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Surgical removal of malpositioned IUDs

Techniques for managing intrauterine devices that
have become embedded, translocated, or perforated

Benjamin Margolis, MD; Mireille D. Truong, MD; Julia Kearney;
Sarah Schechter; Jeannie Kim, MD; and Arnold P. Advincula, MD

T oday’s intrauterine devices (IUDs) represent an
excellent form of long-acting reversible contracep-
tion. Depending on the type of IUD, many also are used
to help alleviate such gynecologic symptoms as abnormal
uterine bleeding. Approximately 10% of IUD insertions
are complicated by malpositioning, which can include
embedding, translocation, or perforation. Malpositioned
IUDs are often amenable to office removal but, occasion-
ally, hysteroscopy or laparoscopy is necessary.

In this video, we begin by reviewing techniques
for complicated office IUD removal. Then we present
4 cases of malpositioned IUDs that required surgical
intervention; hysteroscopic, laparoscopic, or com-
bined techniques were used in each case. This video
highlights how preoperative imaging often is not suf-
ficient to determine the necessary surgical approach.
Therefore, patients should be counseled on the poten-
tial need for hysteroscopy or laparoscopy to surgically
remove a malpositioned IUD.

Visit Dr. Arnold P. Advincula’s Surgical
Techniques Video Channel in the

Video Library at obgmanagement.com
or use the QR code at right >>>>
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Although risk factors for malpositioned IUDs are
not well studied in the literature, understanding proper
placement and identification of complications at the
time of IUD placement are essential to malpositioning
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prevention.
My colleagues and I hope you enjoy this video. @

>» Dr. Arnold Advincula

Watch for this video coming soon:

Managing complicated ectopic
pregnancy presentations, Part 1:
Interstitial ectopic pregnancy
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