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In 1979 the American Academy of Family Physicians, as the 
first phase of a long-range study of family practice residency 
outcomes, surveyed graduates for the years 1970 through 1978 
who were diplomates of the American Board of Family Prac­
tice. This report is limited to an overview analysis of the hospi­
tal admission and practice privileges of the 3,021 respondents 
actively practicing family medicine in the United States.

A higher percentage of respondents in census regions west 
of the Mississippi River were more likely to have privileges in 
obstetrics and surgery than were respondents in eastern re­
gions. Respondents in nonmetropolitan areas were more likely 
to have hospital privileges than were respondents in metropoli­
tan areas.

F e w  d a t a  e x i s t  t h a t  d o c u m e n t  th e  h o s p i ta l  p r iv i ­
le g e s  o f  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t io n e r s  o r  f a m ily  p h y s ic ia n s .  
M o s t  s tu d i e s  in  th is  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  l im ite d  to  o n e  
g e o g r a p h ic a l  a r e a  o r  s t a t e . 1'3 W h ile  u n c o v e r in g  n o  
s e v e r e  l im i ta t io n s  in  a n y  a r e a  o f  h o s p i ta l  p r iv i ­
le g e s ,  t h e s e  s tu d i e s  h a v e  n e v e r th e le s s  b e e n  lim ite d  
in  v a lu e  b e c a u s e  o f  m e th o d s  o f  d a t a  c o l le c t io n  a s  
w e ll  a s  t h e i r  n a r r o w  s c o p e  o f  in f o rm a t io n .  T h e  
d a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c te d  f r o m  h o s p i ta l  a d m in i s t r a to r s  
a n d  a s  s u c h  m a y  r e f le c t  h o s p i ta l  b y la w s  r a th e r  
t h a n  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th o s e  b y la w s .

I n  1969 th e  ( th e n )  A m e r ic a n  A c a d e m y  o f  G e n ­
e r a l  P r a c t i c e  (A A G P )  c o n d u c te d  a  s u r v e y  r e g a r d ­
in g  m e m b e r s ’ h o s p i ta l  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  s a t i s f a c t io n  
w i th  t h o s e  p r a c t i c e s .  O f  th e  1 9 ,257  r e s p o n d e n ts  96  
p e r c e n t  w e r e  s a t is f ie d  w ith  t h e i r  h o s p i ta l  p r a c ­
t i c e s ;  o n ly  4  p e r c e n t  in d ic a te d  th e y  w e r e  u n d u ly
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r e s t r i c t e d .4 In  1980 th e  A m e r ic a n  A c a d e m y  o f  
F a m ily  P h y s ic i a n s  (A A F P )  s a m p le d  i ts  m e m b e r s  
to  a g a in  a s c e r t a in  th e  d e p th  a n d  b r e a d th  o f  m e m ­
b e r s ’ h o s p i ta l  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  d e g r e e  o f  s a t i s f a c t io n .  
S im ila r  to  th e  1969 s u r v e y  r e s u l t s ,  9 5 .4  p e r c e n t  o f  
th e  A A F P  m e m b e r s  in  1980 w ith  h o s p i t a l  a d m is ­
s io n  p r iv i le g e s  r e p o r t e d  t h e y  w e r e  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  

t h e i r  p r iv i l e g e s .5
In  th e  s a m e  y e a r  th e  1969 s tu d y  w a s  c o n d u c te d  

b y  th e  A c a d e m y ,  f a m ily  p r a c t i c e  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  
a s  a  p r im a r y  s p e c ia l ty  w i th  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  
A m e r ic a n  B o a r d  o f  F a m ily  P r a c t i c e .  D u r in g  th e  
n e x t  11 y e a r s  a p p r o v e d  r e s id e n c y  p r o g r a m s  in  
f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  g r e w  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l  15 to  3 8 2 , 
a n d  m o r e  th a n  8 ,4 0 0  p h y s ic ia n s  h a v e  g r a d u a te d  
f r o m  1970 to  A u g u s t  1980.

T h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  th is  s tu d y  a r e  th r e e f o ld :  (1 ) to  
a s s e s s  th e  h o s p i t a l  p r iv i le g e s  o f  t h e s e  g r a d u a te s ,  
(2 ) to  p r o v id e  f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  p r o g r a m  d i r e c to r s  
w ith  d a t a  w h ic h  c o r r e l a t e  th e  le a r n in g  p r o c e s s  to  
th e  d e l iv e r y  o f  c a r e  b y  th e s e  g r a d u a te s ,  a n d  (3) to  
p r o v id e  d a t a  t o  th e  s t a te  a n d  f e d e r a l  le g is la t iv e  
b o d ie s  t h a t  h a v e  f u n d e d  r e s id e n c i e s  in  f a m i ly  
p r a c t i c e  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e .
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Methods

S in c e  th e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  a l l g r a d u a t e s  
o f  f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  r e s id e n c i e s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i la b le ,  
th e  s tu d y  w a s  l im i te d  t o  in c lu d e  o n ly  g r a d u a te s  o f  
f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  r e s id e n c y  p r o g r a m s  b e t w e e n  1970 
a n d  1978 w h o  w e r e  d ip lo m a te s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  
B o a r d  o f  F a m i ly  P r a c t i c e .  T h is  t a r g e t  p o p u la t io n  
in c lu d e d  th e  n a m e s  o f  4 ,2 9 5  p h y s ic ia n s  w h o  w e r e  
b a s e d  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .  T h e  s u r v e y  w a s  m a i le d  
in  th e  s u m m e r  o f  19 7 9 , a n d  3 ,3 0 2  p h y s ic ia n s  h a d  
r e tu r n e d  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  b y  J a n u a r y  1980  f o r  a n  e f ­
f e c t iv e  r e s p o n s e  r a t e  o f  7 6 .9  p e r c e n t .  B y  c e n s u s  
r e g io n ,  r e s p o n s e  r a t e s  v a r ie d  f r o m  8 3 .5  p e r c e n t  f o r  
th e  M o u n ta in  r e g io n  to  7 1 .1  p e r c e n t  f o r  th e  M id d le  
A t la n t ic  s t a t e s  ( T a b le  1).

O f  th e  3 ,3 0 2  p h y s ic ia n s  r e s p o n d in g ,  t h e r e  w e r e  
281 p h y s ic ia n s  w h o s e  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  w a s  l im ite d  
to  e m e r g e n c y  m e d ic in e ,  m i l i ta r y  a s s ig n m e n t ,  p u b ­
lic  h e a l th  s e r v ic e ,  o r  w h o  w e r e  in  f u r t h e r  t r a in in g  
in  f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  o r  a n o t h e r  m e d ic a l  s p e c ia l ty ,  
p a r t - t im e  p r a c t i c e  o n ly ,  o r  n o  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  a c ­
t iv i ty .  B e c a u s e  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e s e  281 p h y s i ­
c i a n s  d i f f e r e d  m a r k e d ly  f r o m  th e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  th e  
r e m a in in g  3 ,0 2 1  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  t h e y  w e r e  e x c lu d e d  
f r o m  th e  s tu d y .  A ll p e r c e n ta g e s  l i s t e d  b e lo w  r e la te  
t o  th e  3 ,0 2 1  p h y s ic ia n s  c o m p r i s in g  th e  r e s p o n d e n t  
g r o u p  o f  g r a d u a t e s  o f  f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  r e s id e n c y  
p r o g r a m s  b e t w e e n  1970 a n d  1978 w h o  a r e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  b a s e d ,  d ip lo m a te s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  B o a r d  o f  
F a m i ly  P r a c t i c e ,  a n d  a c t iv e ly  p r a c t ic in g  f a m ily  
m e d ic in e .

F o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  d a t a  a r e  p r e s e n te d  
a t  th e  r e g io n a l  le v e l ;  th e  m a p  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
is  d iv id e d  in to  n in e  c e n s u s  r e g io n s  f o r  e a s y  r e f e r ­
e n c e .5 W i th in  e a c h  r e g io n  c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  m a d e  
a m o n g  p h y s ic ia n s  p r a c t i c in g  in  a n  S M S A  v s  p h y ­
s ic ia n s  n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  in  a n  S M S A . A n  S M S A  
( s ta n d a r d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t i s t i c a l  a r e a )  is  d e f in e d  
a s  h a v in g  e i t h e r  o n e  c i ty  o f  5 0 ,0 0 0  o r  m o r e  in h a b i ­
t a n t s  o r  o n e  c i ty  w i th  a t  l e a s t  2 5 ,0 0 0  in h a b i ta n t s ,  
w h ic h  w h e n  c o m b in e d  w ith  c o n t ig u o u s  a r e a s  h a v ­
in g  a  d e n s i ty  o f  1 ,0 0 0  o r  m o r e  p e o p le  p e r  s q u a r e  
m ile ,  w ill h a v e  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  a t  l e a s t  5 0 ,0 0 0 . 
S e v e r a l  c o n t ig u o u s  c o u n t i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  b e e n  
d e c la r e d  S M S A s  b y  th e  f e d e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i th o u t  
m e e t in g  th is  d e f in i t io n .  A l th o u g h  th e  c la s s i f ic a t io n  
o f  p r a c t ic e  lo c a t io n s  in to  S M S A  v s  n o n - S M S A  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  l ig h tly  t e r m e d  " u r b a n  v s  r u r a l , ”  th e  
d is t in c t io n  d o e s  p r o v id e  s o m e  in s ig h ts  in to  h o w  
g r a d u a te s  a r e  p r a c t ic in g  w ith in  th e s e  s e t t in g s .
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Table 1. S urvey Response Rates by Region, 1979

Total Response
Surveyed Respondents Rate

New England 173 140 80.9
Middle Atlantic 492 350 71.1
East North Central 724 554 76.5
West North Central 498 409 82.1
South Atlantic 809 615 76.0
East South Central 184 133 72.3
West South Central 322 248 77.0
Mountain 316 264 83.5
Pacific 777 589 75.8

Total 4,295 3,302 76.9

A lth o u g h  a n  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  o b ta in  a  100 
p e r c e n t  r e s p o n s e  in  th i s  c e n s u s  s u r v e y ,  t h e  a c tu a l  
r e s p o n s e  r a te  o f  7 6 .9  p e r c e n t  fe ll  s h o r t  o f  t h a t  g o a l. 
T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  e x t e n s i v e  d e b a t e  in  th e  l i t e r a tu r e  
c o n c e r n in g  th e  u s e  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  t e s t s  in  d e a lin g  
w ith  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n .  I f  o n e  w e r e  in te r e s te d  
in  t h e  c a u s a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  
th e  p o p u la t io n  d a t a ,  t h e n  t e s t s  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
w o u ld  s e e m  a p p r o p r i a t e .  T h u s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e ­
tw e e n  p r o p o r t i o n s  in  th is  s tu d y  w e r e  c o m p a r e d  b y  
a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  n o r m a l  Z  u s in g  a  s ig n i f ic a n c e  le v e l 
s e t  a t  P  <  .0 5 .6

Results
D e m o g r a p h ic ,  m e d ic a l  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  p r a c t ic e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  a v a i la b le  in  
e a r l i e r  p u b l ic a t io n s  r e p o r t in g  r e s u l t s  o f  th is  
s t u d y .7,8 N in e  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  id e n tif ie d  
a s  h a v in g  h o s p i t a l  a d m is s io n  p r iv i le g e s  in  p e d ia t ­
r i c s  (9 2 .5  p e r c e n t ) ,  s p e c ia l  u n i t s  in c lu d in g  in te n ­
s iv e  c a r e  a n d  c o r o n a r y  c a r e  (8 8 .8  p e r c e n t ) ,  f a m ily  
p r a c t i c e  (9 3 .2  p e r c e n t ) ,  a n d  m e d ic in e  (9 3 .5  p e r ­
c e n t ) .  T h o s e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  d id  n o t  h a v e  a d ­
m is s io n  p r iv i le g e s  w e r e  m o r e  t h a n  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  
n o  h o s p i t a l  n e a r b y  o r  to  h a v e  c h o s e n  n o t  to  a p p ly  
f o r  th e  a d m is s io n  p r iv i le g e s .  A d m is s io n  p r iv i le g e s  
a lo n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o  n o t  m e a s u r e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a c ­
t iv i t ie s  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n t s  in c lu d e  in  t h e i r  h o s p i ta l  
p r a c t i c e s .  H o s p i ta l  p r a c t i c e  p r iv i le g e s ,  o r  la c k  o f  
th e m ,  r e f l e c t  m o r e  a c c u r a t e ly  th e  s c o p e  o f  a  
r e s p o n d e n t ’s in p a t i e n t  p r a c t i c e .  I t  is  im p o r ta n t
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Table 2. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates by Region Having Hospital Practice Privileges
in Routine Obstetric Care, 1979

No Privileges in Routine Obstetric Care

in Routine 
Obstetric 

Care*
No

Interest
Lack of 

Training
Privileges

Denied

Liability
Costs

Prohibitive
No Hospital or 
Not Reported

West North Central "93Jl 4.1 0.0 0.8 0.3 1.8

Mountain 79.4 14.5 1.2 0.8 0.8 3.2
East North Central i7jU> 16.9 0.7 0.6 2.1 1.3
West South Central 71.8 22.7 0.0 0.5 2.3 2.8

Pacific 71.6 19.2 0.2 0.8 5.3 2.9
East South Central

1

35.8 0.8 1.6 0.8 1.6

New England 
South Atlantic

52.2
33a8

34.6
53.4

5.1
3.3

2.2
1.0

0.0
2.8

5.9
5.7

Middle Atlantic 33.3 54:8 1.8 1.8 5.1 3.3

Total 64.3 27.8 1.3 1.0 2.6 3.1

Note: Totals for each region add up to 100.0 percent .
*Those proportions contained w ithin one box are not statistically significant at Pc.05. Proportions contained in any one box are 
statistically significant at P<05 from the proportions contained in any other box

to  d e t e r m in e  n o t  o n ly  w h a t  h o s p i ta l  p r iv i le g e s  a r e  
a f f o r d e d  b u t  a l s o  w h a t  r e a s o n s  a r e  g iv e n  f o r  th e  
la c k  o f  p r iv i le g e s .  R e a s o n s  f o r  a b s e n c e  o f  h o s p i ta l  
p r iv i le g e s  e x p l o r e d  in  th i s  s tu d y  a r e  la c k  o f  t r a in ­
in g , d e n ia l  o f  p r iv i le g e s ,  la c k  o f  i n te r e s t ,  o r  p r o ­
h ib i t iv e  l ia b i l i ty  c o s ts .

Obstetric Care
T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  a ll r e s p o n d e n ts  (6 4 .3  p e r c e n t )  

h a d  h o s p i t a l  p r iv i le g e s  in  r o u t in e  o b s te t r i c  c a r e  
( T a b le  2 ). T h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  l is te d  b y  r e s p o n d e n ts  
w i th o u t  th i s  p r iv i le g e  w a s  la c k  o f  in t e r e s t  (2 7 .8  
p e r c e n t ) .  L e s s  th a n  5 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  
in d ic a t e d  la c k  o f  t r a in in g ,  p r iv i le g e s  d e n ie d ,  o r  
p r o h ib i t i v e  l ia b il i ty  c o s t s  a s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  p r a c ­
t ic in g  r o u t in e  o b s te t r i c  c a r e  in  a  h o s p i ta l .

R e g io n a l  c o m p a r i s o n s  p o in t  o u t  s h a r p  d if f e r ­
e n c e s .  W h ile  th e  h ig h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  w ith  h o s p i ta l  
p r a c t i c e  p r iv i le g e s  in  r o u t in e  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e  w a s  
r e p o r t e d  b y  9 3 .1  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  p r a c ­
t ic in g  in  t h e  W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  r e g io n ,  o n ly  o n e  
in  t h r e e  r e s p o n d e n t s  p r a c t ic in g  in  th e  M id d le  A t­
la n t ic  s t a t e s  (3 3 .3  p e r c e n t )  o r  S o u th  A t la n t ic  s t a te s  
(3 3 .8  p e r c e n t )  h a v e  s u c h  p r iv i le g e s .  T h e  m a jo r i ty  
o f  a l l r e s p o n d e n t s  p r a c t ic in g  in  e a c h  o f  th e  r e m a in ­
in g  s ix  c e n s u s  r e g io n s  r e p o r te d  h o s p i ta l  p r iv i le g e s  
in  r o u t in e  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e .  T h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  c i te d
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b y  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  M id d le  A t la n t i c  s t a t e s  a n d  
S o u th  A t la n t i c  s t a t e s  f o r  la c k  o f  h o s p i t a l  p r iv i le g e s  
in  r o u t in e  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e  w a s  la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  (5 4 .8  
p e r c e n t  a n d  5 3 .4  p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .

A p p r o x im a te ly  f o u r  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  (3 7 .6  
p e r c e n t )  a c r o s s  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  in d ic a t e d  h o s p i ­
ta l  p r a c t i c e  p r iv i le g e s  in  c o m p l ic a te d  o b s t e t r i c  
c a r e  ( T a b le  3 ). T h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  l i s te d  b y  r e ­
s p o n d e n ts  f o r  n o t  h a v in g  s u c h  p r iv i le g e s  w a s  la c k  
o f  i n t e r e s t  (3 8 .6  p e r c e n t ) ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  la c k  o f  t r a i n ­
in g  (1 1 .2  p e r c e n t ) ,  p r o h ib i t i v e  l ia b il i ty  c o s t s  (4 .0  
p e r c e n t ) ,  a n d  p r iv i le g e s  d e n ie d  (3 .6  p e r c e n t ) .  T h e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  a ll r e s p o n d e n t s  (7 0 .6  p e r c e n t )  in  th e  
W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  s t a te s  h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in  c o m ­
p l ic a te d  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e ,  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  
o f  a n y  o th e r  r e g io n .  T h e  o n ly  o t h e r  r e g io n s  w ith  a  
m a jo r i ty  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t in g  p r iv i le g e s  in  
c o m p l ic a te d  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e  w e r e  th e  M o u n ta in  a n d  
W e s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l  r e g io n s  (5 2 .4  p e r c e n t  a n d  5 0 .0  
p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .  I n  th e  M id d le  A tla n t ic  
s t a te s  le s s  th a n  o n e  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n ts  (8 .6  p e r c e n t )  
h a d  s u c h  p r iv i le g e s .  I n  e a c h  r e g io n  th e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  
l is te d  b y  r e s p o n d e n ts  p r a c t ic in g  w i th o u t  c o m p l ic a t ­
e d  o b s te t r ic  c a r e  p r iv i le g e s  w a s  la c k  o f  in te r e s t ;  la c k  
o f  t r a in in g  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  m a jo r  r e a s o n .

A p p r o x im a te ly  13 .9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  to t a l  r e ­
s p o n d e n ts  f ro m  a ll r e g io n s  in d ic a t e d  h o s p i t a l  
p r a c t i c e  p r iv i le g e s  t o  p e r f o r m  c e s a r e a n  s e c t io n s  
( T a b le  4 ). T h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  l i s te d  b y  r e s p o n d e n t s
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Table 3. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates by Region Having Hospital Practice Privileges
in Complicated Obstetric Care, 1979

No Privileges in Complicated Obstetric Care
Privileges ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

in Complicated Liability
Obstetric No Lack of Privileges Costs No Hospital or

Care* Interest Training Denied Prohibitive Not Reported

West North Central 17061 14.5 5.8 2.8 1.3 5.1
Mountain [52.4 28.6 8.1 2.8 2.4 5.6
West South Central 150.0 29.6 7.9 1.9 6.0 4.6
Pacific 43.0 34.1 9.0 4.2 6.3 3.4
East North Central 40.8 31.1 14.0 4.5 5.2 4.3
East South Central 33.3 48.0 8.1 5.7 0.8 4.1
New England 20.6 41.9 27.2 2.9 1.5 5.9
South Atlantic 15.3 59.7 12.2 2.4 2.9 7.9
Middle Atlantic 8.6 62.5 14.0 5.4 5.1 4.5

Total 37.6 38.6 11.2 3.6 4.0 5.0

Note: Totals for each region add up to 100.0 percent
‘ Those proportions contained w ithin one box are not statistically significant at P<.05. Proportions contained in any one box are 
statistically significant at P <05  from  the proportions contained in any other box

Table 4. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates by Region Having Hospital Practice Privileges
to Perform Cesarean Sections, 1979

Privileges 
to Perform 
Cesarean 
Sections*

No Privileges in 
Performing Cesarean Sections

No
Interest

Lack of 
Training

Privileges
Denied

Liability
Costs

Prohibitive
No Hospital or 
Not Reported

West South Central 31.5 33.3 19.4 3.2 6.9 5.5
West North Central 25.1 31.0 34.0 3.6 2.5 3.8
Mountain 24.6 37.1 23.0 5.2 4.4 5.6
Pacific 23.2 40.8 19.6 6.7 5.9 3.8
East South Central 11.41 55.3 21.1 5.7 2.4 4.1
East North Central 5.4] 47.8 36.7 2.2 4.3 3.6
New England 5 .1 1 50.0 35.3 1.5 2.9 5 2
South Atlantic 2.8 61.7 22.0 3.5 2.9 7.1
Middle Atlantic 1.5 63.1 24.4 3.3 3.3 4.5

Total 13.9 46.9 26.5 3.9 4.1 4.7

Note: Totals for each region add up to  100.0 percent
•Those proportions contained w ith in one box are not statistically significant at P<.05. Proportions contained in any one box are 
statistically significant at P<.05 from the proportions contained in any other box

f o r  n o t  p e r f o r m in g  c e s a r e a n  s e c t i o n s  w a s  l a c k  o f  
i n t e r e s t  (4 6 .9  p e r c e n t ) ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  l a c k  o f  t r a in in g  
(2 6 .5  p e r c e n t ) ,  p r o h ib i t i v e  l ia b il i ty  c o s t s  (4 .1  p e r ­
c e n t ) ,  a n d  p r iv i le g e s  d e n ie d  (3 .9  p e r c e n t ) .

I n  e a c h  c e n s u s  r e g io n  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  r e s p o n d ­
e n t s  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  to  
p e r f o r m  c e s a r e a n  s e c t io n s .  M a jo r  r e a s o n s  g iv e n  in 
e a c h  r e g io n  f o r  n o t  h a v in g  th i s  h o s p i t a l  p r iv i le g e
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w e r e  la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  l a c k  o f  t r a in in g .  A p p r o x ­
im a te ly  3 1 .5  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  
W e s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l  s t a t e s  r e p o r t e d  p r iv i le g e s  to  
p e r f o r m  c e s a r e a n  s e c t io n s ,  a s  d id  2 5 .1  p e r c e n t  o f  
th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  s ta te s  
a n d  2 4 .6  p e r c e n t  in  th e  M o u n ta in  s t a t e s .  A t th e  
o t h e r  e n d  o f  th e  s p e c t r u m ,  o n ly  1.5 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  
r e s p o n d e n t s  p r a c t ic in g  in  th e  M id d le  A tla n t ic
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Table 5. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates by Region Having Hospital Practice Privileges
in Surgery First Assist, 1979

Privileges 
in Surgery 

First 
Assist*

No Privileges in Surgery First Assist

No
Interest

Lack of 
Training

Privileges
Denied

Liability
Costs

Prohibitive
No Hospital or 
Not Reported

West North Central 88.6 8.4 0.0 1.0 0.3 1.8
Mountain 84.7 8.9 2.0 0.0 0.0 4.4
Pacific 8 l i f 13.5 0.4 1.1 0.6 2.9
West South Central 75.5 17.6 1.4 0.5 1.9 3.3
East North Central 71.7 23.0 1.3 0.2 1.9 1.9
East South Central 54.5 39.8 2.4 0.8 0.0 2.4
New England 47.8 38.2 3.7 3.7 2.2 4.4
South Atlantic 27.3 59.1 5.7 1.2 1.6 5.1
Middle Atlantic 22.3 63.1 4.2 1.8 4.2 4.5

Total 62.2 29.8 2.3 1.0 1.4 3.3

Note: Totals for each region add up to 100.0 percent
’ Those proportions contained within one box are not statistically significant at Pc.05. Proportions contained in any one box are 
statistically significant at P<.05 from the proportions contained in any other box

Table 6. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates by Region Having Hospital Practice Privileges
in Minor Surgery, 1979

Privileg
in

Minor
Surgery

No Privileges in Minor Surgery

No
1*  Interest

Lack of 
Training

Privileges
Denied

Liability
Costs

Prohibitive
No Hospital or 
Not Reported

West North Central [605l 17.5 7.9 1.3 1.3 2.5
Mountain 59.3 23.0 10.5 0.8 2.4 4.0
West South Central 57.4 25.9 9.7 1.4 1.9 3.7
Pacific 55.6 26.9 9.3 2.3 2.9 3.0
East North Central ■jutt 41.4 10.1 2.1 2.6 3.0
East South Central 31.7 51.2 9.8 4.1 2.4 0.8
South Atlantic '15.1 61.7 12.2 2.6 2.8 5.7
New England 10.3 58.1 23.5 2.2 1.5 4.4
Middle Atlantic 7.4 63.1 15.8 3.9 5.1 4.8

Total 40.1 40.1 11.3 2.2 2.6 3.7

Note: Totals for each region add up to 100.0 percent
’ Those proportions contained within one box are not statistically significant at P<05. Proportions contained in any one box are 
statistically significant at P<.05 from the proportions contained in any other box

s t a t e s  a n d  2 .8  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  
S o u th  A tla n t ic  s ta te s  p e r f o rm e d  c e s a r e a n  s e c t io n s .

Surgery
T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  a ll r e s p o n d e n t s  in  a l l r e g io n s  

(6 2 .2  p e r c e n t )  in d ic a te d  th e y  h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  to  
f i r s t  a s s i s t  in  s u r g e r y  (T a b le  5 ). T h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n
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l i s te d  b y  r e s p o n d e n t s  f o r  n o t  h a v in g  s u r g e r y  f i r s t  
a s s i s t  p r iv i le g e s  w a s  la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  (2 9 .8  p e r c e n t ) .  
L a c k  o f  t r a in in g ,  p r o h ib i t i v e  l ia b i l i ty  c o s t s ,  a n d  
p r iv i le g e s  d e n ie d  w e r e  m e n t io n e d  b y  v e r y  f e w  r e ­
s p o n d e n ts .  T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  s ix  
r e g io n s  h a d  s u r g e r y  f i r s t  a s s i s t  p r iv i le g e s ,  w i th  
p e r c e n ta g e s  r a n g in g  f r o m  8 8 .6  p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d ­
e n t s  in  th e  W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  r e g io n  to  5 4 .5  p e r ­
c e n t  in  th e  E a s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l  r e g io n .  I n  th e  N e w
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Table 7. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates by Region Having Hospital Practice Privileges
in Major Surgery, 1979

No Privileges in Major Surgery
Privileges --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -—------

in Liability
Major

Surgery•
No

Interest
Lack of 

Training
Privileges

Denied
Costs

Prohibitive
No Hospital or 
Not Reported

West South Central 17.1 45.8 24.1 1.9 6.0 5.1
West North Central 15.5 44.7 31.7 2.5 1.8 3.8
Mountain 13.7 48.8 26.2 2.0 2.8 6.4
Pacific 12 .fi 46.7 27.2 3.8 4.8 5.0
East South Central 4.9 61.0 26.8 1.6 3.3 2.4
East North Central 2.2 59.7 28.7 3.0 3.0 3.4
South Atlantic 1.2 68.6 19.6 1.8 2.4 6.5
Middle Atlantic 0.9 65.8 23.8 2.7 2.1 4.8
New England 0.0 65.4 27.2 0.7 2.2 4.4

Total 7.4 56.1 26.1 2.5 3.1 4.7

Note: Totals for each region add up to  100.0 percent
‘ Those proportions contained w ith in one box are not statistically significant at P c.05. Proportions contained in any one box are 
statistically significant at P<.05 from the proportions contained in any other box

E n g la n d  s t a t e s  4 7 .8  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  h a d  
s u r g e r y  f i r s t  a s s i s t  p r iv i le g e s .  A p p r o x im a te ly  o n e  
in  f o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  t h e  S o u th  A t la n t i c  s t a t e s  
(2 7 .3  p e r c e n t )  a n d  M id d le  A t la n t i c  s t a t e s  (2 2 .3  
p e r c e n t )  h a d  s u r g e r y  f i r s t  a s s i s t  p r iv i le g e s .

E q u a l  p e r c e n ta g e s  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  t h e  U n i te d  
S ta te s  i n d ic a t e d  th e y  d id  h a v e  p r iv i l e g e s  in  m in o r  
s u r g e r y  a s  i n d i c a t e d  th e y  d id  n o t  h a v e  th e  p r iv i le g e  
d u e  to  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  (4 0 .1  p e r c e n t )  ( T a b le  6 ). 
R e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  q u i te  s ig n i f ic a n t .  W h ile  
s e v e n  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  (6 9 .5  p e r c e n t )  in  th e  
W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  s t a t e s  in d ic a t e d  th e y  h a v e  
p r iv i le g e s  in  m in o r  s u r g e r y ,  l e s s  th a n  o n e  in  te n  
r e s p o n d e n t s  (7 .4  p e r c e n t )  in  t h e  M id d le  A t la n t ic  
s t a t e s  h a d  s u c h  p r iv i le g e s .  L a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o l ­
lo w e d  b y  la c k  o f  t r a in in g  w e r e  t h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n s  
r e s p o n d e n t s  in  e a c h  r e g io n  d id  n o t  h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  
in  m in o r  s u r g e r y .

L e s s  t h a n  o n e  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  (7 .4  p e r c e n t )  
in  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in  m a jo r  s u r ­
g e r y  ( T a b le  7 ) . L a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o l lo w e d  b y  la c k  o f  
t r a in in g  w e r e  t h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n s  r e s p o n d e n t s  d id  
n o t  h a v e  p r a c t i c e  p r iv i le g e s  in  m a jo r  s u r g e r y .  R e ­
g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  m a jo r  s u r g e r y  p r iv i le g e s  w e r e  
n o t  t h a t  s t r ik in g .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  
th e  W e s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l  (1 7 .1  p e r c e n t ) ,  W e s t  N o r t h  
C e n t r a l  (1 5 .5  p e r c e n t ) ,  M o u n ta in  (1 3 .7  p e r c e n t ) ,  
a n d  P a c i f i c  (1 2 .6  p e r c e n t )  r e g io n s  h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in
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m a jo r  s u r g e r y .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  
S o u th  A t la n t i c ,  M id d le  A t la n t i c ,  a n d  N e w  E n g la n d  
s t a t e s  d id  n o t  h a v e  m a jo r  s u r g e r y  p r iv i le g e s  (o n ly
1 .2  p e r c e n t ,  0 .9  p e r c e n t ,  a n d  0 .0  p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c ­
t iv e ly ,  h a d  s u c h  p r iv i le g e s ) .

SMSA vs non-SMSA
C o m p a r i s o n s  o f  th e  d a t a  b y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  v s 

n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n ts  
p r a c t i c in g  in  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  in  th e  U n i te d  
S ta te s  h a v e  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  h o s p i t a l  p r a c t i c e  p r iv i ­
le g e s  th a n  d o  p h y s ic ia n s  p r a c t i c in g  in  a  m e t r o p o l i ­
t a n  a r e a  ( T a b le  8 ). N o t  o n ly  w a s  th is  t r u e  f o r  th e  
to t a l  o f  a l l r e g io n s ,  b u t  in  g e n e r a l  h e ld  t r u e  w ith in  
e a c h  c e n s u s  r e g io n .

A  h ig h e r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  in d ic a te d  
th e y  m a in ta in e d  p r iv i le g e s  in  t h e  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  
a r e a s  o f  f o u r  r e g io n s  t h a n  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  a n y  
o t h e r  r e g io n  w h e th e r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  o r  n o n m e t r o ­
p o l i t a n .  M o r e  t h a n  e ig h t  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  
n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  
(9 6 .8  p e r c e n t ) ,  M o u n ta in  (9 1 .4  p e r c e n t ) ,  W e s t  
S o u th  C e n t r a l  (8 8 .0  p e r c e n t ) ,  a n d  P a c i f ic  (8 3 .8  
p e r c e n t )  r e g io n s  h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  in  r o u t in e  o b s t e t ­
r ic  c a r e .  A p p r o x im a te ly  s e v e n  in  t e n  r e s p o n d e n ts  
in  th e  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  o f  t h e s e  s a m e  re g io n s  
h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  in  c o m p l ic a te d  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e
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Table 8. Percentage of Family Practice Residency Graduates in SMSAs/non-SMSAs by Region 
Having Various Hospital Practice Privileges, 1979

Routine
Obstetric

Care

Complicated
Obstetric

Care
Cesarean
Sections

Surgery
First

Assist
Minor

Surgery
Major

Surgery

New England**
SMSA 38.9 9.3 3.7 37.0 3.7 0.0
non-SMSA 61.0* 28.0* 6.1 54.9* 14.6* 0.0

Middle Atlantic
SMSA 29.5 5.7 0.4 15.5 6.4 0.0
non-SMSA 49.3* 20.3* 5.8* 49.3* 11.6 4.3*

East North Central
SMSA 75.2 28.7 2.4 61.2 35.8 0.9
non-SMSA 8 6 .1* 67.1* 12.1* 91.9* 49.5* 5.2*

West North Central
SMSA 88.9 51.9 6.8 81.5 63.0 4.3
non-SMSA 96.8* 84.9* 36.5* 94.1* 74.0* 21.9*

South Atlantic
SMSA 26.4 10.2 2.2 23.2 13.4 1.0

non-SMSA 45.9* 24.3* 3.3 32.6* 17.7 1.1

East South Central
SMSA 55.7 18.0 3.3 42.6 21.3 1.6

non-SMSA 65.0 50.0 2 0 .0 * 68.3* 43.3* 8.3
West South Central

SMSA 61.8 38.2 19.1 65.6 48.1 12.2

non-SMSA 8 8 .0 * 70.7* 57.3* 93.3* 76.0* 28.0*
Mountain

SMSA 66.7 33.3 9.6 78.1 42.1 4.4

non-SMSA 91.4* 70.3* 39.1* 89.8* 74.2* 22.7*

Pacific
SMSA 66.8 34.8 16.2 77.3 50.7 8.8

non-SMSA 83.8* 64.1* 41.5* 93.0* 70.4* 23.2*

Total
SMSA 56.3 25.4 7.0 53.0 32.9 3.7
non-SMSA 77.0* 57.3* 24.8* 76.3* 51.2* 13.3*

‘ Differences are statistically significant at P<05 .
“ Care should be used in comparing SMSA vs non-SMSA in the New England region, since SMSAs are defined using the town as the 
primary unit rather than the county

( W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l ,  8 4 .9  p e r c e n t ;  W e s t  S o u th  
C e n t r a l ,  7 0 .7  p e r c e n t ;  M o u n ta in ,  7 0 .3  p e r c e n t ;  a n d  
P a c i f i c ,  6 4 .1  p e r c e n t ) .  A p p r o x im a te ly  f o u r  in  te n  
r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  o f  th e s e  
s a m e  r e g io n s  h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  to  p e r f o r m  c e s a r e a n  
s e c t io n s .

A p p r o x im a te ly  n in e  in  te n  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  
n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  o f  th e s e  s a m e  f o u r  r e g io n s  
h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in  s u r g e r y  f i r s t  a s s i s t  ( W e s t  N o r th  
C e n t r a l ,  9 4 .1  p e r c e n t ;  W e s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l ,  9 3 .3  
p e r c e n t ;  P a c i f i c ,  9 3 .0  p e r c e n t ;  a n d  M o u n ta in ,  8 9 .8  
p e r c e n t ) ,  s e v e n  in  te n  h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in  m in o r  
s u r g e r y  ( W e s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l ,  7 6 .0  p e r c e n t ;  M o u n ­
ta in ,  7 4 .2  p e r c e n t ;  W e s t  N o r th  C e n t r a l ,  7 4 .0  p e r ­
c e n t ;  a n d  P a c i f ic ,  7 0 .4  p e r c e n t ) ,  a n d  tw o  in  te n  h a d  
p r iv i le g e s  in  m a jo r  s u r g e r y  ( W e s t  S o u th  C e n t r a l ,
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2 8 .0  p e r c e n t ;  P a c i f i c ,  2 3 .2  p e r c e n t ;  M o u n ta in ,  2 2 .7  
p e r c e n t ;  a n d  W e s t  N o r t h  C e n t r a l ,  2 1 .9  p e r c e n t ) .

Comment
S e v e r a l  l im i ta t io n s  to  th e  d a t a  m u s t  b e  a c ­

k n o w le d g e d .  T w o  c a te g o r ie s  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d  
s o m e  c o n f u s io n :  c o m p l ic a te d  o b s t e t r i c  c a r e  a n d  
m in o r  s u r g e r y .  T h e  b r o a d  t e r m  “ c o m p l ic a te d  o b ­
s te t r i c  c a r e ”  b y  d e s ig n  e n c o m p a s s e d  b o th  h ig h  
r i s k  p a t i e n t s  a n d  c o m p l ic a te d  d e l iv e r y .  T h o s e  r e ­
s p o n d e n ts  w i th  p r iv i le g e s  in  o n e  b u t  n o t  t h e  o th e r  
m a y  h a v e  in a d e q u a te ly  r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  p r iv i le g e s .  
M o r e o v e r ,  o n ly  tw o  e x a m p le s  w e r e  p r o v id e d  f o r
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m in o r  s u r g e r y :  h e r n ia ,  a n d  d i la ta t io n  a n d  c u r e t t a g e .  
H e r n io r r h a p h y  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  
m in o r  s u r g e r y ,  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  th e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  U s in g  “ h e r n i a ”  a s  a n  e x a m p le  f o r  
m in o r  s u r g e r y  m a y  h a v e  m is le d  s o m e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  
I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  m o s t  r e s p o n d e n t s  w r o te  
in  t h e i r  e x a c t  p r iv i le g e s  w h e n  th e r e  w a s  s o m e  
p o in t  o f  c o n f u s io n .  T h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  n o  p r o b le m  in  
c o m p a r in g  th e s e  tw o  p r iv i le g e s  a c r o s s  c e n s u s  r e ­
g io n s ,  a s  e r r o r s  in  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  c o u ld  b e  a s s u m e d  
to  a v e r a g e  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .

R e s p o n s e  r a t e s  w e r e  h ig h  e n o u g h  to  a s s u r e  
h ig h ly  a c c u r a t e  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  t a r g e t  p o p u la t io n .  
B e c a u s e  t h e  s tu d y  w a s  l im i te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  th e  
f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  r e s id e n c y  g r a d u a te s  f r o m  1970 
th r o u g h  1978 w h o  w e r e  d ip lo m a te s  o f  th e  A m e r i ­
c a n  B o a r d  o f  F a m i ly  P r a c t i c e ,  t h e r e  is  s o m e  q u e s ­
t io n  a s  to  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a l l g r a d u a t e s  b y  
o n ly  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d .  T h i s  c o u ld  b e  
c o n s id e r e d  a  f la w  in  th e  s tu d y .

A n  in te r e s t i n g  f a c t o r  t h a t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  a  r e v ie w  
o f  t h e s e  d a t a  r e l a t e s  to  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  in d iv id u ­
a ls  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e  v a r io u s  p r iv i l e g e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  “ n o t  i n t e r e s t e d . ”  I f  o n e  a s s u m e s  t h a t  th e  
g r a d u a t e s ’ p r a c t i c e s  w o u ld  b e  s im i la r  t o  th e  
b r o a d ly  b a s e d  c u r r i c u lu m  in  th e  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m s ,  
t h e s e  “ n o t  i n t e r e s t e d ”  r e s p o n s e s  p r o v o k e  a  n u m ­
b e r  o f  q u e s t io n s .

D o  s o m e  g r a d u a te s  c o m e  to  t h e  r e s id e n c y  a l ­
r e a d y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  in  c e r t a in  a s p e c t s  o f  p a t i e n t  
c a r e ,  o r  d o e s  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  w a n e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
m in im u m  e x p o s u r e  o r  e m p h a s i s  d u r in g  th e  r e s i ­
d e n c y ?  D o  p r e s s u r e s  f ro m  m e d ic a l  s c h o o l  f a c u l ty  
c a u s e  s tu d e n t s  t o  b e  s a t i s f ie d  w i th  r e s id e n c y  p r o ­
g r a m  c u r r i c u l a  t h a t  l e s s e n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  
f u tu r e  h o s p i t a l  p r iv i le g e s ?  A r e  e x t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s  
r e s u l t in g  in  f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  r e s id e n c y  c u r r i c u l a  
t h a t  d o  n o t  e m p h a s i z e  s k i l ls  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h o s p i t a l  
p r a c t i c e ?  D o  p r e s s u r e s  in  th e  p r a c t i c e  c o m m u n i ty  
in f lu e n c e  th e i r  d e c is io n  n o t  to  a p p ly  f o r  p r iv i le g e s  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  t r a in in g  e x p e r i e n c e s ?

A l th o u g h  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  in  th is  
a n a ly s i s  d o e s  n o t  a f f o r d  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  a s s e s s  
t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  c e r ta in ly  s h o u ld  b e  
c o n s id e r e d  w h e n  r e v ie w in g  th e  d a t a .

Conclusions
A  h ig h e r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  W e s t  

N o r t h  C e n t r a l  c e n s u s  r e g io n  h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in  o b ­

s t e t r i c s  a t  w h a t e v e r  le v e l  t h a n  d id  t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  
in  a n y  o t h e r  r e g io n s .  A  v e r y  lo w  p e r c e n ta g e  in  th e  
S o u th  A t la n t i c  s t a t e s  o r  M id d le  A t la n t i c  s t a t e s  h ad  
p r iv i le g e s  in  o b s t e t r i c s  c o m p a r e d  w i th  o t h e r  r e ­
g io n s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h o s e  w e s t  o f  t h e  M is s is s ip p i  
R iv e r  w e r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  p r iv i le g e s  in  o b ­
s t e t r i c s  t h a n  w e r e  t h o s e  e a s t  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i .

A  h ig h e r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  th e  W e s t 
N o r t h  C e n t r a l ,  M o u n ta in ,  a n d  W e s t  S o u th  C e n tr a l  
c e n s u s  r e g io n s  h a d  p r iv i le g e s  in  s u r g e r y  a t  w h a t­
e v e r  le v e l  t h a n  h a d  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  a n y  o th e r  
r e g io n s .  A  v e r y  lo w  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  in 
t h e  N e w  E n g la n d ,  M id d le  A t la n t i c ,  a n d  S o u th  A t­
la n t i c  c e n s u s  r e g io n s  h a d  s u r g ic a l  p r iv i le g e s  as  
c o m p a r e d  w ith  t h o s e  in  o t h e r  r e g io n s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e s t  o f  t h e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  w e re  
m o r e  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  s u r g ic a l  p r iv i le g e s  th a n  th o s e  
e a s t  o f  t h e  M is s is s ip p i .

R e s p o n d e n t s  in  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  w e re  
m o r e  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  h o s p i t a l  p r iv i le g e s  in  o b s te t r i c s  
o r  s u r g e r y  th a n  w e r e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  m e t r o p o l i ta n  
a r e a s .  T h is  w a s  p a r t i c u la r ly  t r u e  o f  th e  n o n m e t r o ­
p o l i t a n  a r e a s  o f  c e n s u s  r e g io n s  w e s t  o f  th e  M is s is ­
s ip p i  R iv e r .

Acknowledgement
C hristopher Robinson provided assistance in statistical 

analysis.

References
1. Hansen DV, Sundwall DN, Kane RL: Hospital p riv i­

leges fo r fa m ily  physicians. J Fam Pract 5:805, 1977
2. W arburton SW Jr, Sadler GR: Fam ily physician hos­

pita l p riv ileges in New Jersey. J Fam Pract 7:1019, 1978
3. Sundwall DN, Hansen DV: Hospital privileges for 

fam ily  physicians: A  com parative study between the New 
England states and the in term ounta in  states. J Fam Pract 9: 
885, 1979

4. Am erican Academ y o f General Practice: Sum m ary of 
M em bers' Practice Survey. Kansas City, Mo, American 
Academ y o f Fam ily Physicians, 1969

5. C lin ton C, S chm ittling  G, Stern TL, Black RR: Hospital 
p riv ileges fo r fam ily  physicians: A  national study o f office 
based m em bers o f the Am erican Academ y o f Fam ily Phy­
sicians. J Fam Pract 13:361, 1981

6. B lalock H: Social Statistics. New York, McGraw-Hill, 
1972

7. Black RR, S chm ittling  G, Stern TL: Characteristics 
and practice patterns o f fa m ily  practice residency gradu­
ates in the United States. J Fam Pract 11:767, 1980

8. Schm ittling  G, Black RR, Stern TL, C lin ton C: Practice 
locations o f fam ily  practice residency graduates. J Med 
Educ 56:709, 1981

1020 THE JOURNAL OF FAMILY PRACTICE, VOL. 13, NO. 7, 1981




