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U.S. Urged to Revise Its Pandemic Influenza Plan
B Y  K AT E  J O H N S O N

Montreal  Bureau

Arevision of the national pandemic
influenza plan could help to reme-
dy the current patchwork of state

plans “that will not adequately detect and
control” an influenza pandemic, according
to a review by Scott D. Holmberg, Ph.D.,
and his colleagues at Research Triangle In-
stitute International, Atlanta.

“The control of future pandemic and in-
terpandemic influenza will necessarily rely
on each individual state’s plan to vaccinate
persons and detect and contain this dis-
ease,” the investigators wrote (Emerg. In-
fect. Dis. 2006;12:1414-7). “The current na-
tional [Health and Human Services]
pandemic influenza plan presents only a
categorization and listing of steps rather
than explicit direction for the states.”

The authors cite a “lack of clear guid-
ance” at the federal level as one of the rea-
sons for the considerable disparity among
the 49 states that have posted their plans
for vaccination, early epidemic surveil-
lance and detection, and containment of
pandemic influenza (available online at
w w w. c d c . g o v / n c i d o d / E I D /
vol12no09/06-0369_appT1.htm).

According to the review, all states agree
on vaccination priority strategies as rec-

ommended by
the Advisory
Committee on
Immunization
Practices and
the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health
and Human
Services. “Gen-
eral agreement
exists, explicit
or implicit, to
provide vacci-
nation during a
pandemic that
is prioritized by

those most likely to acquire, become ill, or
die from pandemic influenza,” they noted.

In general, this means that the elderly,
those with chronic diseases, and health
care and infrastructure personnel will be
vaccinated first; some states will include
young children in this list. “We believe the
estimate that such persons make up
[about] 15%-20% of the population in any
state is reasonable,” the researchers wrote.

State plans are more variable regarding
surveillance and detection, although they
all plan to use the National Sentinel Physi-
cian Surveillance and the nationwide 122
Cities Mortality Reporting System. Nei-
ther system would likely detect a local out-
break of influenza within 2 weeks, the au-
thors noted, but “to our knowledge, no
health authority feels confident that earli-
er detection of influenza by 1-3 weeks
would necessarily lead to better control or
substantial retardation of an outbreak.”

Syndromic surveillance aimed at de-
tecting influenzalike illness in emergency
departments and clinics is being used in
several cities, and the Centers for Disease
Control plans to expand the use of syn-
dromic surveillance to 300 clinical sites by
the end of 2006.

State plans are “markedly heterogenous”
in their recommendation of personal con-
tact avoidance and prophylactic measures,
with few states discussing nonpharmaceu-
tical strategies. “Even in this computer-
based economy, in which a considerable
percentage of persons can work from
home most of the time, this simple strat-
agem is not addressed in most state plans,”
Dr. Holmberg and his associates noted.

Specifically, 35% of states mention vol-
untary self-isolation; 37% discuss closing

schools, institutions, or businesses; 31%
talk about quarantining institutions, per-
sons, or households; and 25% mention
contact vaccination or chemoprophylaxis.
Other simple recommendations that are
often neglected in the plans include avoid-
ance of mass gatherings; shopping on off-
hours; and home and work strategies such
as handwashing, keeping towels separate,
and avoidance of handshaking, the inves-
tigators wrote.

Although the authors point to weak

federal direction as one of the reasons for
the patchwork of state plans, they also
acknowledge gaps in epidemiologic
knowledge. 

“We also believe it would be prudent to
begin studies and, in the interim, create ex-
pert panels to determine if masks, school
closings, social isolation, and several oth-
er nonpharmaceutical strategies would be
useful in reducing the illness and death
caused by pandemic influenza and its
spread in the community.” ■

The ‘lack of clear
guidance’ at the
federal level is
one of the
reasons for the
considerable
disparity among
the 49 states that
have posted their
plans.

Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.GENERAL ----------------------------------------File Options:     Compatibility: PDF 1.2     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes     Embed Thumbnails: No     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually     Distill From Page: 1     Distill To Page: All Pages     Binding: Left     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] PointCOMPRESSION ----------------------------------------Color Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: Low     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitGrayscale Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: Low     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitMonochrome Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi     Compression: Yes     Compression Type: CCITT     CCITT Group: << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     Anti-Alias To Gray: No     Compress Text and Line Art: YesFONTS ----------------------------------------     Embed All Fonts: Yes     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %     When Embedding Fails: Warn and ContinueEmbedding:     Always Embed: [ ]     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]COLOR ----------------------------------------Color Management Policies:     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB     Intent: DefaultWorking Spaces:     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2Device-Dependent Data:     Preserve Overprint Settings: No     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No     Transfer Functions: Preserve     Preserve Halftone Information: YesADVANCED ----------------------------------------Options:     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes     ASCII Format: NoDocument Structuring Conventions (DSC):     Process DSC Comments: Yes     Log DSC Warnings: No     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No     Preserve OPI Comments: No     Preserve Document Information From DSC: NoOTHERS ----------------------------------------     Distiller Core Version: 4050     Use ZIP Compression: Yes     Deactivate Optimization: No     Image Memory: 524288 Byte     Anti-Alias Color Images: No     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------IMPRESSED GmbHBahrenfelder Chaussee 4922761 Hamburg, GermanyTel. +49 40 897189-0Fax +49 40 897189-71Email: info@impressed.deWeb: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<     /ColorSettingsFile ()     /LockDistillerParams false     /DetectBlends true     /ParseDSCComments true     /DoThumbnails false     /AntiAliasMonoImages false     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average     /MaxSubsetPct 100     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]     /ColorImageResolution 150     /UsePrologue true     /ColorImageDepth -1     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /PreserveOverprintSettings false     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove     /EmitDSCWarnings false     /CreateJobTicket false     /DownsampleMonoImages true     /DownsampleColorImages true     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)     /MonoImageDepth -1     /PreserveEPSInfo false     /AutoFilterGrayImages true     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /SubsetFonts true     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage     /ASCII85EncodePages false     /PreserveCopyPage true     /EncodeMonoImages true     /PreserveOPIComments false     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /AntiAliasGrayImages false     /GrayImageDepth -1     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning     /EndPage -1     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /EncodeColorImages true     /EncodeGrayImages true     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /Optimize true     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true     /MonoImageResolution 300     /GrayImageResolution 150     /AutoFilterColorImages true     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]     /ImageMemory 524288     /OPM 1     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default     /EmbedAllFonts true     /StartPage 1     /DownsampleGrayImages true     /AntiAliasColorImages false     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true     /CompressPages true     /Binding /Left>> setdistillerparams<<     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]>> setpagedevice


