
Humor in Medicine

M ater Anser*: Nursery Rhymes for Physicians
K irn  S h a ftn er, M D  

P r in c e to n , N o r th  C a ro lin a

W ee W illie  C lin ton

W ailed  to  the States:

“W e m ust have a  health  plan  

B e fo re  it ’s to o  la te !”

So he gave  it to  h is la w ye r  w ife  

W h o  h ired  som e B e ltw a y  tro lls;

T h ey  fu m b led  it so badly,

It  w as  am m o fo r  the D oles.

***

Peter, Peter, o ve rea te r

T h e  nurses th ink he needs a s leeper;

A t  2:00 a m  th ey  ca ll D oc  Jake.

N o w  P e te ’s asleep 

A n d  Jake ’s aw ake.

***

H um pty D um pty sat on  a w all,

H is v e r t ig o  fla red  and he to o k  a  bad  fa ll—  

Th e  d ocs  on  his case ju m ped  qu ick ly  upon it 

But there w e re  no  c lin ica l gu idelines 

F o r  f ix in g  an om elet.

***

O ld  F red  C o le  w as  a m erry  o ld  soul 

W h o ate everth ing  he d id  p lease;

H e ca lled  fo r  a  Bud and fo r  M arlbo ro  Lights 

A n d  a  p la te  fu ll o f  burgers w ith  cheese.

H e w as  hypertensive , qu ite noncom plian t, 

M odera tion  n ever  b lo ck ed  his way;

So his d o c to r  d idn ’t b link  w h en  F red  presented 

W ith  a  ce reb e lla r  CVA.

F red  le ft  the IC U  a fte r  h a lf a  z illion  dollars 

A n d  eve ry  com p lica tion  kn ow n  to  man;

T h e  H M O  said, “W e m ust do  som eth in g !”

So th ey  d ropped  the d oc  fro m  their plan.

***

Sing a  song o f  cepha losporins 

A  p o ck e t fu ll o f  pills;

O ne fo r  e ve ry  ailm ent,

F o r  all in fectiou s  ills.

It  u sed to  be so easy,

T h ere  w e re  on ly  th ree o r  four;

N o w  th ey ’re  ju st lik e  rabbits:

E ve ry  m onth  w e ’v e  seven  m ore.

*Mother Goose.
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