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INDICATIONS

Endoscope Mightier Than the Sword

A team of surgeons at New York—Presby-
terian Hospital/Columbia University
Medical Center is getting close to making
gallbladders disappear. “The wand makes
it alot easier,” Dr. Harry Potter explained.
Just kidding. The surgical team actually
used natural orifice transluminal endo-
scopic surgery (NOTES). An endoscope
was inserted through a 1-inch incision be-
hind the uterus and into the patient’s body
cavity. Using that same scope, the gall-
bladder was detached and removed
through the incision behind the uterus,
thus leaving no external scars and no vis-
ible evidence that the surgery had ever
been performed. “Internal incisions, such
as in the uterus, are less painful and may
allow for quicker recovery than incisions
in the abdominal wall,” Dr. Albus Dumb-
ledore noted. Kidding again. The leader of
the team was actually Dr. Voldemort.
You're not buying this, are you? Okay, the
lead surgeon’s name was really Dr. Severus
Snape. Would you believe Dr. Hermione
Granger? Dr. Ron Weasley? All right, all
right. If you really have to know, the team
leader was really a wandless Muggle, Dr.
Marc Bessler.

A King Among Nurse’s Aides

Until recently, 56-year-old Charles Wesley
Mumbere was a nurse’s aide at the Spring
Creek Rehabilitation and Health Care Cen-

ter in Harrisburg, Pa. He tended “the el-
derly and the sick for a living—bathing
them, dressing them, helping them eat,” ac-
cording to the Harrisburg Patriot-News.
Johnna Marx, executive director of the
Golden Living Center Blue Ridge Moun-
tain in Susquehanna Township, where he
previously worked, told the newspaper that
Mr. Mumbere was “very loyal, a very hard
worker, a very nice person.” Mr. Mumbere
no longer works as a nurse’s aide. After
spending 24 years in the United States, he
has returned to his previous line of work:
king. Mr. Mumbere, it turns out, is the
leader of the Bakonjo, an ethnic group of
about 300,000 people who live in the king-
dom of Rwenzururu, located in the west-
ern mountains of Uganda. He originally
came to the United States when the Bakon-
jo and the Ugandan government signed a
peace deal that allowed him to take a break
from his administrative responsibilities and
continue his education. The situation later
changed, however, cutting off his govern-
ment stipend and forcing him to stay here
and find employment. But the politics of
Uganda have changed again, and he has re-
turned to take his place on the throne.
When asked how his friends and cowork-
ers in Harrisburg, who didn’t know about
his royal background, would react, Mr.
Mumbere told the Patriot-News, “They
will get shocked. ... They will be making
fun of me.”

Gentamicin: Into the Fire Blight

Carl Sagan once said that a “tree and I are
made of the same stuff.” [Note to editor: I
checked, and this is the first time that Carl
Sagan has ever been mentioned in this column. |
That may explain why the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency is granting “emer-
gency” permission to the state of Michi-
gan to spray apple orchards with
gentamicin to fight a tree disease called
fire blight. [Note to writer: First Harry Pot-
ter, and now this? Who the hell is Carl
Sagan?] The disease has become resistant
to streptomycin, the antibiotic that apple
growers had been using. [Note to editor:
You know ... the astronomer? “Cosmos”? The
“billions and billions” guy?| The Infectious
Diseases Society of America, which does
not support the plan and is urging the
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EPA to rescind it decision, pointed out
that agency officials had previously stat-
ed that use of gentamicin in agriculture
could reduce its value in treating humans.
[Note to writer: I bet we’re losing billions and
billions of readers with this ancient reference.
How about something for our younger readers?
Got anything about podcasts? Or maybe a
blog? How about a Facebook page? | “At a time
when bacteria are becoming increasingly
resistant to many of our best antibiotics,
it is an extremely bad idea to risk under-
mining gentamicin’s effectiveness for
treating human disease by using it to treat
a disease in apples,” Dr. Donald Poretz,
IDSA president, said in a statement that
did not appear in a podcast, blog, or his
Facebook page.

—Richard Franki

UPCOMING

American Thyroid Association
The Obesity Society
American College of Gastroenterolog
American College of Nutrition,
American Academy of Pediatrics
Institute of Medicine
American College of Surgeons .
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URGENT CARE MEDICINE
THE FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE

Urgent Care Medici
segments of the health ca
th

ne of the fastest growing
- Join us as we advance
f Urgent Care Medicine!

The American Academy of
Urgent Care Medicine (AAUCM)
is the leading society for
physicians, physician assistants
and nurse practitioners practicing
urgent care medicine.

* Board Certification in Urgent Care Medicine
* Accredited by the ACCME to provide CME
 Urgent Care Center Accreditation
 Annual Conferences
* Member Benefits include a complimentary
subscription to the EMERGENCY
MEDICINE/URGENT CARE Journal as
well as various discount programs such

Medical Malpractice Insurance, EMRs, L |
and more
Join TODAY!
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Visit www.aaucm.org or
call 407-521-5789 to learn more!

INTERNIST

Practice opportunity for BE/BC Internist
for a multi-specialty group in Harrison and
Jackson County on the Mississippi Gulf
Coast. Competitive salary with excellent
fringe benefits. Paid CME, license, relocation
expenses and malpractice. Join a group
committed to quality care and preventive
health. Send CV to: C.Maurice, Medical
Staff Coordinator, Coastal Family Health,
P. O. Box 475, Biloxi, MS 39533; Fax: 228-
863-4148;

email: cmaurice @ coastalfamilyhealth.org
EOE

CONTINUING EDUCATION

STOP Going to Sales
“Seminars”

Start learning one-on-one from
Aesthetic Medicine Professionals.

Just like your practice,
aesthetic laser patients are diverse.
All ages, skin types, from all walks of life

Free Introductory Preceptorship
No Franchise Fees Involved
CASH Procedures
* Laser Hair & Spider Vein
Removal * Benign Mole Remova
* Pigment Removal e Wrinkle Reduction
* Acne/Scarring Treatments ¢ Tattoo Removal
* Skin Tightening &
Rejuvenation Treatments
INCORPORATE AESTHETIC
MEDICINE INTO YOUR PRACTICE!

i

Thomas Sult, MD Robin Sult, RN

e Laser Skin Resurfacin

Visit www.aestheticclinic.net
AESTHETIC LASERS, INC.

877-869-3994
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PRODUCTS

How Can A Holter Monitor
Benefit Your Practice?/

Our digital, PC based holter system
increase revenue, save time and
expedite patient treatment.

@Myth: It’s not cost effective to buy

a holter system for my practice.

Reallty: Actually, at $200 reimbursemegr
under CPT Code 93230, the system pays fai
itself within a month or two! Indications
include these approved ICD-9 codes: 780.:
Syncope, 785.1 Palpitations, 786.50 Chest
and many others. How many of these patients
do you see per month?

@Myth: Holters are too time

consuming for my busy practice.

Reallty: If you're already doing EKGs in
your office, a holter is simply a 24 hour EKG,
and it takes less time to hook up a patient to
a holter recorder! Our PC based, easy to use
software provides complete interpretation and

easy editing capabilities along with full disclosure.

Medical Device Depot

This price tneludes:

Fully EMR compatible Windows based

software, digital flash holter recorder,

flash card which records up to 72 hours

of patient data, flash card reader and 5

or 7-lead cable. Two year warranty.
Free lifetime software upgrades.

Toll Free 877-646-3300

www.medicaldevicedepot.com
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