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‘Grossly Excessive’ Vioxx Verdict Tossed
A federal judge threw out a $50 million
damage award against Vioxx maker 
Merck & Co. in August, calling the amount
“grossly excessive.” Judge Eldon E. Fallon
of the U.S. Eastern District Court of
Louisiana ordered a new trial in the case of
Barnett v. Merck on the grounds that “no rea-
sonable jury” could have awarded the plain-
tiff $50 million in compensatory damages.
In his ruling, Judge Fallon said he found no
problem with the $1 million in punitive
damages award in the case, but that the jury
in the new trial would have to address both
issues. A New Orleans jury found in favor
of the plaintiff Gerald Barnett earlier in Au-
gust. Mr. Barnett, a retired special agent
with the FBI, claimed that Vioxx (rofecox-
ib) was responsible for his 2002 heart attack.
In the original trial, the jury found that
Merck was negligent in failing to warn Mr.
Barnett’s treating physicians of the med-
ically known risk associated with the drug.

Psoriatic Arthritis Resources
The National Psoriasis Foundation has
partnered with Abbott to provide psoriat-
ic arthritis patients with online tools to
manage their symptoms. The Web site—
www.psoriasis.org/PATH—offers infor-
mation on diet, exercise, and reducing
stress. The content was designed with in-
put from a rheumatologist, psychologist,
dermatologist, dermatology nurse, cos-
metology instructor, and patients with
psoriatic arthritis. “It is essential that
health care providers form a partnership
with patients to facilitate a comprehensive
treatment plan that addresses the medical,

emotional, and social impacts of the po-
tentially crippling disease—psoriatic arthri-
tis,” Dr. Lester Miller, of the division of
immunology and rheumatology at Stan-
ford (Calif.) University, said in a statement. 

DEA Reverses Pain Rx Restrictions
A new proposal from the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration would allow
physicians to issue up to a 90-day supply
of schedule II controlled substances in a
single visit. The notice of proposed rule
making, which was issued in September,
is open for public comment until Nov. 6.
If finalized, the proposal would reverse the
agency’s previous position that physicians
must write new prescriptions each month.
Instead, physicians would be able to issue
three monthly prescriptions at once, spec-
ifying the fill date for each prescription.
DEA Administrator Karen P. Tandy said in
a statement:“Physicians acting in accor-
dance with accepted medical practice
should be confident that they will not be
criminally charged for prescribing all ap-
propriate pain medications.” The Ameri-
can Academy of Pain Medicine praised
the proposal, noting in a statement that it
could help eliminate the burden on can-
cer patients and others with chronic pain
who have been forced to visit their physi-
cian every month for a new prescription.

Raising Paget’s Disease Awareness
Officials at the National Institutes of Health
are aiming to get seniors better informed
about Paget’s disease of bone by adding in-
formation on the condition to the agency’s
senior health Web site. The site—

www.NIHSeniorHealth.gov—was designed
by the National Institute on Aging and the
National Library of Medicine to offer health
information to older adults. Officials plan to
add information on clinical trials, nutrition,
and falls to the Web site in the future. The
new information on Paget’s disease includes
symptoms and complications; information
on diagnosis, treatment, and research; and
a link to relevant Medline Plus information.
Providing such medically accurate infor-
mation is especially important since about
60% of seniors who have Internet access
seek health information when they go on-
line, according to NIH. “The good news is
that Paget’s disease of bone is treatable, es-
pecially if it is diagnosed early,” Dr. Stephen
I. Katz, director of the National Institute of
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Dis-
eases, said in a statement.“Information
about diagnosis and treatment that can stop
or slow the disease’s progression is easily ac-
cessible on NIHSeniorHealth.”

Public Concern Over Medicare Access
About 70% of Americans recently polled
were unaware of scheduled cuts to physi-
cian payments under Medicare, according
to the American Medical Association. The
group commissioned a poll of U.S. adults
in an effort to draw attention to the
planned 5.1% Medicare payment cut set to
take effect in 2007 and additional pay-
ment cuts planned over the next several
years. The telephone survey, conducted in
July, polled more than 1,000 adults in the
United States. When told about the
scheduled cuts to physician pay, 86% of
those surveyed said they were concerned
the cuts could affect seniors’ access to
health care. Dr. William A. Hazel, an
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AMA board member, said during a press
conference to announce the poll results,
that the AMA is pushing Congress to take
action this year to stop the 2007 cut from
going into effect.

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

EAST TEXAS
Trinity Mother Francis Health System is proud to announce the opening for a Rheumatologist
in Tyler, Texas. Join 2 other well-trained and congenial colleagues in a state-of-the-art Muscu-
loskeletal Center. Any special interests are welcomed, but not limited. Practice with confidence
in a state-of-the-art 400-bed regional tertiary center. No state income tax. Tyler has a popula-
tion of 100,000 and a referral base over one million. Numerous choices in public and private
schools. Three universities, a symphony, a theater, a museum, and an outstanding zoo. Tyler is
consistently listed in “Ten Best Places to Live in Texas.” Numerous lakes and sporting options.
85 miles to Dallas or 90 miles to Shreveport, Louisiana. Contact Bill Kohut at 888-226-5349;
fax 208-255-2013; email bkohut@cejkasearch.com www.cejkasearch.com ID#27352Y1.

The USIDNET, A NIH-sponsored national consortium to promote the study of primary immun-
odeficiency, has established several new exciting programs for young physicians interested in
research and management of primary immunodeficiency diseases.

•  Short Term Training
•  Traveling Scholarships
•  Summer School
•  Laboratory Training Experience

All programs are targeted toward young physicians interested in research and management of
primary immunodeficiency. Senior medical students and recent medical graduates in residen-
cies or research fellowships are also invited to apply. All programs provide paid stipends.

Visit the US Immunodeficiency Network website at www.usidnet.org for more informa-
tion or call Tamara Brown at (800) 296-4433 Ext 211.

COLORADO
Kaiser Permanente/Colorado Permanente
Medical Group, P.C., a large multispecialty
group serving Kaiser Permanente mem-
bers, is seeking a BE/BC Rheumatologist for
an innovative pure subspecialty practice.
Competitive salary and an excellent benefit
package. Denver has abundant four-season
outdoor activities enhanced by many com-
munity amenities. If interested in learning
more about our opportunity please feel
free to contact Eileen Jones-Charlett at
303-344-7838. Or you may email me your
C.V at Eileen.T.Jones-Charlett@kp.org
or fax your CV with a cover letter to 303-
344-7818. EOE,M/F,V/HFOR INFORMATION ON CLASSIFIEDS:

Contact Robin Cryan, Elsevier-Rheumatology News, 360 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10010.
(800) 379-8785, (212) 633-3160. FAX: (212) 633-3820. Email ad to: r.cryan@elsevier.com
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