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It’s about time...
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Genzyme Diagnostics is advancing Trichomonas
testing. Conventional procedures for identifying
Trichomonas from vaginal swabs involve detection
by wet mount microscopy or by culture. You need
to get the wet mount to the microscope within 10
minutes or the organisms begin to die. Microscopy
makes finding them extremely difficult and a culture
may take 24-72 hours.  

The OSOM® Trichomonas Rapid Test is an
immunochromatographic assay that detects the
antigens directly from vaginal swabs. The test is
dipstick-simple, using only one reagent. Accurate,
easy-to-read, two-color results occur within 10
minutes, and you have up to 24 hours to perform
the test. No worries, we’ll find them 
for you. Awesome, yes OSOM.

Diagnosing Bacterial Vaginosis can be time
consuming and complicated. The OSOM®

BVBLUE® Test transforms the diagnostic process,
providing accurate results in a matter of 
minutes with only seconds of hands-on time.
BVBLUE detects elevated vaginal fluid 
sialidase activity as a single marker, providing
far more direct and efficient results than
other tests on the market including the Amsel
criteria. Now you can rely on one simple test,
with easy to read color change results more 
sensitive and specific than a traditional wet
mount. And BVBLUE is backed by Genzyme’s
quality and world-class reputation as a
leader in diagnostics. It’s about time.
Awesome, yes OSOM.
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FDA: Avoid Drugs Sold on Canadian Web Sites
B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  M E C H C AT I E

Senior Writer

Consumers should not buy or use
prescription drugs obtained from
certain Canadian Web sites al-

legedly selling counterfeit versions of Lip-
itor, Propecia, a breast cancer drug, and
other prescription drugs, according to a
warning issued by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

In a statement, the FDA said that con-

sumers should not use Web sites that have
orders filled by the Mediplan Prescription
Plus pharmacy or Mediplan Global Health
in Manitoba, Canada, because of reports
that these companies are selling counter-
feit versions of prescription drugs to U.S.
consumers. These reports are being inves-
tigated by the FDA, which is working with
international law enforcement authorities. 

Preliminary results of laboratory analy-
ses for products from these companies in-
tercepted on their way to the United States

have identified counterfeit versions of the
following prescription drugs: the choles-
terol-lowering agents Lipitor (atorvas-
tatin), Crestor (rosuvastatin), and Zetia
(ezetimibe); the antihypertensives Diovan
(valsartan) and Hyzaar (losartan-hy-
drochlorothiazide); Actonel (risedronate),
a bisphosphonate for osteoporosis; Nexi-
um (esomeprazole) for gastroesophageal
reflux disease; Celebrex (celecoxib) for
arthritis-related pain; Arimidex (anastro-
zole) for breast cancer; and Propecia (fi-

nasteride), for male pattern baldness.
The statement also cited an August 2005

investigation that revealed that some In-
ternet sites claiming to be Canadian were
not based in Canada and were selling
drugs of “dubious” safety and efficacy.
The investigation, conducted at New York,
Miami, and Los Angeles airports, found
that that 85% of the drugs promoted as
coming from a Canadian pharmacy were
from 27 other countries and included
counterfeit products. ■


