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Stuck in You
If you’ve been wondering what to do
about that inch-long piece of plastic
stuck in your lung, we’ve got good
news. John Manley, a 50-year-old for-
mer home remodeler from Wilming-
ton, N.C., had been coughing and ex-
periencing fatigue and pneumonia
spells for almost 2 years. It got so bad
that he could barely leave the house, ac-
cording to the Associated Press. After
seeing several doctors, it was decided
that he had a foreign object lodged in
his left lung, but the best solution sug-
gested was lung removal. When Dr.
Momen Wahidi, director of interven-
tional pulmonology at Duke Universi-
ty, heard about the case, he thought he
could remove the mystery object with
a rigid bronchoscope. Dr. Wahidi de-
scribed the surgery to the AP: “We’re
looking at it and realizing that there are
letters on it. ... We started reading out
loud, ‘A-M-B-U-R-G-E-R,’ and realized it
spelled, ‘hamburgers.’ ” The full text of
the object said, “Old Fashioned Ham-
burgers,” identifying it as part of an eat-
ing utensil from a Wendy’s restaurant.
“I like to take big gulps of drink,” Mr.
Manley said. “I don’t know of any oth-
er ways of it getting in there.” More
proof that fast food is not good for
you.

He’s Just Pacing Himself
It’s not unusual for people attending fu-
nerals to say that the deceased looks
good—the funeral home industry

wouldn’t have it any other way—but
what if the dearly departed looks too
good? In Lorca, Spain, the family of a
70-year-old man who had died of a
heart attack called a doctor during his
funeral because his skin “still had a
healthy pink glow,” Agence France-
Presse reported. The doctor concluded
that the man, like Generalissimo Fran-
cisco Franco, was still dead. The reason
the deceased man looked so good, the
doctor said, was that his pacemaker was
still working.

Controlling H1N1 the Hard Way
If our world headquarters here in
Rockville is any indication, the pan-
demic A(H1N1) influenza situation is fu-
eling a boom in hand sanitizer. There
could be a downside, though, as these
wonder gels may be throwing a log onto
a different fire. A nurse at an elder care
home in northern Sweden was going
about her business when her left hand
suddenly burst into flames as she
touched a metal cart, according to
www.thelocal.se, our favorite Swedish
Web site. The current theory is that sta-
tic electricity ignited traces of the alco-

hol-based disinfectant she had used. The
argument gains strength, apparently, be-
cause she had already petted a dog and
“received a visit from a patient bearing
synthetic trousers,” according to The
Local. After putting the fire out herself,
she escaped with only minor burns. The
product’s manufacturer, Lehaga Kemi
AB, reported having no knowledge of
any similar incidents. Meanwhile, the
dog has been cleared by local police,
who don’t support the static electricity
theory, but the synthetic pants may still
be charged.

—Richard Franki
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