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Political Insiders Say Reform Is Likely in 2009
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S A N F R A N C I S C O —  With a new pres-
ident and a likely Democratic majority in
the House and Senate, conditions will be
ripe for health reform in early 2009, a bi-
partisan group of political insiders pre-
dicts.

The Democrats who spoke at Institute
2008, a meeting sponsored by America’s
Health Insurance Plans, were most certain
of impending change. One Republican
said he was optimistic, and two of his col-
leagues hedged their bets.

“I think something’s going to happen in
the next Congress,” said former Sen. John
Breaux (D-La.). Sen. Breaux noted that
Congress is likely to be “dramatically dif-
ferent” next year.

Terry McAuliffe, longtime aide to for-
mer President Clinton and Sen. Hillary
Clinton (D-N.Y.), pointed out that 100

seats are up for grabs in the House and
Senate. He predicted that Democrats
would take at least four to seven of the
Senate seats and garner a majority in both
houses of Congress.

Why is this important? Traditionally,
Democrats have called for bigger reforms
and more government intervention, and
Democratic presidential candidate Sen.
Barack Obama (D-Ill.) is following that
lead, Mr. McAuliffe said.

Despite concerns over the economy, en-
ergy prices, and taxes, “health care will be
the number one domestic issue” in the
presidential campaign and in the Con-
gress early next year because “it affects
everybody,” he said.

“I do think health care will be still at the
top of the list of things that need to get
done,” agreed Sen. Breaux.

Tommy G. Thompson, who served as
Health and Human Services secretary un-
der President George W. Bush, agreed

with the Democrats that health reform
was likely next year. He said he was opti-
mistic because candidates for the House
and Senate and both presidential con-
tenders were talking about reform. “That
tells me that 2009 is going to be the biggest
year we’ve ever had,” said Mr. Thompson,
who is also a former governor of Wis-
consin.

He said there were
many pressing issues
to address, including
a looming shortage
of physicians and
nurses and the pre-
dicted bankruptcy of
the Medicare Hospi-
tal Insurance Trust
Fund in the next 5-10
years.

Former Sen. Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) agreed
with Mr. Thompson that the Medicare
trust fund would get lawmakers’ attention
early in the next Congress. But he said,
“I’m not quite as optimistic that we’ll see
reform.” 

Sen. Frist said he does not think health

care reform will be a priority until the
American people make it one. In 1993,
during the last major attempt at reform,
42% of Americans said the old system
needed to be scrapped; “today we’re at
34%.”

And, he said, the cost of adding cover-
age will have to be addressed, which could

create some unset-
tling political reali-
ties.

Dan Bartlett, who
served as President
George W. Bush’s
communications di-
rector and counselor,
agreed, noting that
Sen. Obama had not
been discussing de-

tails of his health proposals on the cam-
paign trail.

Like Sen. Frist, Mr. Bartlett said he did
not see reform as an imperative. “I don’t
see the mandate coming out of this elec-
tion,” he said, adding, “I think you’ll see
incremental change, but I don’t think
you’ll see radical change.” ■

A likely Democratic majority in both houses of
Congress could made conditions good for big reforms.

A looming shortage of
physicians and nurses and
the predicted bankruptcy of
the Medicare trust fund may
get lawmakers’ attention
early in the next Congress.
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6-day seminar with lecture-note syllabus
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PRACTICE FOR SALE

PEDIATRICS-SOLO PRACTICE
FOR SALE

LUCRATIVE OPPTY
WEST HARTFORD, CT

Located in beautiful suburban area. Gross
revenue last year was $765,000+ and net
income (before taxes)=$440,000+. Trans-
ferable lease, doctor retiring will introduce
and may stay part/time. Contact Consultant:
G. Wiessen at (631) 281-2810 or email
from website: www.buysellpractices.com

(All Inquiries Are Strictly Confidential)

PEDIATRIC PRACTICE
FOR SALE

IN NEW JERSEY
(ACROSS MANHATTAN, NY)

Long established in the area, solo pediatri-
cian considering retirement. Practice locat-
ed in densely populated area. Enormous po-
tential for growth. Demographic is mostly
Spanish. Would handle over a period of
time.

Call: (201) 755-5627 or
e-Mail: caleuche@msn.com
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