
Improved diagnostic performance1 plus increased HSIL detection with the ThinPrep Pap Test2 provide a higher level of certainty

Increased accuracy with improved sensitivity* and specificity** vs. manual ThinPrep screening for a further reduction in false negatives1

Dual screening that combines expert human review with an imaging system for greater diagnostic confidence1

Clear, easy-to-read slides using a trusted processing technology for consistent, reproducible results3 – just collect specimen as you do now

* Based on a cut-off point of ASC-US+          ** Based on a cut-off point of HSIL+

1. Improved diagnostic performance and greater accuracy are based on a statistically significant improvement in sensitivity for ASC-US+ and a statistically significant improvement for HSIL+ from the ThinPrep
Imaging System clinical trial. Reference: ThinPrep Imaging System Operation Summary and Clinical Information. 2. ThinPrep Pap Test Package Insert. 3. Hutchinson ML, Isenstein LM, Goodman A, et al.
Homogeneous sampling accounts for the increased accuracy using the ThinPrep Processor. Am J Clin Pathol. 1994;101;215-219.
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Pain Lasts 6 Months in Some C-Section Patients
B Y  B E T S Y  B AT E S

Los Angeles  Bureau

PA L M D E S E R T,  C A L I F.  —  More than
one in seven healthy parturients report
residual pain 6 months after undergoing
an elective cesarean section, a Belgian re-
search group reported at the annual meet-
ing of the Society for Obstetric Anesthe-
sia and Perinatology.

Three characteristics distinguished pa-
tients suffering chronic postoperative pain

from those who reported no pain at 6
months: higher pain scores 24 hours after
surgery; a greater likelihood of reporting
wound hyperalgesia at 24 and 48 hours;
and a previous history of a genitourinary
infection.

Patricia M. Lavand’homme, M.D., said
her 100-subject study is one of the first to
address the issue, despite the rising rate of
elective C-sections and the importance of
identifying risk factors that may point to
preventive strategies.

“I think we really, really need to have
more studies,” she remarked.

One previous study included all C-sec-
tions, including emergency procedures,
and found that 12% of patients still suf-
fered residual pain and discomfort after an
average of 10 months, and among these
patients, 6% had daily pain. General anes-
thesia appeared to induce more residual
pain and discomfort than did spinal anes-
thesia (Acta Anaesthesiol. Scand.
2004;48:111-6).

She and her associates at the Université
Catholique de Louvain in Brussels
prospectively followed 100 healthy
women who had undergone elective C-
section.

At 6 months, 15 reported chronic pain
around the scar. In four women, the pain
was intense enough to require analgesics,
including codeine and NSAIDs, at least
three times a week. The pain was associ-
ated with a visceral component in two of
the subjects with chronic pain.

No significant differences were found
in women with or without chronic pain
in terms of previous C-sections or other
abdominal surgeries, age, number of
pregnancies, endometriosis, or obstetric
procedures.

Eight of 15 patients who had chronic
pain reported previous genitourinary in-

fections, com-
pared with just
14 of 85 patients
with no pain at
6 months. This
difference was
statistically sig-
nificant.

At 24 hours,
patients who
would go on to
e x p e r i e n c e
chronic pain
rated their pain
at rest as a 30
and with

movement as a 72 on a 100-point visual
analog scale. Patients whose pain re-
solved before 6 months averaged visual
pain scores of 17 at rest and 46 with
movement. These differences between
groups were also significant.

Chronic pain patients also experienced
postoperative wound hyperalgesia at far
higher rates than other patients (10 of 15
patients at 24 hours, compared with 20 of
85 in the no chronic pain group, and 8 of
15 patients at 48 hours, compared with 12
of 85 patients).

In response to a question from an au-
dience member, Dr. Lavand’homme said
the type of C-section incision used might
play a role in rates of residual pain. All pa-
tients in the study received a Pfannenstiel
incision with peritoneal layer closure.
This incision is more comparable with
the incision for an inguinal hernia re-
pair—a surgery linked to high rates of
residual pain—than is a vertical incision,
she said.

However, much more study is needed to
determine what specific factors contribute
to chronic post-C–section pain and dis-
comfort, Dr. Lavand’homme stressed. ■

In one study,
some patients
still had pain
after 10 months.
And general
anesthesia
seemed to result
in more residual
pain than did
spinal anesthesia.
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Dr. Baha Sibai will discuss stroke in
pregnancy and the postpartum
period.
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