
If you could create a new way to treat RA,
how would you do it?

Would you target the orchestrator of disease 

immunopathogenesis to affect the activation of 

multiple immune cell types? 

Would you look for a new, selective way to modulate 

immune response that offers a potential new option 

to treat RA?

Bristol-Myers Squibb is asking these and other questions 

as part of our commitment to research in RA and other

autoimmune diseases. We are looking for possible answers

with the hope that the Next Future in RA arrives sooner 

for you and your patients. 

Bristol-Myers Squibb – Discovering the Next Future™
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Registry: JIA Patients Tolerate Etanercept Well 
B Y  B R U C E  J A N C I N

Denver Bureau

V I E N N A —  Only 4% of etanercept-
treated patients with juvenile idiopathic
arthritis who were enrolled in a real-
world clinical practice registry discon-
tinued the biologic agent because of ad-
verse events, Gerd Horneff, M.D.,
reported at the annual European con-
gress of rheumatology.

Updated results from the German Etan-

ercept Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis ( JIA)
Registry indicate that while the range of
adverse events encountered in clinical
practice is greater than reported earlier in
the smaller, highly selective randomized
trials, the drug’s safety profile remains re-
assuring.

Indeed, nearly twice as many registry
participants discontinued etanercept due
to disease remission as for adverse events,
noted Dr. Horneff of Martin Luther Uni-
versity, Halle, Germany.

He reported on 451 JIA patients with
a total of 671 patient-years of follow-up
on etanercept (Enbrel) in pediatric
rheumatology practices in Germany and
Austria. 

During this time, 128 adverse events
were reported in 93 patients; 3 were life
threatening. Another 30 were classified
as serious.

The life-threatening adverse events
consisted of a case of bacterial pneumo-
nia requiring mechanical ventilation, a

thyroid cancer diagnosed 11 months af-
ter starting etanercept therapy, and a
case of Stevens-Johnson syndrome in a
patient who was also taking OCs. Fol-
lowing discontinuation of the OCs, etan-
ercept was reinstituted without incident,
the physician said at the congress, spon-
sored by the European League Against
Rheumatism.

Twenty percent of the patients re-
ceived etanercept monotherapy. The re-
maining 80% took etanercept plus
methotrexate, a combination that pro-
vided synergistic efficacy at the cost of
added toxicity. Excluding the 18% of reg-
istry participants with systemic JIA, a no-

toriously difficult to treat condition, the
complete remission rate among patients
with other forms of JIA was 35% with
combination therapy, compared with
13% with etanercept alone. Roughly one-
sixth of patients in each group experi-
enced adverse events; however, the num-
ber of such events per affected patient
was significantly greater in the combined
therapy group.

Dr. Horneff noted that while the focus
of his presentation was on the safety data,
an earlier report from the German registry
addressed etanercept’s efficacy in the clin-
ical practice setting (Ann. Rheum. Dis.
2004;63:1638-44). ■

Excluding participants with systemic
JIA, the complete remission rate among
patients was 35% with combination
therapy, compared with 13% with
etanercept alone. 

©
E

L
S

E
V

IE
R

2
0

0
4

. 
H

A
R

R
IS

:
K

E
L

L
E

Y
'S

T
E

X
T

B
O

O
K

O
F

R
H

E
U

M
A

T
O

L
O

G
Y

7
E

Thanks for making 
Rheumatology News 
the best read newspaper 

for rheumatologists.

Smart 
Physicians, 
Smart 
Choices

Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.GENERAL ----------------------------------------File Options:     Compatibility: PDF 1.2     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes     Embed Thumbnails: No     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually     Distill From Page: 1     Distill To Page: All Pages     Binding: Left     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] PointCOMPRESSION ----------------------------------------Color Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 9 /Columns 139 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 186 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitGrayscale Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: << /Blend 1 /Colors 1 /Resync 22 /Columns 350 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 504 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitMonochrome Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi     Compression: Yes     Compression Type: CCITT     CCITT Group: << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     Anti-Alias To Gray: No     Compress Text and Line Art: YesFONTS ----------------------------------------     Embed All Fonts: Yes     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %     When Embedding Fails: Warn and ContinueEmbedding:     Always Embed: [ ]     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]COLOR ----------------------------------------Color Management Policies:     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB     Intent: DefaultWorking Spaces:     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2Device-Dependent Data:     Preserve Overprint Settings: No     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No     Transfer Functions: Preserve     Preserve Halftone Information: YesADVANCED ----------------------------------------Options:     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes     ASCII Format: NoDocument Structuring Conventions (DSC):     Process DSC Comments: Yes     Log DSC Warnings: No     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No     Preserve OPI Comments: No     Preserve Document Information From DSC: NoOTHERS ----------------------------------------     Distiller Core Version: 4050     Use ZIP Compression: Yes     Deactivate Optimization: No     Image Memory: 524288 Byte     Anti-Alias Color Images: No     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------IMPRESSED GmbHBahrenfelder Chaussee 4922761 Hamburg, GermanyTel. +49 40 897189-0Fax +49 40 897189-71Email: info@impressed.deWeb: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<     /ColorSettingsFile ()     /LockDistillerParams false     /DetectBlends true     /ParseDSCComments true     /DoThumbnails false     /AntiAliasMonoImages false     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average     /MaxSubsetPct 100     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]     /ColorImageResolution 150     /UsePrologue true     /ColorImageDepth -1     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /PreserveOverprintSettings false     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove     /EmitDSCWarnings false     /CreateJobTicket false     /DownsampleMonoImages true     /DownsampleColorImages true     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)     /MonoImageDepth -1     /PreserveEPSInfo false     /AutoFilterGrayImages true     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /Colors 1 /Resync 22 /Columns 350 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 504 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /SubsetFonts true     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage     /ASCII85EncodePages false     /PreserveCopyPage true     /EncodeMonoImages true     /PreserveOPIComments false     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /AntiAliasGrayImages false     /GrayImageDepth -1     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning     /EndPage -1     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /EncodeColorImages true     /EncodeGrayImages true     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 9 /Columns 139 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 186 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /Optimize true     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true     /MonoImageResolution 300     /GrayImageResolution 150     /AutoFilterColorImages true     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]     /ImageMemory 524288     /OPM 1     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default     /EmbedAllFonts true     /StartPage 1     /DownsampleGrayImages true     /AntiAliasColorImages false     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true     /CompressPages true     /Binding /Left>> setdistillerparams<<     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]>> setpagedevice


