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The Stegman Papers: Biography
of a Leader in Dermatologic Surgery
Kelley P. Redbord, MD, and C. William Hanke, MD, MPH, FACP

The Stegman Papers is a biography of Dr. Samuel J. Stegman. The papers were collected by Dr.
Stegman during his lifetime as a dermatologic surgeon and leader. The manuscript includes a time
line of Dr. Stegman’s life and listing of his accomplishments, including significant publications.
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In 2006, Dr. Samuel J. Stegman’s brother, John D. Stegman,
brought a large box containing his brother’s life’s work to Dr.

. William Hanke in Indianapolis, IN. Dr. Stegman had given
he box to his brother in October 1989 (5 months before his
eath) with the following instructions—“You will know what to
o with this box and when to do it.”
The large box contained 12 binders meticulously orga-

ized by date, including every article, abstract, presentation,
ecture, lecture notes, and newspaper clippings concerning
r. Stegman and his contribution to dermatologic surgery

Fig. 1). We subsequently spent a great deal of time abstract-
ng the most important material from the 12 binders. With
reat pride and honor, we present The Stegman Papers
hronicling the life and work of Samuel J. Stegman. We ded-
cate this work to the life of an innovator, leader, teacher,
riend, and brother.

We have divided Dr. Stegman’s life into four segments:

(1) 1939 to 1975: The Early years, Education and Train-
ing

(2) 1975 to 1980: Development of a Young Leader
(3) 1980 to 1985: A Leader Emerges
(4) 1985 to 1990: A Mature Leader
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1939-1975: The Early Years,
Education and Training

Tables 1–3 and Figures 1–7

Figure 1 The Stegman Papers: Twelve binders representing a lifetime
of leadership, teaching, publications, and education were collected

by Dr. Stegman.

mailto:cwmhanke@thelassi.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sder.2012.03.003


The Stegman Papers 61
Table 1 A time line of Dr. Stegman’s life, 1939-1975

March 10, 1939 Born in Peru, IN
1930s Dr. Frederic E. Mohs developed chemosurgery at the University of Wisconsin
1956 Received Alexander Hamilton Bicentennial Fellowship for first place in national high school

speech–debate competition. Sam Stegman went to the White House where he was awarded a 4-year
college scholarship by President Eisenhower (Dr. Stegman used this scholarship for medical school
because he already had a college debate scholarship)

1957-1961 Attended Butler University, Indianapolis, IN
4-year debate scholarship, Grant-in-Aide
Cum Laude, premedicine
Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Eta Sigma, Sigma Tau, Delta, Tau Kappa Alpha
Outstanding Freshman Man
President Sigma Chi Fraternity
Top debater: 128 wins and 43 losses

1959 Won National 4-man debate tournament
1959 Won the Indiana State Peace Oratorical Contest (sixth in the National contest)
1961 Won National 4-man debate tournament at Bellarmine College
1961 Placed 16th at the national debate tournament at the US Military Academy at West Point, NY
1961 Graduated Butler University Cum Laude, with a BA in Chemistry
1961-1965 Attended Indiana School of Medicine, Indianapolis, IN

Alexander Hamilton Bicentennial Fellowship Scholarship
1965 Graduated Indiana University School of Medicine with an MD, ranking 40/163
1965-1966 Rotating Internship Denver General Hospital, Denver, CO
1966-1968 US Navy Lieutenant Commander

Third Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force, SE Asia
US Navy Medal of Commendation

1968-1969 Internal Medicine Residency, University of Wisconsin
1969-1972 Dermatology Residency, University of California, San Francisco, CA
1972-1973 NIH Fellow, University of California, San Francisco, under Dr. Theodore Tromovitch
1971 Attended first Meeting of the American College of Chemosurgery
1972 Tropical Dermatology Rotation, Institute Dermatologio, Guadalajara, Mexico
1973 Stegman presents “Fresh Tissue Chemosurgery” at the American College of Chemosurgery meeting in

Chicago
1974 Tromovitch and Stegman publish the first use of the fresh tissue technique in Archives of Dermatology:

Microscopically Controlled Excision of Skin Tumors
1975 First issue of The Journal of Dermatologic Surgery
1975 June Stegman publishes “Fifteen Ways to Close Surgical Wounds” in Volume 1, Issue Number 2 of The
Journal of Dermatologic Surgery
Table 2 Dr. Stegman’s academic productivity, 1939-1975

Publications 8
Abstracts 3
Book chapters 0
Books 0
Presentations and lectures 31

In the news 1
Table 3 Significant publications, 1939-1975

Tromovitch TA, Stegman SJ: Microscopically Controlled
Excision of Skin Tumors. Arch Dermatol 110:231-232,
1974

Stegman SJ, Bonfilio ND, Fukuyama K, et al: Effects of
phytohemagglutinin and concanavalin A on mammalian
epidermal cells. Cell Differ 3:71-79, 1974

Stegman SJ: Fifteen ways to close surgical wounds. J

Dermatol Surg 1:25-31, 1975
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Figure 2 Sam Stegman with his father, older brother John, and

younger sister Dorothy, at home in Peru, IN.

Butler University on a 4-year debate scholarship.
Figure 3 Sam Stegman, at the age of 5 years, had plans for a military

career.
Figure 4 Sam Stegman, age 6 years, with a cas
Figure 5 Samuel J. Stegman, MD, as an award-winning freshman
debater at Butler University in the spring of 1958. Sam attended
t on his arm, with his first-grade class.
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Figure 6 This letter was written by Sigma Chi Fraternity (Butler University Chapter) scholarship chairman, Sam
Stegman, in September 1959, to the parents of incoming Sigma Chi premed freshman Robert Worth. Dr. Worth is now

a retired neurosurgeon in Indianapolis. The letter was given to Dr. Hanke by Dr. Worth’s parents.
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1975-1980: Development of a Young Leader

Figure 7 Sam Stegman and Butler University classmate, Priscilla Thomas, at USMA National Debate Tournament in
1961. Butler University ranked 9th out of the 38 teams that qualified for the national tournament.
Tables 4–6 and Figures 8–14

T

Table 4 A time line of Dr. Stegman’s life, 1975-1980

1975-1978 Stegman on Board of Directors,
American College of Chemosurgery

April 5- 9, 1978 Stegman is Program Chairman for the
American Society for Dermatologic
Surgery 4th Annual Scientific
Meeting, San Diego, CA

1978-81 Stegman on Board of Directors,
American Society for Dermatologic
Surgery

1979-81 Stegman is Vice-President, American
College of Chemosurgery

March 26-30, 1980 Stegman is Program Chairman of the
ASDS 7th Annual Meeting, Las
Vegas, NV

1980 Stegman describes chemical peel and
dermabrasion in an animal model

1980 Stegman and Tromovitch consult with
Collagen Corporation for Zyderm
development

1980 Stegman and Tromovitch report on

bovine collagen for scars
able 5 Significant publications, 1975-1980

Stegman SJ, Fukuyama K, Epstein WL: Inhibition of the in
vivo effects of concanavalin A on mammalian epidermis
by alpha-methyl-d-glucopyranoside. J Invest Dermatol
66:17-21, 1976

Stegman SJ: Suturing techniques for dermatologic surgery.
J Dermatol Surg Oncol 4:63-68, 1978

Tromovitch TA, Stegman SJ: Microscopic-controlled
excision of cutaneous tumors: chemosurgery, fresh
tissue technique. Cancer 41:653-658, 1978

Stegman SJ: Planning closure of a surgical wound. J
Dermatol Surg Oncol 4:390-393, 1978

Stegman SJ: Principles of design and the dynamics of
movement of flaps. J Dermatol Surg Oncol 6:182-186,
1980

Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA: Implantation of collagen for
depressed scars. J Dermatol Surg Oncol 6:450-453,
1980

Stegman SJ: A study of dermabrasion and chemical peels
in an animal model. J Dermatol Surg Oncol 6:490-497,

1980
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Figure 8 (A, B) Drs. Tromovitch and Stegman publish the first use of the fresh tissue technique for Mohs Micrographic

Surgery in Archives of Derma
Table 6 Dr. Stegman’s academic productivity, 1975-1980

Publications 28
Abstracts 0
Book chapters 1
Books 0
Presentations and lectures 92
tology, August 1974. Dr. Stegman published 91 manuscripts in his career.
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Figure 8 Continued.
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Figure 9 Drs. Tromovitch and Stegman pictured for their manuscript in the 1976 Dermatology Digest entitled “Micro-

scopic-Controlled Excision.”

Pacific Dermatology Association meeting in 1979.
Figure 10 Dr. Stegman lectures on “Chemical Peels and Horizons in
Skin Surgery” at the 6th Annual Consultants Course in Dermatology

at the University of San Francisco Medical Center, March 1978.
Figure 11 Dr. Stegman lectures on “Office Surgical Pearls” at the
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Figure 12 Dr. Stegman’s lecture notes on “Office Surgery Pearls” given to the Pacific Dermatology Association in San

Francisco in 1979.
Figure 13 In Dermatology News June 1979, Dr. Stegman reports on the benefits of xenogeneic collagen for the repair of

soft tissue defects.
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1980-1985: A Leader Emerges

Figure 14 American Society for Dermatologic Surgery 7th Annual Meeting in Las Vegas in 1980. Dr. Stegman presents
a grant to young Dr. Ronald Moy. Dr. Alfred Hollander and Dr. Coleman Jacobson are also featured.
Tables 7–9 and Figures 15–19
Table 7 A time line of Dr. Stegman’s life, 1980-1985

1981-1983 Stegman is President, American College of
Chemosurgery

July 22,
1981

Zyderm approved by FDA

1982 Stegman reports on histology of
dermabrasion and chemical peeling in
human skin

1984 Stegman named outstanding Dermatologist
by Town and Country Magazine

October 29,
1985

Zyplast approved by FDA

January
1985

Stegman appointed to Editorial Board of
Archives of Dermatology

Table 8 Dr. Stegman’s academic productivity, 1980-1985

Publications 28
Abstracts 2
Book chapters 4
Books 3
Presentations and lectures 91
In the news 2
Table 9 Significant publications, 1980-1985

Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA, Glogau RG: Basics of
Dermatologic Surgery. Chicago, IL: Yearbook Medical
Publishers, 1981

Swanson NA, Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA: Mohs’
chemosurgery—microscopically controlled excision
using fresh tissue technique. Aesth Reconstr Fac Plast
Surg 6:2, 1981

Swanson NA, Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA: Reconstruction
of defects post Mohs’ chemosurgery or microscopically
controlled excisions. Aesth Reconstruct Fac Plast Surg
6:3, 1981

Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA, Glogau RG: Cosmetic
Dermatologic Surgery. Chicago, IL: Yearbook Medical
Publishers, 1982

Stegman SJ: A comparative histologic study of the effects
of three peeling agents and dermabrasion on normal and
sun-damaged skin. Aesthetic Plast Surg 6:123-135, 1982

Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA: Cosmetic dermatologic
surgery. Arch Deramtol 118:1013-1016, 1982

Carruthers JA, Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA, et al: Basal-
cell carcinomas of the Temple. J Dermatol Surg Oncol
9:759-762, 1983

Stegman SJ, Tromovitch TA: Cosmetic Dermatologic
Surgery. Chicago, IL: Yearbook Medical Publishers,
1984

Tromovitch TA, Stegman SJ, Glogau RG: Zyderm collagen:
implantation techniques. J Am Acad Dermatol 10:273-
278, 1984

Barr RJ, Stegman SJ: Delayed skin test reaction to
injectable collagen implant (Zyderm). The histopathologic
comparative study. J Am Acad Dermatol 10:652-658,

1984
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Figure 15 Dr. Stegman lectures on “What’s New in Dermatologic
urgery?” at the 33rd Annual Meeting of the Pacific Dermatologic

ssociation in 1981.

Congress in New York City in April 1983.
Figure 16 A Pearl of Knowledge from Dr. Stegman in 1981.
Figure 17 Drs. Frederic Mohs, Norman Orentreich, Michael Albom,
and Sam Stegman participate in the Interspecialty Facial Surgery
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Figure 18 (A, B) Dr. Stegman’s Presidential Address to the American College of Chemosurgery in 1984.
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Figure 18 Continued.
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1985-1990: A Mature Leader

Figure 19 Dr. Stegman was quoted in September-October 1985 Dermatology Perspectives on the percentage of derma-
tologists doing dermatologic surgery.
Tables 10–15 and Figures 20–26

1990 CA
Table 11 Significant publications, 1985-1990

Stegman SJ: The application of liposuction surgery in
dermatology. Adv Dermatol 1:211-219, 1986

Rubenstein R, Roenigk HH Jr, Stegman SJ, et al: Atypical
keloids after dermabrasion of patients taking isotretinoin.
J Am Acad Dermatol 15:280-285, 1986

Stegman SJ: Flexible rhombic flap. Plast Reconstr Surg
79:497-499, 1987

Stegman SJ, Chu S, Bensch K, et al: A light and electron
microscopic evaluation of Zyderm collagen and Zyplast
implants in aging human facial skin: a pilot study. Arch
Dermatol 123:1644-1649, 1987

Stegman SJ: Sleep creases. Am J Cosmetic Surg 4:277-
280, 1987

Stegman SJ: On credentialing. J Dermatol Surg Oncol 14:
159-161, 1988

Stegman SJ: Analysis of the skin of the aging face. Adv
Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg 3:239-256, 1989

Tromovitch TA, Stegman SJ, Glogau RG: Flaps and Grafts
in Dermatologic Surgery. Chicago, IL: Yearbook Medical
Publishers, 1989

Stegman SJ: Technique variations in liposuction surgery.
Dermatol Clin 8:457-461, 1990

Hanke CW, Higley HR, Jolivette DM, et al: Abscess
formation and local necrosis after treatment with Zyderm
or Zyplast collagen implant. J Am Acad Dermatol 25:

319-326, 1991
Table 10 A time line of Dr. Stegman’s life, 1985-1990

1986 American College of
Chemosurgery changes its
name to the American College
of Mohs Micrographic Surgery
and Cutaneous Oncology

1986-1987 Stegman is President of the
ASDS

1987 Stegman named Outstanding
Dermatologist by Town and
Country Magazine

1989 Stegman awarded the “Significant
Sig” award from Sigma Chi
Fraternity. The Significant Sig
medal is given to the
“illustrious sons whose
achievements have brought
honor and prestige to the name
of the Sigma Chi Fraternity.”

1989 Stegman awarded Distinguished
Achievement Award from the
American College of Mohs
Micrographic Surgery and
Cutaneous Oncology

1989 Stegman given Presidential
Citation from the ASDS

February 14,
1990

Stegman awarded the Leon
Goldman achievement award
from the ASDS, at Annual
Meeting in Hawaii

March 15, Stegman dies in San Francisco,
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Table 12 Dr. Stegman’s academic productivity, 1985-1990

Publications 27
Abstracts 0
Book chapters 2
Books 1
Presentations and lectures 54

In the news 61

San Francisco Opera Guild

T

Table 13 Dr. Sam Stegman’s professional appointments

Professor University of California, San Francisco,
Associate Clinical Professor in
Dermatology

Active staff Peninsula Hospital, Burlingame, CA
Franklin Hospital, San Francisco, CA
Moffett Hospital, San Francisco, CA

rivate practice 350 Parnassus Avenue, San Francisco,
CA

1828 El camino Real, Burlingame, CA
onsultant UCSF Dermatology Clinic,

Chemosurgery
UCSF Veterans Hospital, Dermatology

Surgery
Medical Advisor, Collagen Corporation,

Palo Alto, CA
Director Future savings and loan, Board of

Directors, Division of Community
Financial Corporation, Contra Costa
County, CA

Editorial Board Associate editor and contributing editor:
Journal of Dermatologic Surgery and
Oncology

Abstract Editor, Head and Neck Surgery
Editorial staff, surgical Editor, Current

Issues in Dermatology
Assistant Editor, Journal of Cosmetic

Surgery
Editorial Board, Archives of dermatology

Medical Board Registered medical practitioner for New
South Wales

President American Society for Dermatology
Surgery (1986-1987)

American College of Mohs
Micrographic Surgery and Cutaneous
Oncology (1981-1983)

Awards Goldman award from the ASDS (1990)
Distinguished achievement award from

ACMMSCO (1989)

Presidential citation from the ASDS
Table 14 Dr. Sam Stegman’s professional society member-
ships

Society for Investigative Dermatology
American Academy of Dermatology
American Medical Association
California Medical Association
San Francisco Medical Society
San Mateo Medical Society
American Federation of Clinical Research
American College of Chemosurgery

Board of Directors 1975-1978
Vice-President, 1979-1981
President, 1981-1983

American Society for Dermatologic Surgery
Board of Directors 1978-1981
President 1986-1987

American Association of Cosmetic Surgeons
Vail Cosmetic Surgery Society
California Society for Specialty Plastic Surgery
Bay Area Physicians for Human Rights
able 15 Named lectureships and visiting professorships

The Udo J. Wile Visiting Professor, University of Michigan
Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, July 21-23, 1982

The Northwestern University Medical School, Department
of Dermatology, Chicago, IL

The Congres de Medecine Esthetique, Paris, France
Christian Radcliffe lecture, Department of Dermatology,

University of Iowa, Iowa city, IA
Association of Military Dermatologists
San Fernando Valley Dermatologic Associations
Los Angeles Dermatologic Association
Utah Dermatologic Association
US Naval Regional Medical Center, Oak Knoll, Oakland,

CA
Brook Army Medical Center, San Antonio, TX
Oregon Dermatological Society
Department of Dermatology, Emory University School of

Medicine, Atlanta, GA
Montana Dermatologic Society
Duke University, Durham, NC
Indiana University Medical Center, Department of

Dermatology
Walter Reed Guest Professorship, Washington, DC
Canadian Dermatologic Association, Vancouver, BC,

Canada
Annual General Meeting of NSW, Sydney, Australia
Division of Dermatology, Ohio State University, Columbus,

OH
Department of Dermatology, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, NC



Figure 21
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Figure 20 The American Society of Dermatologic Surgery Bulletin
1986 interviews Dr. Stegman. Dr. Stegman indicates that dermatol-

ogy is both a medical and surgical specialty.
Meeting of the Editorial Board of the Archives of Dermatology, May 1986.



Meeting in Palm Springs, CA, in 1986.
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Figure 23 Dr. Stegman as the 1986-1987 president of the ASDS at the ASDS 14th Annual Meeting in Castle Harbour,
Bermuda, in 1987. Dr. Jeffrey Klein (left), Dr. Carlton Carpenter, president 1987-1988 (middle), and Dr. Richard
Figure 22 Dr. Stegman (right) and Dr. Pierre Fournier (left) at the American Society for Dermatologic Surgery Annual
Odom (right) are also present.
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Figure 24 Dr. Stegman publishes “Sleep Creases” in 1987 and is observed demonstrating the etiology of the sleep

crease.
Figure 25 Dr. Stegman (at the request of Dr. Hanke) writes the Foreword for Cosmetic Surgery of the Skin, edited by

Coleman, Hanke, Alt, and Asken in 1988.
Figure 26 Dr. Stegman lunches with Nancy Pelosi and other Who’s Who in San Francisco at a country lunch at

Runnymede, as featured in 1988 Town and Country Magazine.
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