinogenic in a 6-month oral
carcinogenicity study in transgenic (P 53-deficient) mice up to 20 mg/kg/day, or in a 24-month oral
carcinogenicity study in male and female mice up to 10 mg/kg/day (2 times the MRHD on a mg/m? basis
and equivalent on an AUC basis).

Galantamine produced no evidence of genotoxic potential when evaluated in the in vitro Ames
S. typhimurium or E. coli reverse mutation assay, in vitro mouse lymphoma assay, in vivo micronucleus
test in mice, or in vitro chromosome aberration assay in Chinese hamster ovary cells.

No impairment of fertility was seen in rats given up to 16 mg/kg/day (7 times the MRHD on a mg/m?
basis).

Pregnancy Category B: In a study in which rats were dosed from day 14 (females) or day 60 (males)
prior to mating through the period of organogenesis, a slightly increased incidence of skeletal
variations was observed at doses of 8 mg/kg/day (3 times the Maximum Recommended Human Dose
[MRHD] on a mg/m? basis) and 16 mg/kg/day. In a study in which pregnant rats were dosed from the
beginning of organogenesis through day 21 post-partum, pup weights were decreased at 8 and
16 mg/kg/day, but no adverse effects on other postnatal developmental parameters were seen. The
doses causing the above effects in rats produced slight maternal toxicity. No major malformations were
caused in rats given up to 16 mg/kg/day. No drug related teratogenic effects were observed in rabbits
given up to 40 mg/kg/day (32 times the MRHD on a mg/m? basis) during the period of organogenesis.
There are no adequate and well-controlled studies of REMINYL® (galantamine hydrobromide) in
pregnant women. REMINYL® should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the
potential risk to the fetus.

PRECAUTIONS (continued)

Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether galantamine is excreted in human breast milk. REMINYL® has
no indication for use in nursing mothers.

Pediatric Use: There are no adequate and well-controlled trials documenting the safety and efficacy
of galantamine in any illness occurring in children. Therefore, use of REMINYL® in children is not
recommended.

ADVERSE REACTIONS

Adverse Events Leading to Discontinuation: In two large scale, placebo-controlled trials of 6 months
duration, in which patients were titrated weekly from 8 to 16 to 24, and to 32 mg/day, the risk of
discontinuation because of an adverse event in the galantamine group exceeded that in the placebo
group by about threefold. In contrast, in a 5-month trial with escalation of the dose by 8 mg/day every 4
weeks, the overall risk of discontinuation because of an adverse event was 7%, 7%, and 10% for the
placebo, galantamine 16 mg/day, and galantamine 24 mg/day groups, respectively, with gastrointestinal
adverse effects (nausea, vomiting and anorexia) the principle reason for discontinuing galantamine.
Adverse Events Reported in Controlled Trials: The majority of reported adverse events occurred
during the dose-escalation period of the controlled trials. In those patients who experience the most
frequent adverse event, nausea, the median duration of the nausea was 5 to 7 days.

Administration of REMINYL® with food, the use of anti-emetic medication, and ensuring adequate fluid
intake may reduce the impact of these events.

The most frequent adverse events, those occurring at a frequency of at least 5% and at least twice the
rate on placebo with the recommended maintenance dose of either 16 or 24 mg/day of REMINYL® under
conditions of every 4 week dose-escalation, were primarily gastrointestinal and tended to be less frequent
with the 16 mg/day recommended initial maintenance dose. They included nausea (5%, 13% and 17%),
vomiting (1%, 6% and 10%), diarrhea (6%, 12% and 6%), anorexia (3%, 7% and 9%) and weight
decrease (1%, 5% and 5%) for placebo, 16-mg/day and 24-mg/day treatment groups respectively.

The most common adverse events (adverse events occurring with an incidence of 2% with REMINYL®
treatment and in which the incidence was greater than with placebo treatment) for patients in controlled
trials who were treated with 16 or 24 mg/day of REMINYL® were: fatigue 5%, syncope 2%, dizziness 9%,
headache 8%, tremor 3%, nausea 24%, vomiting 13%, diarrhea 9%, abdominal pain 5%, dyspepsia 5%,
bradycardia 2%, weight decrease 7%, anorexia 9%, depression 7%, insomnia 5%, somnolence 4%,
anemia 3%, rhinitis 4%, urinary tract infection 8% and hematuria 3%.

Adverse events occurring with an incidence of at least 2% in placebo-treated patients that was either
equal to or greater than with REMINYL® treatment were constipation, agitation, confusion, anxiety,
hallucination, injury, back pain, peripheral edema, asthenia, chest pain, urinary incontinence, upper
respiratory tract infection, bronchitis, coughing, hypertension, fall, and purpura.

There were no important differences in adverse event rates related to dose or sex. There were too few
non-Caucasian patients to assess the effects of race on adverse event rates.

No clinically relevant abnormalities in laboratory values were observed.

Other Adverse Events Observed During Clinical Trials: The incidence of all adverse events occurring
in approximately 0.1% of the patients during clinical trials, except for those adverse events already listed
elsewhere in labeling, are defined as: frequent adverse events - those occurring in at least 1/100 patients;
infrequent adverse events - those occurring in 1/100 to 1/1000 patients; and rare adverse events - those
occurring in fewer than 1/1000 patients. Body As a Whole — General Disorders: Frequent: chest pain;
Cardiovascular System Disorders: Infrequent: postural hypotension, hypotension, dependent edema,
cardiac failure; Central & Peripheral Nervous System Disorders: Infrequent: vertigo, hypertonia,
convulsions, involuntary muscle contractions, paresthesia, ataxia, hypokinesia, hyperkinesia, apraxia,
aphasia; Gastroi inal System Disorders: Frequent: flatulence; Infrequent: gastritis, melena,
dysphagia, rectal hemorrhage, dry mouth, saliva increased, diverticulitis, gastroenteritis, hiccup; rare:
esophageal perforation; Heart Rate & Rhythm Disorders: Infrequent: AV block, palpitation, atrial
fibrillation, QT prolonged, bundle branch block, supraventricular tachycardia, T wave inversion, ventricular
tachycardia; Metabolic & Nutritional Disorders: Infrequent: hyperglycemia, alkaline phosphatase
increased; Platelet, Bleeding & Clotting Disorders: Infrequent: purpura, epistaxis, thrombocytopenia;
Psychiatric Disorders: Infrequent: apathy, paroniria, paranoid reaction, libido increased, delirium;
Urinary System Disorders: Frequent: incontinence; Infrequent: hematuria, micturition frequency, cystitis,
urinary retention, nocturia, renal calculi.

Post-Marketing Experience:

Other adverse events from post-approval controlled and uncontrolled clinical trials and post-marketing
experience observed in patients treated with REMINYL® include:

Body as a Whole - General Disorders: dehydration (including rare, severe cases leading to renal
insufficiency and renal failure)

Central & Peripheral Nervous System Disorders: aggression

Gastrointestinal System Disorders: upper and lower Gl bleeding

Metabolic & Nutritional Disorders: hypokalemia

These adverse events may or may not be causally related to the drug.

OVERDOSAGE

Because strategies for the management of overdose are continually evolving, it is advisable to contact a
poison control center to determine the latest recommendations for the management of an overdose of
any drug. As in any case of overdose, general supportive measures should be utilized. Signs and
symptoms of significant overdosing of galantamine are predicted to be similar to those of overdosing of
other cholinomimetics.

In a postmarketing report, one patient who had been taking 4 mg of galantamine daily for a week
inadvertently ingested eight 4 mg tablets (32 mg total) on a single day. Subsequently, she developed
bradycardia, QT prolongation, ventricular tachycardia and torsades de pointes accompanied by a brief
loss of consciousness for which she required hospital treatment.

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
The dosage of REMINYL® shown to be effective in controlled clinical trials is 16-32 mg/day given as twice
daily dosing. As the dose of 32 mg/day is less well tolerated than lower doses and does not provide
increased effectiveness, the recommended dose range is 16-24 mg/day given in a BID regimen. The
dose of 24 mg/day did not provide a statistically significant greater clinical benefit than 16 mg/day. It is
possible, however, that a daily dose of 24 mg of REMINYL® might provide additional benefit for some
patients. The recommended starting dose of REMINYL® is 4 mg twice a day (8 mg/day). The dose should
be increased to the initial maintenance dose of 8 mg twice a day (16 mg/day) after a minimum of 4 weeks.
A further increase to 12 mg twice a day (24 mg/day) should be attempted after a minimum of 4 weeks at
8 mg twice a day (16 mg/day). Dose increases should be based upon assessment of clinical benefit and
tolerability of the previous dose. REMINYL® should be administered twice a day, preferably with morning
and evening meals. Patients and caregivers should be advised to ensure adequate fluid intake during
treatment. If therapy has been interrupted for several days or longer, the patient should be restarted at the
lowest dose and the dose escalated to the current dose.

Doses in Special Populations: Galantamine plasma concentrations may be increased in patients with
moderate to severe hepatic impairment. In patients with moderately impaired hepatic function (Child-
Pugh score of 7-9), the dose should generally not exceed 16 mg/day. The use of REMINYL® in patients
with severe hepatic impairment (Child-Pugh score of 10-15) is not recommended. For patients with
moderate renal impairment the dose should generally not exceed 16 mg/day. In patients with severe renal
impairment (creatinine clearance <9 ml/min), the use of REMINYL® is not recommended.
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» A moratorium on “questionable” prac-
tices, such as the creation of human/ani-
mal hybrids. This category prompted the
report’s strongest recommendations, with
calls to prohibit mixing of human and an-
imal gametes for the purpose of procre-
ation and the transfer of gametes between
humans and animals.

“We are also concerned about overly
burdensome regulation and its possible
costs and drawbacks,” said Dr. Kass, a
biomedical ethicist at the University of
Chicago. Although the council believes it
understands a great deal about today’s as-
sisted reproductive technology landscape,
“it would be premature to recommend
dramatic legal or institutional change” un-
til it gathers more information.

The recommendations in the report
were unanimously supported in “an oth-
erwise very divided council,” Dr. Kass
added.

Despite unanimous agreement within
the council on these points, several ASRM

The report calls
for longitudinal
studies of children
born from assisted
reproductive
technologies.

DR. DAMEWOOD

members told this newspaper that they
had some concerns about the report.

“You see time and time again how leg-
islation may initially look fairly harmless,
but by the time people have tacked more
and more things onto it, can become a
very serious issue with long-term conse-
quences,” said J. Michael Putman, M.D., of
the Baylor Center for Reproductive
Health, Dallas.

“Everything suggested so far has been
unanimously supported. These are things
that you really don’t argue with. But there
are concerns any time you try to legislate
medical and ethical issues that once you
have a legislative body in place, what
looked like it wasn't an issue may suddenly
become one,” he said.

Dr. Putman gave the example of how
the long-term acceptance of egg donation
may evolve, an issue also raised by Kutluk
Oktay, M.D. “We don't want legislation
that targets extreme cases to be overinter-
preted and expanded to limit routine pro-
cedures,” he told this newspaper.

Dr. Damewood emphasized that having
a formal body oversee the general practice
of infertility treatment would not be de-
sirable or necessary. “We feel that the
ASRM and other professional societies, as
well as individual practitioners, are ethical
people and will continue to practice in that
domain without having a formal body to
oversee 99% of their activity,” she said.

But government involvement in the
field should not be seen as entirely nega-
tive, she added. “We also need to note the
positive side in that the report calls for gov-
ernment-funded longitudinal studies of
children born from various types of as-
sisted reproductive technologies, which
would be very good.” [ ]
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