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Feds Will Monitor EHR Adoption Gap Annually

BY ELAINE ZABLOCKI
Contributing Writer

SAN DIEGO — Government strategies
for health information technology will
aid physicians by lowering the cost, im-
proving the benefits, and lowering the
risks, said David J. Brailer, M.D., Ph.D., na-
tional coordinator for health information
technology, in a keynote address at the an-
nual meeting of the American Health

Information technology “is a tectonic is-
sue for physicians, one that separates old
from young, progressive from Luddite,
and those who want to be part of a per-
formance-based future from those who
want to practice the way they have for
years,” said Dr. Brailer of the Department
of Health and Human Services, Washing-
ton. “We're trying to be nonregulatory, to
use a market-based approach, and that
means we want to work with the willing.

least half today, would do this if they
could figure out how to do it.”

One barrier to adoption of electronic
health records (EHRs) is the variety of
products on the market. Certifying a ba-
sic, minimally featured EHR system will
aid physicians in their purchasing, he said.

Another barrier to adoption of EHRs is
the current lack of a sound business mod-
el. A “pay-as-you-go” financial model is
not feasible, and financial incentives will be

Brailer said, without specifying any details.

Large physician groups and hospitals are
far ahead of small physician offices in
adopting EHRs. According to Jodi Gold-
stein Daniel, an HHS senior staff attorney
who also spoke at the meeting, more than
50% of large practices have adopted them.

Dr. Brailer’s office plans to monitor the
adoption gap annually to see whether it is
closing and whether rural practices and
other practices with special needs require

Lawyers Association. Surveys show that many physicians, at needed to accelerate the transition, Dr. some kind of safety net. m
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* OLux® (clobetasol propionate) Foam, 0.05%,
is proven clinically effective for both non-scalp
psoriasis and scalp dermatoses'

* One prescription for scalp and non-scalp
areas simplifies treatment and can reduce
co-payments

* |deal for large body surfaces (torso, arms, legs)
and small body surfaces (scalp, elbows, knees)

* Evaporates quickly, no oily or greasy residue

* Fragrance-free and preservative-free

Ovux is a super-potent topical corticosteroid indicated for short-term topical treatment of the inflammatory and pruritic
manifestations of moderate to severe corticosteroid-responsive dermatoses of the scalp, and for short-term topical
treatment of mild to moderate plaque-type psoriasis of non-scalp regions excluding the face and intertriginous areas.

Treatment with OLux beyond 2 consecutive weeks is not recommended and the total dosage should not exceed
50 g per week because of the potential for the drug to suppress the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis.

Ovux is not recommended for use in children under 12 years of age.

The most common adverse events associated with the use of OLux are burning, dryness, and other reactions
at the application site.

Please see brief summary of full prescribing information on the next page.
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