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Reproductive Health Law Changes Expected
B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

Ne w York Bureau

When President-elect Barack
Obama takes office this
month, observers expect that

one of his early moves may be to stop ac-
tion on a controversial federal abortion
regulation. 

The regulation, issued during the final
weeks of the Bush administration, with-
holds federal payment and funding from
providers who do not certify that they do
not discriminate against physicians and
midlevel providers who refuse to perform
abortion or sterilization procedures. 

The regulation has been stirring con-
troversy among abortion rights advo-
cates since it was first proposed in August
2008. They contend that the regulation
is overly broad and as a result would de-
crease access to reproductive health ser-
vices, including contraception. Mean-

while, supporters, such as the Christian
Medical Association, say the Bush ad-
ministration’s approach is balanced and
helps clear up misconceptions about the
conscience protections already in place
under existing law. 

Democrats in Congress have already
indicated their willingness to act to re-
verse the regulation. At the end of the
last session of Congress, Sen. Patty Mur-
ray (D.-Wash.) and then-Sen. Hillary
Clinton (D.-N.Y.), introduced a bill that
would stop all action on the regulation. 

Aside from addressing the conscience
refusal issue, reproductive health advo-
cates expect that the Obama adminis-
tration’s health care agenda may include
changes to expand access to emergency
contraception, increase funding for fam-
ily planning, and take a more compre-
hensive approach to sex education. 

“We certainly have a pent up agenda,”
said Susan Cohen, director of govern-

ment affairs at the Guttmacher Institute,
a nonprofit research and education or-
ganization focused on sexual and repro-
ductive health. 

One area in which Ms. Cohen and her
colleagues hope to see some action ear-
ly in the Obama administration is in-
creasing funding for Title X, which pro-
vides federal funds for family planning
and preventive screening services.

Sex education is another area ripe for
a change in course under a Democratic
president and Congress. During the Bush
administration, the federal government
invested millions in abstinence-only edu-
cation. However, many reproductive
rights advocates say policy makers should
look at evidence favoring a comprehen-
sive sex education approach, which in-
cludes teaching teens about contracep-
tion as well as abstinence. President-elect
Obama should eliminate funding for ab-
stinence-only sex education and shift

those funds to comprehensive sex edu-
cation, said Dr. Suzanne T. Poppema,
chairwoman of the board of Physicians
for Reproductive Choice and Health. 

Reproductive rights advocates also are
hopeful that the new president will elim-
inate the Mexico City policy or “global
gag rule,” which bars nongovernmental
organizations that receive U.S. funds
from performing abortions or providing
referrals for abortion overseas. 

Dr. Poppema also said that the Obama
administration should take action to ex-
pand access to emergency contracep-
tion. The president-elect could signifi-
cantly expand the number of women
who could obtain emergency contra-
ception by directing the Department of
Defense to add the medication to its for-
mulary and instructing the Justice De-
partment to mandate that emergency
contraception be made available to all
victims of sexual assault. ■
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Cosmetic Dermatologic Surgery Fellowship
UC San Francisco

July 1, 2009-June 20, 2010
A one-year work-study preceptorship in Cosmetic Dermatologic Surgery is now in its 10th
year. It provides supervised training by Richard G. Glogau, M.D., Roy C. Grekin, M.D., Sigrid
Yu, M.D. and Isaac Neuhaus, M.D. in a program internationally renowned for its surgical
faculty and clinical expertise. The Fellow receives an adjunct appointment at University of
California, San Francisco as a post-doctoral fellow combined with intensive private practice
and university practice exposure to cutting edge developments in cosmetic dermatology:
soft tissue augmentation, liposuction surgery, hair transplantation, sclerotherapy, skin
resurfacing for photoaging, and all current laser modalities. Fellows become well versed in
the operation of a high profile cosmetic dermatology practice including proper staffing,
employee training, and internal marketing strategies.

Requirements: Board certified by the American Board of Dermatology or Board eligible for
exam given in summer 2009. Eligible for California license. Favorable medical malpractice
record. Recommendations required.

Benefits: Salary $50,000 annual, with health insurance, disability insurance, malpractice
insurance, two weeks vacation, and all expenses paid to attend several medical education-
al meetings throughout the year.

Interested candidates please reply to
350 Parnassus Ave., Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94117-3685

415-564-1261 telephone 415-564-1967 fax
e-mail to rglogau@aol.com

Further information can be obtained from the
website: www.sfderm.com




