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Count on a broad range of protection 

● 77.9% efficacy against all severities of pertussis: 
≥1 day of laboratory-confirmed cough4,5

● 84.9% efficacy against severe/WHO§-defined pertussis: 
≥21 days of consecutive paroxysmal cough with culture or 
serologic confirmation or contact with a confirmed case4,6

● Vaccines that are protective against mild pertussis may be 
more effective at interrupting disease transmission4,7

*Incidence data for reporting 2004 is provisional and cumulative (year-to-date)1; †DTaP = Diphtheria, tetanus, 
and acellular pertussis; ‡CPT is a registered trademark of the American Medical Association; §WHO = World
Health Organization. 
DAPTACEL vaccine is manufactured by Sanofi Pasteur Limited and distributed by Sanofi Pasteur Inc. 

To order DAPTACEL vaccine, 
log on to 

www.vaccineshoppe.com
or call 1-800-VACCINE

(1-800-822-2463). 

Please visit www.DAPTACEL.com
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New Mexico Teen Contracts Bubonic Plague
B Y  H E I D I  S P L E T E

Senior Writer

Acase of bubonic plague was con-
firmed in a teenaged boy in New
Mexico this summer, according to

the New Mexico Department of Health. 
The boy was the first known human

case of plague in New Mexico this year; no
cases occurred in 2004, and one case oc-
curred in an adult in 2003.

At press time, the teenager was expect-

ed to return home after several days in the
hospital. He was treated with gentamicin
and should recover fully without compli-
cations, according to Paul Ettestad,
D.V.M., New Mexico’s state public health
veterinarian.

Dr. Ettestad and colleagues investigated
the area near the boy’s semirural home,
where they found rodent burrows and
the bodies of several rock squirrels who
had apparently died of plague. 

“Rock squirrels and their fleas are the

number one source of plague in New
Mexico,” Dr. Ettestad said in an interview.

Although plague is primarily a bacteri-
al disease of rodents, it can jump to hu-
mans by way of bites from infected fleas
or by direct contact with infected animals,
including pets and wildlife. 

Symptoms include fever, chills, and
painful, swollen lymph nodes in the neck,
armpit, or groin. Some patients also have
headaches, vomiting, and diarrhea. 

The disease can be fatal in both people

and pets if not treated promptly.
The New Mexico Department of

Health recommends several precautions
to prevent plague, including avoiding sick
or dead rodents, teaching children to stay
away from rodent nests or burrows, and
cleaning areas near the house where ro-
dents could nest. In addition, pets should
be treated with flea control products and
not allowed to roam or hunt. Sick pets
should be taken to a veterinarian as soon
as possible. ■
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