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Combined Vaccine Doesn’t Hurt Practice Profits

BY HEIDI SPLETE

Senior Writer

ess than 12% of 312 pediatricians ex-
Lperienced or expected a notable de-
crease in revenue from using Pedi-
arix, the combined vaccine from
GlaxoSmithKline, based on a nationwide
survey.
About 11% of the practices reported a
moderate decrease in revenue and less
than 1% reported a significant decrease,

said Dr. Gary L. Freed and his colleagues
at the University of Michigan in Ann Ar-
bor (Pediatrics 2006;118:251-7). The re-
searchers had no financial relationships re-
lated to the study.

Pediarix, which includes diphtheria,
tetanus, acellular pertussis, hepatitis B,
and inactivated polio vaccines, was li-
censed by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration in December 2002 and accounted
for more than 30% of all diphtheria,
tetanus, acellular pertussis vaccine ad-

ministered in the United States by the end
of 2003. The researchers conducted the
survey to determine factors that influ-
enced Pediarix use.

Overall, 123 pediatricians (39%) report-
ed purchasing Pediarix for in-office use.
Another 18% were considering a Pediarix
purchase, and 40% were not considering
a purchase. The remaining 3% said they
did not know;, or left the question blank.

Pediarix purchase was significantly
more likely among pediatricians in hospi-
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tal-owned practices or health systems,
compared with those in solo or group
practices (56% vs. 34%).

Fewer administration fees and a de-
creased profit from the Pediarix vaccine it-
self were the most common reasons for
decreased revenue (69% and 51%, respec-
tively), and 74 practices had raised or
planned to raise fees to recoup their loss-
es. Some practices simply charged more
for the vaccine—23% of practices charged
payers more for the vaccine, while 12%
charged patients more for it. In addition,
16% of practices charged payers higher
administration fees, 9% charged patients
higher administration fees, 7% charged
payers more for office visits, and 3%
charged patients more for office visits.

Despite the increased costs in some
practices, combination vaccines were gen-
erally popular with patients and providers
because they reduced the number of in-
jections given to a child at a single visit.

Overall, 51% of the 241 pediatricians
who reported factors that influenced their
vaccine purchase decisions said that parent
and provider interest in decreasing the
number of injections was a factor.

Pediatricians are still trying to determine
how to incorporate combination vaccines
into their practices, said Dr. Edgar K. Mar-
cuse, a professor of pediatrics at the Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle, and a
member of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices.

The combination vaccines can decrease
missed opportunities and missed vaccine
coverage, which is something of impor-
tance to all pediatricians, Dr. Marcuse said
in an interview.

The financial impact of combined vac-
cine use is likely to vary by region and by
payer contracts. Some state and private in-
surance programs limit the number of ad-
ministrative fees that physicians can charge,
which may reduce the impact of combina-
tion vaccine use on total practice revenue.

“For some pediatricians, given the cir-
cumstances of their practice and the so-
cioeconomic status of their patients, the
price is not off-putting; for others price
may be the key driver,” Dr. Marcuse said.

“Parents and physicians will look at the
factors identified in the study, and those
who are enthusiastic about this particular
combination and who value the decreased
injections will use it, while those who are
hesitant may look at the increased cost and
refrain for now,” he said.

But some practices are reluctant to
maintain two supplies of vaccine and two
standards of care: one for those covered by
state-funded vaccine programs and one for
those funded by private purchasers.

The practices surveyed were less likely
to purchase Pediarix when they did not
order it through the federal Vaccines for
Children program, which highlights the
reluctance of most physicians to use one
vaccine for certain patients and not for
others, the researchers noted.

“Combination vaccines absolutely have
a future, but how they are incorporated
into pediatric practices will vary greatly by
region and by community,” Dr. Marcuse
said. (]

Pages 16a—16b0)


Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.
You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.

GENERAL ----------------------------------------
File Options:
     Compatibility: PDF 1.2
     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes
     Embed Thumbnails: No
     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually
     Distill From Page: 1
     Distill To Page: All Pages
     Binding: Left
     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi
     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] Point

COMPRESSION ----------------------------------------
Color Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes
     JPEG Quality: Low
     Bits Per Pixel: As Original Bit
Grayscale Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes
     JPEG Quality: Low
     Bits Per Pixel: As Original Bit
Monochrome Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Compression Type: CCITT
     CCITT Group: << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>
     Anti-Alias To Gray: No

     Compress Text and Line Art: Yes

FONTS ----------------------------------------
     Embed All Fonts: Yes
     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes
     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %
     When Embedding Fails: Warn and Continue
Embedding:
     Always Embed: [ ]
     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]

COLOR ----------------------------------------
Color Management Policies:
     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB
     Intent: Default
Working Spaces:
     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain
     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1
     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2
Device-Dependent Data:
     Preserve Overprint Settings: No
     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No
     Transfer Functions: Preserve
     Preserve Halftone Information: Yes

ADVANCED ----------------------------------------
Options:
     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes
     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes
     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes
     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No
     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes
     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes
     ASCII Format: No
Document Structuring Conventions (DSC):
     Process DSC Comments: Yes
     Log DSC Warnings: No
     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes
     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No
     Preserve OPI Comments: No
     Preserve Document Information From DSC: No

OTHERS ----------------------------------------
     Distiller Core Version: 4050
     Use ZIP Compression: Yes
     Deactivate Optimization: No
     Image Memory: 524288 Byte
     Anti-Alias Color Images: No
     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No
     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes
     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1

END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------

IMPRESSED GmbH
Bahrenfelder Chaussee 49
22761 Hamburg, Germany
Tel. +49 40 897189-0
Fax +49 40 897189-71
Email: info@impressed.de
Web: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<
     /ColorSettingsFile ()
     /LockDistillerParams false
     /DetectBlends true
     /ParseDSCComments true
     /DoThumbnails false
     /AntiAliasMonoImages false
     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
     /MaxSubsetPct 100
     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)
     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]
     /ColorImageResolution 150
     /UsePrologue true
     /ColorImageDepth -1
     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
     /PreserveOverprintSettings false
     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
     /EmitDSCWarnings false
     /CreateJobTicket false
     /DownsampleMonoImages true
     /DownsampleColorImages true
     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>
     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>
     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)
     /MonoImageDepth -1
     /PreserveEPSInfo false
     /AutoFilterGrayImages true
     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     /SubsetFonts true
     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
     /ASCII85EncodePages false
     /PreserveCopyPage true
     /EncodeMonoImages true
     /PreserveOPIComments false
     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>
     /AntiAliasGrayImages false
     /GrayImageDepth -1
     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
     /EndPage -1
     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
     /EncodeColorImages true
     /EncodeGrayImages true
     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     /Optimize true
     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
     /MonoImageResolution 300
     /GrayImageResolution 150
     /AutoFilterColorImages true
     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]
     /ImageMemory 524288
     /OPM 1
     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
     /EmbedAllFonts true
     /StartPage 1
     /DownsampleGrayImages true
     /AntiAliasColorImages false
     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
     /CompressPages true
     /Binding /Left
>> setdistillerparams
<<
     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]
     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]
>> setpagedevice


