
closes its industry funding on its Web
site. About a third of that organiza-
tion’s $97 million annual budget
comes from outside sources ($35 mil-
lion), and 21% of that is from charita-
ble contributions, he said.

Dr. Lewin said there had been abus-
es in the CME arena, but that the
move to clamp down on those bad ac-
tors had professional societies and
pharmaceutical companies running
for cover, he said.

There is evidence to support his
claim. Public Citizen’s Health Re-
search Group, in comments sent Sept.
12 to the ACCME on its proposal to

limit or ban industry support of CME,
said that, “Despite a quadrupling of
commercial support for CME over the
past 10 years, in 2007, the percentage
of CME income provided by com-
mercial interests actually decreased to
2002 levels.”

Public Citizen advocates an end to
commercially funded CME. Because
CME is a condition of licensure, de-
mand will remain, according to the
group. “Shifting the burden of funding
toward physicians (not exactly a group
occupying the lower rungs of the earn-
ing ladder) would attenuate the effect
of lost revenue.” ■

Achieving results while minimizing risk 
is always preferable
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CME changes knowledge, skills, and
patient outcomes, he said, adding that
surveys have shown that physicians are in
favor of industry support.

Dr. Michael Weber, a professor of med-
icine at the State University of New York,
Brooklyn, said that he views pharmaceu-
tical company funding of CME as a man-
date, “not a luxury.” 

The manufacturers have a responsibili-
ty to educate physicians on how to use
their products, he said. The pressure for
transparency is leading to what Dr. Weber
called censorship. He said that he has had
to alter presentations at the request of
meeting leaders in this country, whereas a
recent appearance at the European Soci-
ety of Cardiology was completely within
his control.

Another physician speaking at the fo-
rum, Dr. Jack Lewin, said he had “serious,
serious concerns about the recent at-
tacks” on CME. Dr. Lewin, CEO of the
American College of Cardiology, said
that without industry funding, it would
cost the ACC an additional $2,000 to
$3,000 per attendee at its annual meeting,
for instance. The ACC has multiple steps
to remove conflicts of interest from its
professional and educational programs,
he said. And, said Dr. Lewin, the ACC dis-
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Continued from previous page Healthfinder.gov
Undergoes Revamp

The U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services has launched a more ac-

cessible version of healthfinder.gov, a feder-
al Web site. The site features links to more
than 6,000 government and nonprofit health
information resources on hundreds of topics.
The site also contains “Quick Guide to
Healthy Living,” which uses everyday lan-
guage to encourage users to adopt healthy
behaviors, and includes personal health cal-
culators, menu planners, recipes, and tips for
caregivers. ■


