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Doppler Shows Early Heart Changes in DMD

BY DIANA MAHONEY

New England Bureau

BosToN — Doppler tissue imaging can
detect early changes in the heart muscle of
children with Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy before the onset of disease-induced
myocardial dysfunction, Shuping Ge,
M.D,, said at the annual meeting of the
American Society of Echocardiography.

The ability to identify these preclinical
changes offers a “window of opportunity”
for initiating preventive and therapeutic in-
terventions to delay the irreversible left
ventricular remodeling and subsequent
heart failure that is the fate of many chil-
dren with the degenerative muscu-
loskeletal disease as the condition pro-
gresses, Dr. Ge said.

To identify and assess changes in glob-
al and regional myocardial function, Dr.
Ge and colleagues from Baylor College of
Medicine, Houston, measured myocar-
dial contraction and relaxation using
Doppler tissue imaging (DTT) in 50 chil-
dren with and without Duchenne muscu-
lar dystrophy (DMD) and with and with-
out clinical pump dysfunction. The
children enrolled in the study were divid-
ed into groups by age, disease presence,

and clinical myocardial status, Dr. Ge said.
The first two groups included 15 chil-
dren whose mean age was 11.7 years and
who had DMD and no cardiac pump dys-
function, and a control group of 15 chil-
dren mean age 12.8 years without DMD.
The second two groups included 10 chil-
dren whose mean age was 17.6 years with
DMD and pump dysfunction, and 10 chil-
dren mean age 16 years without DMD.
All of the children in the study under-
went conventional and DT ultrasound to
measure left ventricular dimensions, glob-
al pump function, and regional systolic
and diastolic function.
Global pump func-
tion or left ventricu-
lar size did not differ
among the younger
patients regardless of
whether they had
DMD. However,
DTI showed signifi-
cant myocardial sys-
tolic and diastolic
dysfunction in the
children with DMD.
“Even though the
hearts were still
pumping correctly,

Abnormalities of the lateral wall of the left
ventricle are shown on Doppler tissue imaging.

the velocity at which the walls of the
heart were moving was often abnormal in
patients [with DMD],” Dr. Ge said.

In the two older groups, the differences
in DTI measurements were more pro-
nounced, which was consistent with the
clinical pump dysfunction, Dr. Ge noted.
Heart failure usually occurs in DMD pa-
tients when they enter their late teenage
years, when the progressive heart muscle
weakness keeps it from pumping enough
blood to sustain the rest of the body.

The fact that regional myocardial func-
tion alterations were discovered using D'TT
in the younger patients despite no changes

'y

in global ventricular function as assessed via
conventional echocardiographic measures
suggests that DTI should be part of the
screening process for the early diagnosis of
cardiomyopathy in DMD patients. The re-
sults show that DTT “is more sensitive than
conventional echocardiography in detecting
preclinical myocardial abnormalities before
the occurrence of left ventricular dilation
and dysfunction,” Dr. Ge said.

The early detection of myocardial ab-
normalities associated with DMD might
aid in the prevention of irreversible myo-
cardial fibrosis and further left ventricular
remodeling, Dr. Ge said. m

Pulsed wave Doppler tracings and velocities show
myocardial abnormalities much later.
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