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Thoughts of
High School
Faze Boys

BY KATE JOHNSON

Montreal Bureau

SAN ANTONIO — The thought of the
high school transition is enough to reduce
boys’ academic effort and performance—
whereas for girls, it has no impact on
those measures, according to a study pre-
sented at the annual meeting of the Soci-
ety for Prevention Research.

“Boys’ self-concepts are more focused on
autonomy and social power, whereas girls’
self-concepts are more focused on intimate
personal relationships. We thought that
thinking about going to high school would
lead boys to
think  about
how  people
wouldn't know
them, and how
teachers would
be more strict,
and that would
lead them to
disengage acad-

The study found
that priming boys
for the transition
to high school
undermined their
academic effort.

For girls, emically,” said
however. primin lead investigator
? ever, p g Daniel  Brick-
did not have man of the psy-
an impact. chology depart-

ment at the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

His study included 59 eighth-grade stu-
dents (32 female). Subjects were random-
ized to one of three groups. Those in the
first group were primed for high school
with a message of continuity: “In many
ways starting high school is not really that
much of a big change. ... List three ways in
which next year will be similar to this year.”
In the second group, subjects were primed
with a message of change: “In many ways
starting high school is a big change. ... List
three ways in which next year will be dif-
ferent from this year.” The third group re-
ceived no priming.

All three groups were then asked to
complete written exercises that measured
current academic effort, future effort, and
willingness to engage.

The study found that priming boys for
the transition to high school undermined
their academic effort and performance—
regardless of whether the prime empha-
sized constancy or change. In contrast,
priming girls did not affect their effort and
performance.

Prior research indicates that secondary
schools present increased competition for
positions of social power and fewer op-
portunities to express autonomy, com-
pared with primary schools. “This squelch-
ing of power and autonomy might be
especially detrimental for boys,” Mr. Brick-
man said in an interview.

“It seems like it’s not so helpful to focus
on the transition to high school without
focusing on something else as well,” he
added. In his next study, he hopes to prime
boys with the idea that high school will
promote autonomy and social power to
see whether this message prevents their
academic decline. (]
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Foreign Adoptees Close Development Gap

BY ROBERT FINN

San Francisco Bureau

SaAN FraNcisco — Young children
adopted from foreign orphanages show
initial delays in nonverbal social com-
munication, developmental behaviors,
and adaptive behaviors that resolve with-
in 6 months to 1 year, according to two
posters that were presented at the an-
nual meeting of the Pediatric Academic
Societies.

The results suggest that it may be more

difficult to read the social cues of insti-
tutionalized children shortly after adop-
tion and that it may be worthwhile to fo-
cus attention on helping these children
develop better means of social commu-
nication, wrote Dr. Yasmin Senturias of
Children’s Hospital Medical Center of
Akron, Ohio, and Dr. Anne Roth of Yale
University, New Haven, Conn., and their
colleagues.

Both of the studies were conducted
on the same group of 23 adoptees, who
were 9-24 months old at the time of

adoption. Eighteen of the children came
from China and the remainder came
from Russia and other Eastern European
countries.

In the study on nonverbal social com-
munication, the children were compared
with age-matched controls from a study
on nonadopted children.

The assessment involved videotaped
observation of 25 semistructured situa-
tions designed to elicit interaction be-
tween a tester and a child with minimal
verbal cueing. The videotapes were
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Rozerem is indicated for the treatment of insomnia characterized by difficulty with sleep onset.
Rozerem “can‘be prescribed for long-term use. Rozerem should not be used in patients with
hypersensitivity to any components of the formulation, severe hepatic impairment, or in.combination
with fluvoxamine. Failure of insomnia to remit after a reasonable period of time should be medically
evaluated, as this may be the result of an unrecognized underlying medical disorder. Hypnotics
should be administered with caution to patients exhibiting signs and symptoms of depression.
Rozerem has not been studied in patients with severe sleep apnea, severe COPD, eor in children or
adolescents. The effects in these populations are unknown. Avoid taking Rozerem with alcohol.
Rozerem has been associated with decreased testosterone levels and increased prolactin levels.
Health professionals should be mindful of any unexplained symptoms possibly associated with such
changes in these hormone levels. Rozerem should not be taken with or immediately after a high-fat
meal. Rozerem should be taken within 30 minutes before going to bed and activities confined to
preparing for bed. The most common adverse events seen with Rozerem that had at least a 2%
incidence difference from placebo were somnalence, dizziness, and fatigue.

Please see adjacent Brief Summary of Prescribing Information.




