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Vytorin Marketing Investigated

Merck and Schering-Plough’s problems
with Vytorin are continuing. The com-
panies had already disclosed that mar-
keting of the cholesterol-lowering drug
was being investigated by the New York,
New Jersey, and Connecticut attorneys
general. Now, in its third-quarter filing
with the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, Merck says that it has received
inquiries from 35 state attorneys general
looking into whether Vytorin marketing
violated state consumer protection laws.
In addition, Merck has received a letter
from the Department of Justice stating
that it, too, is investigating the promotion
of Vytorin, which contains ezetimibe and
simvastatin, to Medicare beneficiaries.
The companies are cooperating with the
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investigations, according to the filing,
which also noted that 140 civil class action
lawsuits have been filed.

Smoke-Free Law Cuts MI Deaths

Heart attack deaths have been reduced by
as many as 600 in Massachusetts in each
of the 4 years since smoking was banned
in restaurants and bars, according to an
analysis by the state department of pub-
lic health and the Harvard School of Pub-
lic Health, Boston. Data were analyzed on
heart attack deaths from 1999 to 2006 for
351 Massachusetts cities and towns. In ar-
eas with weak laws or no laws before the
state law was enacted in 2004, there was
a relatively slow decrease in deaths. After
the law was enacted, there was a much
sharper decrease. Areas with strong laws
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Little Financial Reward From PQRI

Increased
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72.7%
No change

Notes: Survey responses from 264 practices on experience with Medicare’s Physician
Quality Reporting Initiative. Percentages do not equal 100% because of rounding.
Source: Medical Group Management Association
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already had seen a fairly big decline in
deaths, according to the study. The re-
searchers concluded that reduced expo-
sure to secondhand smoke had a “signif-
icant effect in reducing heart attack
deaths.”

Inquiries Into AtriCure

West Chester, Ohio—based AtriCure has
revealed that the Department of Justice is
investigating its marketing practices. The
company said that it received a letter in
late October stating that Justice is looking
into whether AtriCure illegally marketed
its surgical ablation system off-label to
treat atrial fibrillation. The federal agency
is also investigating whether the company
committed fraud by urging hospitals to
use incorrect billing codes for the ablation
procedures. AtriCure said in a statement
that it intended to cooperate with the in-
vestigation.

Unspecified Chest Pain in Women
Women are diagnosed and hospitalized
for unspecified chest pain more often
than men, according to the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality. In 2006,
379,000 men were admitted for unspeci-
fied chest pain, and 477,000 women were
hospitalized with the same diagnosis. In-
terestingly, however, men are admitted
much more frequently for coronary
artery disease—747,000 in 2006, com-
pared with 451,000 women. Men also ac-
count for 60% of admissions for heart at-
tacks. Admissions for heart failure and
irregular heart beat are similar for both
genders. The data come from the 2006
Nationwide Inpatient Sample.

Resuscitation Practices Ineffective

An overwhelming majority of emergency
physicians believe that resuscitation prac-
tices in the United States are not very ef-
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fective, according to a survey released by
the American College of Emergency
Physicians. In addition, more than half of
emergency physicians surveyed believe
that poor survival rates from sudden car-
diac arrest are related to the aging popu-
lation, while one-quarter of respondents
said that obesity has contributed most to
poor survival rates. Increased bystander
CPR, faster patient-to-doctor time, im-
proved data collection and sharing, and
greater use of technology all are critical
to improving resuscitation, the survey
concluded. “It is necessary for commu-
nities to encourage more CPR trainings,
offer more access to a broader range of
critical life-saving technologies, and re-
port sudden cardiac arrest cases more
consistently,” said ACEP President Nick
Jouriles.

Poor Marks for PQRI
Most physicians who participated in
Medicare's 2007 Physician Quality Re-
porting Initiative found the program at
least moderately difficult, according to a
survey conducted by the American Med-
ical Association. Only 22% of respondents
to the online survey were able to success-
fully download their feedback report. Of
those who downloaded the report, less
than half found it helpful. In an open-end-
ed question about their experience with
the program, nearly all the responses were
negatives, according to the association.
The results are based on responses from
408 physicians. The AMA plans to work
with Congress and the administration to
alter the program to provide physicians
with interim feedback reports an appeals
process. A recent survey from the Medical
Group Management Association reported
similar problems in accessing feedback re-
ports.

—Alicia Ault
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PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

& EKG Machines for LESS!!

Our machines come with a long-

term warranty and in-office training.
Choose from the following special deals:
AT-1i: Multi-channel EKG
w/interpretation $1,398

AT-2i: Multi-channel EKG
w/interpretation & full page

See before you buy!!
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AT-2 plus: Multi-channel EKG b, Bn e AT-2 plus comba, EEG
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printout, alphanumeric keyboard
& EKG waveform display $2,677
Add spirometry for $1,000

Refurbished Ultrasounds-Pulse Oximeters-Spirometers
PC Based EKGs-Stress Test Systems-PC Based Holter Systems
Ambulatory BP Monitors-Vital Signs Monitors-Dopplers

Call for on-site demonstration or more info!

Toll Free 877-646-3300

www.medicaldevicedepot.com

Medical Device Depot

“I'm a husband, a father

and a doctor...

The practice
has to fit

my life.”
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A job board just for cardiology. | 877.723.7823
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Moving?
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